


u 


=~ oe 


1(@eoeean 








ARMY 


GAZETTE OF THE 
REGULAR 








URNAL. 


AND VOLUNTEER 
FORCES. 














VOLUME XIV.—NUMBER 27. i 
WHOLE NUMBER 703. 
nome 


NEW YORK, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1877. 


or POA Pa iain 
{ singe COPIES, 
ee 











For man years the study of reputable competing 
makers in the remodeling of pistols has been to pro- 
duce an arm with the least weight in proportion to the 
aize of ball and penetration ; a compact weapon, yet 
easy to hold when shooting; durability, which means 
best material and workmanship. 

In all these points the progress is most remarkable in 
the Colt’s ‘‘New Line.” For example: the new .30 
Colt or Pony Colt weighs only 6} ounces, or a little 
over half the weight of Smith and Wesson’s No. 1; yet 





the ball is nearly three times as heavy, that is, the 
weight of ball in proportion to the weight of pistol is 
five times heavier ; the penetration is 50 per cent. 
greater. It occupies about half the room. It can be 
carried in the watch-fob or vest pocket. The frame is 
solid ; no hinge to get loosened. It is loaded and the 
shells readily ejected without removing the cylinder. 
The frame is forged, beautifully wrought and case- 
hardened. The barrel and cylinder blued steel. An 
ivory or pearl handle makes a beautiful combination. 
A wood handle contrasts best with the nickel plating. 


Prices: $9.00; best quality nickel plate, 60 cents 
extra; Ivory stock, $1.50; Pearl, $3.00. On the re- 
ceipt of the price (a post office order is best) we will 
deliver any pistol free of other charge, at our risk, if 
within 1,200 miles ; over 1,200, 25 centsextra. Fifty 
cents extra for Army size. 





.80 Calibre. 5 Shot. 


B. KITTREDGE & (0, 


Dealers in Guns, Pistols and their Adjuncts, 
AGENTS FOR COLT’S NEW LINE REVOLVELS, 
166 Main Street, Cincinnati, O. 





Descriptive Pistol Price’ List. 





PONY COLT. 








The Sharps’ pistol was invented by Christian Sharps. 
After several hundred thousand .22 and .30 calibre 
pistols were made and sold (these pistols wére‘all thade 
with brass or gun metal frames), the inventor conceiv- 
ed the idea of doing something better, and, after sev- 
eral years and after a large expenditure of money and 
labor, produced a pistol more compact. yet of much 
larger calibre. To do this he abanddned the brass 
frame, making the pistol, wrought throughout and of 
the best material and workmanship. e above cut 
represents the pistol, and is the exact size.- It oceu- 
pies less room in the pocket than apy so.large calibre 
pistol ever made. Shortly after this new pistol came 
out, Mr. Sharps died; the manufacture ceaséd, and the 
factory, ete, were sold. B. Kittredge and Oo. bought 
-2.) the entire product of this pistol. We call it Sharps’ 

Triumph. Weclaim for it compactness, oot- 
. ing and simplicity. It has all the ad- 
vantages of the cylinder pistols, and shoots 
with greater penetration, there being no 
power lost by the escape, as in a cylinder © 
pistol, between the barrel and - 
der. It is very durable, there being but 
few parts, strong and thoroughly ‘well 
made. We have never seen a frame 
broken or barrel burst out of over 15,000 
_ sold by us. We have a few hundred left 
which we propose to 
for wood 


SS sell at $5. 
, handle and_ plat- 
3 ’ ed frame; ts 


extra if e; 
$1.25 extra for ivory 
handle, And we 
cee 
ver the p 

miles ; 





Exact Size. 





























The Cuts are the Exact Size of the 
Pistol and Cartridge. 











WINE 


‘CLARENCE H. SMITH, 
Ww. F. SMITH, 


J. J. Meper AND ZOON,......++ «+. Schiedam,........ 
P. RADEMAKERS AND CO.,.......... Delfshaven,....... 
Jos. anp Jno: Vickers anp Co.,...London;.......... 
J. Denis, Henry Mounts anv Oo.;.Cognac,... ....... 
SCHROEDER AND ScHytER aNp Oo.,.Bordeaux,......... 


PRICES AND TERMS ON APPLICATION. 


AND 


25 and 27 PECK SLIP, 


SMITH’S SONS, 


SPIRIT MERCHANTS, 


New York. 


CHARLES McK. LEOSER,; 
FERD. RUTTMANN, red 





SOLE AGENTS FOR 


er Swan Gin. Peros MANDIS AND Fits Ap Oo.,......Bordeaux,....:...:.Olaréte'and Satiterhes 
rer De Valk Gin. PERIDIER FRERBS, 4... 2-660 eee os e+ COM oor orecceerons 

ee Old Tom Gin B.D, Witson anp Co.}......... .....LosAn ‘seeecees 

ae Fine Brandies. GIBSON AND ORILLY,........se2 sees phigi .....: 

Suddu Clarets and Sauternes. J. W. Ga¥¥ AND OO.,........ ...+--+-Cincinnatl,.....+.+++ , 


ORDERS BY POST PROMPTLY FILLED: 
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THE CHAMPION}?AIR PISTOL. 







For Target Practice Amusement and Shoot- 
ing Small Game. 
Shoots darts or slugs 50 feet with accuracy. 


Can be loaded by anybody with safety and ease 
Recommended by General SHERMAN; also by J. F. LYNCH, 


Esq., of the Aus Rifle Team. 


PRICES. 


a $5.00. 


Blac! 
Nickel Plated Rosewood Handle 
—_ is pot up me neat box with a skeleton gun stock, 6 Darts, 100 Slugs, 6 Targets, a 


Each 
Ramroad, Claw and Wrench. 
Sent 


pi 
b 


tional for postage. 


Nickel Plated,.. ......... $6.70. 


ercccevccccaccses 7.00. 


Express C.O. D., or by mail at the risk of parties ordering, on receipt of price, and 


POPE MANUFACTURING CO., 


48 Hien 8t., Boston, Mass. 








CAMYEK . N.S. 
BRWER, S.J OWA ST. 


aS 





ESTERBROOK & CO. 
FALCON PEN 


ee 
WEMELEA ES EELNER ESEERLNESINGL. 





POST SUTLERS, ETC., SUPPLIED AT WHULESALE PRICES. 





F, J. HEIBERGER, 


Army, Navy and Citizens’ 
MERCHANT TAILOR 
METROPOLITAN HOTEL, 


617 PENNSYLVANIA A 
Washington, D. C, on 





STRYKER & COQO., 
,481 BROOME S8T., New Yor, 


Military Clothing 


Exclusively. 


OFFICERS AND BAND UNIFORMS 
A SPECIALTY. 


JOHN BOYLAN, 


Military Clothing 


A Specialty, 
185 GRAND STREET, 
New York. 
JOHN EARLE & CoO., 
Army and Navy Tailors, 


Two doors above the “ Old South,” 
880 WASHINGTON ST. (old No. 154), 
BOSTON, MASS, 








J.B. ACKERMAN'S SOX, 
ARMY TAILOR, 


736 BROADWAY, New York. 
FRITSCH & CRIEB, 


ARMY AND NAVY TAILORS, 


No. 1409 Cugernot Street, Para. 








TO 
COMMANDING & STAFF OFFICERS, 


STATIONED TEMPORARILY OR PERMAN- 
ENTLY AT ARMY ANB NAVY POSTS. 
THE PORTABLE BOOK-CASE, 
Eastlake pattern, holds from 150 to 300 volames— 
Is strong and handsome—Shelves adjustable for 
books of any size—Leather fringe to exclude 
dust—Shelves when not in use will be found very 
handy for genera! purposes. These cases are set 
up or taken down without removing nails or 
screws, and are as easily packed and transported 
as any article of camp furniture, They are packed 
in a strong box, worth keeping for future use. 
Two sizes, in pine and black walnut. Price from 
$16 to $25. Send for illustrated circular. We 
make noc for careful packing and delivery 
to any freight line. 
LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO., Boston, 
Sole Manufacturers. 





KOCH?S 
improved Patent Binder, 
FOR PRESERVING THE 
ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 
Heavy board sides, with the inscription “‘ Anwr 
4am Navy Jounnat,” in gilt. 

at to ary address, post-paid, price $1.50 01 
\ elivered at this oMce, $1.95 . 


4 


a, ¥ 





PAJAMAS 


These luxurious garments of the East, indis- 
pensable for Officers of the Army and Navy, 
Sportsmen, Yachtsmen and Travellers generally, 
can be had only of 


THOMAS MILLER, 
MANUFACTURER OF FINE SHIRTS AND 
MEN’S FURNISHING GOODS, 
1125 Broadway, New York. 


Deecriptive Pamphlets sent on application. 


RUFUS SMITH, 


1978 Broadway, N.Y. 


FINE DRESS 
SHIRTS 


TO ORDER. 


FURNISHING GOODS 
forwarded to any Post in 
the United States. 


e™ Send fir Circular. 














Made of best material, 
in all sizes, for adults 
and children of both 
sexes. with additional 
bands overcoming all 
possibility of slipping 
rf the shoulder. Thend 
1.25 and chest mea- 
sure to Cleveland (O.) 
Shoulder Brace Co. 
Ask your dealer for 
Pratt's New Brace. 


é a wae” aN 
4 Ar a 











. H. MACY 
Rott ‘ARTICLE ="? 22; 
AS REPRESENTED, 

Foreign Dry Goods, Fancy Goods, and Novel- 
ties by every European Steamer. Orders by mail 


receive special care. Catalogues free. 
EXCHANGES MAY BE MADE “within one 
week, or money returned in case of dissatisfaction 


14th St, and 6th Ave., N. ¥. 


SHOPPING 














Of every description for Ladies and @. 

yey Ag y Mrs. LETITIA CBAKER 
8 -» N. Sen , 

with reference, etc. a 





tmproved Field, Mari 
Opera and Tourist’s Glasecs. 
eee and ae anne wartiéeval 
‘6. . \- 
cian, 545 Broadway, ™ Be ~~ as 
mailed by enclosing stamp. Highest award re- 
ceived at the Centennial and Am. Institute 1876. 


TEAS Good Standard TEAS 


OOLONG AND MIXED, 40, 50, 60, 70 cts. 
JAPAN, 70, BREAKFAST, 60, 70, 90 cts. 
BYSON IMPERIAL AND GUNPOWDER, 60 
, 90 cts. ee 
Sent by mail, carefully packed, to a 
pent in the United States at these vm hn 
7 cents a Ib. added for postage. : 
CHARLES STOUGHTON, 143 Front st., N. ¥ 
worn with “perfen 
t ec 
somfort night and 
lay. Adapts iteelf to 
every motion of the 


























y, re 
ture under the hardest 
exercise or severest 
mently cured. Sui ch hy the 
ELASTIC USS CO 
NO. 683 BROADWAY, N. Y. ciTy. 
Circular, 


Sent by mail. Call or send for 
cured, 


F. J. 


tion. 


KALDENBERCG 


Received the only Prize awarded by the International Jury—for 
American made Meerschaum Goods, at the Centennial Expos! 


—_—— 


Manufacturer of MEERSCHAUM PIPES, CIGAR HOLDERS, 
Etc., etc. Also, a fine assortment of FRENCH BRIAR WwooD 
PIPES, and the best brands of American and Foreign TOBACCO 
Wholesale and Retail. 

Illustrated Price List sent on application. 

Goods sent by Mail or Express to any part of the country. 

REPAIRINS done in the best manner. 

Factory and Wareroom, { 17 Fulton St. 


ie 6 Astor House (Broadway), 
No. 71 Nassau St., cor. Joba St, 
‘ NEW YORK. 








WASHINGTON 


Life Ins. Co. of N.Y. 
155 Broadway. 


SOUND TO THE CORE! ITS MANAGE- 
MENT “ ABLE, PRUDENT AND 
HONORABLE !” 

Read the following Official Certificates : 


InsURANCE DEPARTMENT, 
ALBANY, January 23d, 1877. 


To the Editors of the Evening Journal: 

Having caused a personal examination to be 
made of the condition and affairs of the Wash_ 
ington Life Insurance Company of New York 
as of the 3ist day of December, 1876, by Hon. 
Jobn A. McCall, Jr., Deputy Superintendent, 
duly appointed by me for that purpose, and 
deeming it for the public interests that the result 
of his investigation should be published, I here- 
with enclose bis report for publication. 

Very respectfully yours, W. Suyts, 
Acting Superintendent- 





ALBANY, January 23d, 1877. 


Hon. William Smyth, Acting Supt. New York 
Insurance riment : 

I respectfully report that in accordance with 
the provisions contained in your appointment 
No. 362, dated December 26th, 1876, and with the 
assistance of Messrs. Ballard, Willis and W. H. 
Smyth, I have completed an examination of the 
Washington Life Insurance Company of New 
York City. 

The very satisfactory condition of the com- 
pany as exhibited below is attributable to the 
management of its aflairs by able, prudent and 
tonorable men. It gives me pleasure to state 
that ina minute and exacting investigation I 
find nothing to condemn, but, on the contrary, 
much to commend. 

Complete schedules of mortgages, deferred 
premiums, and real estate investments as of De- 
cember 31st, 1876, being the date of examination, 
have been placed on file in the department. 

The following are the assets and liabilities : 


ASSETS. 
BetG, Dic csccccccses. sesecccscces $159,284 80 
Bonds and mortgages...............+ 2,334,252 79 
Cash in bank and office.............. 116,654 18 


Accrued interest on investments.... 53,071 26 
Loars on policies within their value. 19,109 46 
Net uncollected and def’d premiums. 180,429 95 
Par Market 
Value Value. 
U. S. 6's, registered... $510,000 $581,400 
N.Y. State 7’s regis’d 100,000 100,000 
N. Y. City 7's, regis’d 990,000 1,138,500 
N. Y. City 5’s, regis’d 122,200 122,200 
Brooklyn 7's, regis’d 260,000 299,000 
Brooklyn 6's, regis’d 100,000 107,000 
Kingston City cou- 





= pons, bonds........ 11,000 * 11,000 
$2,093,200 2,359,100 2,359,100 00 
DEP UARAMAED. os cccccccccecsscs< 43,592 92 
rere rrr = $5,265,495 36 


Deduct items not admitted : 
Mortgages taken for debt. $10,838 81 
Value of real estate over 


department appraisal... 37,784 80 
Agents’ balances.......... 43,592 92 
———— 92,216 53 
Total admitted assets........... $5,173,278 83 
LIABILITIES. 


Net value of outstanding policies.. $4.337,644 00 
Unpaid losses and endowments not 


GUC. 20. ceccceee 00<66 nenecocccosce 43,306 82 
Premiums paid in advance......... 2,388 51 
Unpaid dividends to stockholders. . 316 50 
Salariee, rent, &c.... ... . vbeseteee 3,000 00 





Total liabilities as to policyholders $4,386,685 83 


Surplus as regards policy- 
ccc cceccescassececs $786,593 00 


Aggregate............ $5,173,278 33 
Capitai stock......... $125,000 00 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joun A. McCatt, Jr., Deputy Supt. 
CYRUS CURTISS, President, 
CYRUS MUNN, W. A. BREWER, Jr., 
Assistant Secretary. Vice-President. 


E 8. FRENCH, W. HAXTUN, 





Sup’t of Agencies. Secretary. 
B. W. McCREADY, M. D., Medical Examiner. 





12. Editorial 
~ of interest and im 


33d Year. 


New Enciand Mutat 
Life Insurance Co., 


Post-Office Square, 
BOSTON. 


Assets, - - $14,399,527 95 


This Company insures lives upon the MUTUAL 
plan, and upon easy terms of payment of pre- 
mium. Also, is prepared to discount at a reason- 
able rate of interest Endowment policies which 
will mature prior to Jan. 1, 1878. 


BENJ. F. STEVENS, Presideut. 
JOS. M. GIBBENS, Secretary. 


KENNY & RATCLIFFE, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR NEw YORE. 


Office: ‘* Evening Post” Building, 
|Broadway. 


THE GOODENOUGH 
HORSE SHOE, 


HAVING BEEN RECOMMENDED FOR 


ARMY USE, 


BY THE 
Board of Officers, 





CONVENED :' PHILADELPHIA, PA., 


JANUARY 20, 1876, 
Aimy officers wishing instructions in 


setting Cavalry shoes and shoeing with- 
out fire, are requested to send for new 
pamphlets of instructions issued free of 
cost by 


GOODENOUGH HORSE SHOE 
MAN’F’G CO. 
560 & 62 West Sist St., 


New Youk. 


The Army and Navy Journal. 


The ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL is indis 

msable to every Officer of. the Military and 

‘aval Service, and to all interested in the art of 
War. It publishes regularly 

1. Full official lists of all appointments, pro- 
motions canes of station, deaths, resignations 
dismissals, and other changes in the personnel o 
the two Services. 

2. A List of the Stations of U. 8. Troops, nd 
Naval vessels in commission. 

3. Full and reliable record of al] operatio: « by 
the Army and Navy. 

4. The General and Special Orders and Circu- 
lars issued by the War and Navy Departments 
and ly - the Headquarters of the Army. 
Also the neral Court-martial Orders, and or- 
dere from the different Departments of the Gov- 
ernment affecting the Army and Navy. 

5. Oficial lists of Army and Navy nominations 
aud contirmations by the President and the U. 8. 

te. 

6. Descriptions of inventions and improve- 
ments relating to the art of war, and of experi- 
ments and discoveries illustrative of Military and 
Naval science in this country and sbrcad; and 
also of matters relating to military hygiene, sur- 

ery and the sanitary condition of the Army and 
avy. 

%. Narratives of Military and Naval exploits, 
correspondence from members of the two Sei- 
vices. 

8. Answers to Military and Naval questions. 

9. An account of the important movements of 
foreign armies and navies. 

10. Notices of Military and Naval works at tle 
time when published. 

11. Articles upon Military and Naval Engi- 
eering. 





Bt 
discussions upen Military matters 
portance. 
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B. KITTREDCE & CoO., 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 
THE AGENTS OF COLT’S ARMS COMPANY, 


OFFER TO THE PUBLIC 


SIX NEW MODEL COLT PISTOLS, FIVE POCKET PISTOLS 
AND THE PEACEMAKER. 


THE | having two fingers, one of which reinforces the other, giving 
P E A Mi K E R & considerable gain of power. The ejector is similar to the 
Cc e A a | old one, but one end of the ejector tube is set in the frame, 
the other bemg fastened to the barrel by a screw. base 

This pistol, for efficiency, safety, simplicity, and —s held > place by — ——— — TIED ' 
, . , ee “a is revolver is supplied with a safety notch, on which it 
lightness, is far in advance of any military pistol that can be carried without the firing pin touching the cartridge. 
has yet appeared, After ap exhaustive trial in com-| The other parts are essentially the same as in the old model. 
petition with all other pistols submitted (six in all)in| As required by the'instructions from Ordnance Office, I 
1873, it was adopted as the Cavalry pistol of the United | give below the details of the tests to which the revolvers 


States, on the recommendation of the Board of Officers have been subjected : 
who made the trials, and the whole of the Cavalry has The Colt , power: a a 4 
san e Colt revolver was first fired three hun rounds 
ae been armed with it. ; ; with service ammunition, allowing it to cool after each bun- 
mong seven diflerent military pistols experimented | gred rounds. No difficulty was experienced from it, and 
upon at Spandau during the past year by the Prussian | only one cartridge failed to explode. This one was found to 
Government, the firing of this pistol was the best in| be defective in fulminate. __ 
all respects The revolver was then laid in the snow, water poured over 
‘ ‘ it, and it was allowed to remain in the weather three days 
It is confidently recommended to officers of the} and nights. When taken up again it was rusted consider- 
Army and Navy, guides, hunters, and all who travel | ably but worked perfectly. It was again fired up to two 
among dangerous communities, as the best weapon to ss a Soe “es oe bese. Hs —. 
ne of these exp at second trial and the other w G) 
carry on the person that has ever been produced. punch and hammer. 


The Colt and one of the Smith & Wesson were then fired 
































































e barrel, $5.00 


which enables it to be shot 
arrel, which gives it great increase 
, but good serviceable arms, 

ises as the finely finished arm 










; with long carbin 


old by some hor 
k within 1,200 miles and without extra charge. 


ch, $5 00 extra 


extra ; ivory stocks, $5.00; best nickel plated, $1.50. 


WLROLL (3-30 Wie 


, an attachable breech 


h it with a 16-inch b 
jected Government finish 


a 8 being renovated and a 


Arms with attachable bree 





and pistol in one compact arm. 





We also furnis 


| - |for accuracy at fifty yards. A target of ten shots with each 





rices we deliver at our ost and ris 
Send draft or post office order and you will get the pistol. 


3 
stie 
orn 
giz 
#3288283, 
=] @ bo . 
a K... go ro Pb gave mean absolute deviation—for Colt, 3.11 in.; for the 
ES a NE = DEPARTMENT Smith & Wesson, 4.89 in. 
Etats 3 U.8. A. Both revolvers were then placed in a close box connected 
e226 $5 og | ——_——__—— with the pulverizer, and well sanded. The sand did not 
s5823 3 EXTRACTS FROM aftect the working of either. 
Sen Sse ES They were then fired at twenty-five yards distance for 
BSSr sep og penetration. The average penetration for ten shots with 
£2- *E35 § 2 =. each was—for the Colt, 4.1 in.; for the Smith & Wesson, 
OF Oo oe oe s | 3.35 in. 
= 8 kSte 4. WASHINGTON, June 27, 187: The Smith & Wesson was then fired one hundred rounds 
at oF & » FONE SS, SUM. and the Colt two hundred rounds. No difficulty was ex- 
~ may perienced with either, only a slight increase in friction being 
































REVOLVERS USING M ET =| noticeable in the Smith & Wesson. On enea tan 
e 


explode in the Colt and eight in the Smith & Wesson. 
ALLIC AMMUNITION. one failing in the Colt was exploded with a centre punch. 
Six of those failing in the Smith & Wessen exploded at 
. second trial, one at third trial, and the other one was without 
FIRST REPORT on New Model Colt and Smith & Wes- | fulminate. 

son Revolvers. Made at National Armory, Decem-| 1 finally tried the “ Leet” cartridges in the Colt revolver to aecertain 


Ni 


& 





ber 27, 1872. the effect of bursting through the cap, us they had done with the Smith 

N A s & Wesson. A ng ge po were — meee wee a a Paar 
NATIONAL ARMORY, SPRINGF : twenty of them from the same package as thoee that burst in the Smit 

: NGFIELD, Mass, ) & Wesson revolvers, but out of eighty fired none burst. At the same 





December 27, 1872. { time, of four cartridges from this package fired in the Smith & Wesson 
Sm: In 1 ™ revolver two burst as before. 

Posts accordance with] ‘The Smitlf & Wesson revolvers have been fired respectively 969, 606 
a pe yg I have tested | and 845 sounds; the Cols gheut - yo ay meter a ag 
three Smit Sg .| Colt is noticeable throughout. o culty bas been found wit 
ers (new at A eae er) while the Smith & Wesson has several times clogged to such an extent 

el) and the Colt’s| as to render it almost impossible to cock it. ‘this clogging is most 
prema A (new =e, sub- | liable to occur in cold and ary weather, when the souls ae i t. 
mitted by Gen. W. B. Frank- | harden on the piece. The lengthening of the “ collar” was inten 

‘ overcome this liability to clog, as developed in’ the model nowin the 
row and have the honor to hands of the troops, and has, no doubt, reduced it. The cylinder stop 
make the following rr port] is alsoanimprovemcn’. and the strengthening of parte, which is the 
thereon: object of most of the changes, has made a better weapon than the oid 
one, but I still regard it as rather delicate for general service. The twu 
[DESCRIPTION OMITTED. ] parts of this revolver which broke during the trial may have contained 
Th del Col + ler my Fst —— rt —. parts of it areof such acharacter as to 

e new mode olt revoly- | develop defects in the manufacture. 
er is not an alteration of we .| A great objection to this arm js the difficulty of dismounting fur 

ld ] Clr | cleaning and reassembling it. Legge improved in this respect by the 
old revolver for paper cart-| marking of the gear and frame and the change in the rack, solditre 
ridges, as is the model now in —— 7 would oa sod it complicated. | tar dinei ae i eA 
ice. i i The only superiority it can claim over the Colt is eater rap’ 
solid fra It = er with a of ejecting the om ty cases. I think that in the case of poor ammuni- 

: me, inclosing the cy- | tiou and the bursting of the beeds of cartridges in the two arme, the 
Hy and into which the bar- | Smith & Wesson could more readily be i¢lieved from the consequent. 
rel is screwed. -y]i clogging than the Colt. 
is of oy si ee tan Inthe Colt the number of the parts is less, they are more simple and 

- and &| stronger, and are not subjected to as great strains as those in the Smith 

g 
_— ce than the old one. | & Wesson. It can he diemounted for cleanin b drawing one screw 

e hand which rotates the | #04 slipping out the base pin, and reaseem with the same ease. 

i ; Ihave no hesitation in declaring the Colt revolver superior in most 
cylinder is an improvement, | respects, and much better adapted to the wants of the Army than the 
Smith & Wesson. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN R. EDIE, 
Captain of Ordnance, 


a EET 









Cal. 


Major J. G. Benton, Commanding. 








Approved and respectfully forwarded to the Chief of Ordnance, 
agreeably to his instructions of September 2, 1873. 
J. G. BENTON, 
Major of Ordnance, Commanding. 
(Further details embracing other rejected arms omitted.] 





The Drawing is Full Size of Pistol. 





It has been adopted by 
the War Department 
for the Cavalry Ser- 
vice of the United 
States. 


Colts “ew Model Army Metallic Cartridge 
Revolving Pistol. 





NOTE, 


he reports on the several models of revolvers using the metallic 
Pain hm lainly show the superiority of the Coit revolver (last. 
model) over all others tried, the Chief of Ordvance has been authorized 
by the War Department to purchase 8,000 of these arms for the use of 
the cavalry arm of the service. 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, June 26, 1873. 















‘The contract with this company was exteoded April 30, 1874, to in- 
clude 2,000 additional pistols, making 10,000 in all. ’ 
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=—_— a 
Tue Colt Arm Co. , with the New Yeqr, have brought 

forth a new Colt, that is certain, from its merit, to B KITTREDGE & CO 

take at once a high position among firearms. = "y 


Ferrie weed either as a wltecking or as; Dealers in Guns, Pistols and their Adjuncts, 


a thumb-cocking pistol. It is always ready, either AGENTS FOR THE COLT ARMS C0., 


way, and operates easily. Central fire—sure fire. 
It is the same calibre (.88) as the famous old loose 166 Main Street, Cincinnati, O. 


ammunition Colt Navy. It is a little over half the . 
weight, yet shoots with twice the power of that arm. COLT’S NEW PISTOL---THE LIGHTNING COLT. 


It can be shot, all the six chambers, in two seconds. 
Six thunder-bolts in two seconds. Hence ‘we call it | Lightning Colt. 


the Lightning Colt. It 

cocker, be shot with Qmith & Wesson, | 

slow, deliberate aim and 
No. 2 1-2, | 

































accuracy, the same as 
the Old Navy. Excel Or -36 Calibre, 





































lently well adapted to At $15; 

the use of officers who! Ivory, $2.50; 

wish the efficiency with-| re 

out the burden of a) Fite 52 Hamp. 

heavy arm. It is good) 

material and good work; 

not like the English self- 

: cocking, ‘‘ a good qual- 

ity of cast iron.” Or, asa) sian haetiidadh 

reputable Englishmaker 

expresses it, ‘‘a high) Then there is a large list of prices, innumerable 

grade of malleavle names and aliases, some deceptive counterfeits of the 

iron. The Lightning good arms, price $2.00 to $3.00 each. Consumers are 

Colt is very best wrought warned against all but forged and wrought work. It 

iron frame, with steel is well for dealers to keep samples of the cast-iron 

cylinder and barrel, all) trash, to enable them, by comparing with the good 

forged and wrought | arms, to show customers how miserab: y poor they are. 

There never has been as) 2 Consumers should also bear in mind that there is a 
: a — > Bie nace ? . class of dealers who will sell a brass gilt watch, repre- { 

Lewy Aw mone ing a RICE LIST FOR OTHER PISTOLS —_ senting it to be as good as gold, or a cast-iron nickel- 

a anaen Outs Biow Lion, Pee. |v? [Eee [Bema | rammed patel, nepeesenting 1s $0 he eqast t0 the finely 
i i ; 3B Little Golt.............0 TEEW $15] $2 50) 50 cts. a , 

SS 0 Pony Colt... 20000 2200005 15 *1| ‘$00, wets | CARTRIDGES.—In purchasing cartridges for Colt’s 
ble and prs woe A 32 Ladies’ Colt .......... eee fF 2 0 3 50, 60 cts. | New Line, insist upon having .22, .30, .83 and .41 /ong. 

eombines all the requi- ye eee SES: 10 50 30] 6350! edete,| Lnese sizes short are intended for pistols with cast- 

cian tarp santa con “45 Army Re taten te alle eo 17 00 5a} 900| 150 |iron frames. All will fit in Colt’s New Line, but the 
eomek then aan aa Carbine Breech, $5 00 z long are required for best penetration. We may here 

dered t0 go to London| $8 Bowtie Action ’------"7-"-" 13.0 Sto] ste] 20 | mention that there is © way Sm Damas caattzon pstols. 

Gand one small ord) Harmzdone Anwcincs:. $a $B) 38 18 [Te oe a esinder Tap kes oft the ne 

we have arranged for the entire production of this '38 New Pocket, 2.0 t000 eee ll pat “d ite ; — 

pistol for some months. Price $18; ivory handle ex- = Old Model, # siot..2.27.02° 4 00 eee ee 35 a cast-iron may stand it; but it destroys the pene- 

tra, $3.50; pearl, $6.50. And we propose, further, to |g, “MN™. ARO Noesoms NO 9:2 15 7 je 75 We repeat to you, that in order to put all our cus- 

deliver the aang —_ if within 1,200 miles; 25 44 “ “ No. 3.. 17 00] 500| ....| 150 | tomers on one footing, we will for the present deliver 

cents on , AA o Me pa 3 States. Send :' = --+- 800 2.00 3 00 [all the above pistols free of charge for delivery. On 

us rder, and the pistol will come to you “4; gwamp Ansel... 700 200 300 80 | receipt of money or post-office order the arm will come 

5 00) 150° 260) 50 |to you. 
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without charge. 


|.82 Sharp's Triumph............ 


IMPORTANT TO SPORTSMEN.) “odern Observations 
A GREAT OBJECTION TO LOADING mee RIFLE SHOOTING. 


SHELLS FOR BREECH.LOADING = yED th %. — 

REMOVED | PRO SYSTEM SCOR: OK. 
ee Ce atone lAnd including SILICATE SLATE (for lead pen- 

A Drop of cil) for use on the Range, 

s Idi : P d cl | ohe hook. arare dlesrams, summary pages, and 
ue, |tlate are all printed on green vaper, to shield the 
pa ng s repare ’ eye from the sunlight. a The book is handsomely 
bound, and ia gotten Lf expressly to meet the 


Put on the rim of the wad, which is placed on 
ria rsa he we be BSNS ARS ents iri tor 
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GIVEN AWAY! 








To E R i 
0 very eader of This Paper ! firmly to the inside of the shell. Price entire, $1.00. 
Consisting of the beautiful and valuable Steel Engraving, entitled R. Ld. A, by Jerring whe?! ,nrnor AND PUBLISHER, 
_ EDWIN A. PERRY. 











The loading of the shells will not hereafter ° 
require any ap tas to crease or ream the 564 Falton St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


|shell to secure the top wad from moving, and the . 
shot always belng compact between the med Grand Headquarters, Established 1850. 


“CHRIST coz TEMPLE! "ff es2ices 


In an American edition, issued by W. W. Bostwick & Co., Publishers, 177 and 1 - 
West Fourth Street, Cincinnati, O., and furnished to every sii ” od go ery ’ yo Pe entice and peeved ing the 
REA gun from burs or producing a recoil. 
DER OF THIS PAPER FREE. Sra.pixe’s Paaranep Guve is used COLD,|"# * "y 


The retail prico of the English edition of this Engraving is $12.00 PER COPY. being chemically held in solution, and 
It illustrates one of the most remarkable incidents in the life time of our Savior, ALWAYS KEADY for use. Mannfacturers and Importers of all kinds of 
rses. Price 25 cents per bottle with brush. 


The subject is taken from Luke, Second Chapter, 46, 47, 48, 49, and 50th Vers 
Sold everywhere by Druggists and Genera! I 
oe . MUSIC BOXES 


Its size is three feet long and two feet wide, and has over - 
30 FIGURES REPRESENTED. 
it is tho best Premium ever given away. W. W. Bostwick & Co. will suppl 3 
every Reader of this ith the bl d ropri r “Christ A QUE 
every a pe poor wie | mo value e and appropriate Engraving of Christ L Mi E Ri : OF STANDARD REPUTATION. 
CICARETTES. 


Readors will therefore please cut out the following Certificate and i 
W. W. Bostwick & Co., Publishers, 177 and 179 West Fourth Street, bad 

CIGARETTE that quite 
ci at one-tenth the 

































Wedding, Holiday, and Birthday 
Presents. 







for redemption, together with 25 cents to pay f 
Sasunting the Engserine. ts to pay for postage, wrapping, roller, and 


Cut-Out this Readers’ Certificate. It is worth $5.00. 
CERTIFICATE. 


On receipt of this Certificate, together with 25 cents to for = 
Toller, wrapping, and mounting, we wi!l send the be 1 Endre : 
three feet long and two feet wido, entitled eens P 


“CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE.” 








The newest features manufsctured by us. 


Sublime Harmonies, 
Patented in the United States, England, and 
Germany. 






















j pro ductions ins of our f. . 
a Award. Ie 
High én our dealer for nr gaol. REVOLVER MUSICAL BOXES, 










To every Reader of this paper, by mail, postpaid. Send for mal) 
at once, stating name in full ee 6. address, county, and State A gees att - 
orders to W. W. BOSTWICK CO:, PUBLISHERS WM. S. KIMBALL & CO., CRS Aa, SS. 
A fine Musical Box will afford a delicate and 


177 & 179 W. Fourth St., Cincinnati, 0. Rochester, N. Y 
’ = 7 








aubstantial expression of friendship and 
















@@-Readers of this paper will be allowed this New Year’ m Gift, Prrr.ess T Ww . 
mn ate must be accompanied with above Certificate, a AG om. is Topacco WorKS laffection. 
and send with directions for mailing to Five Prize Medals. | RESH IMPORTATIONS RECEIVED 
WEEKLY. 








W. W. BOSTWICK & CO., PUBLISHERS, 
177 and 179 West Fourth Street, CINCINNATI, 0. 


HE PENN MOTUAYS. LIFE INS. 


COMPANY, OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Office, No. 921 Chestnut Street, Musical Boxes Made to Oréer. 


Incorporated in 1847. Send three-cent stamp fcr Price-list. 
Assets, nearly $5,750,000. The Penn mopeete MUSICAL BOXES CAREFULLY REPAIRED 


















W YEAR'S 
S = COPYRIGHT SECURED Mutual Iafe Company, and one of the oldest an 
Solid Sane toatend Baek FeIIRE a nucors aa og remem etn ak ee mete iene von. 
Rockers, Canis, Arm Chairs, Bed Chairs Setzeee, SS Rha est Roseible rates, vite Policies areallnon-for.| 980 Broadway, New York. 
and Patentees. Illustrated Circalais sent free. | Strings Cuinlogues fee. 1a0 Tremont St Boston.” oymant."" 'SAMUBL O. HUEY, President. | fACTORY IN SWITZERLAND. 
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THE ARMY. 
Utysses 8. Grant, President and Commander-in-Chief. 
J. Donald Cameron, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 
Colonel Randolph B. Marcy, Inspector-General. 
Brig.-Gen. Wm. M. K. Dunn, Judge-Advocate-General 
Colonel Albert J. Myer, Chief Signal Oiticer. 
Brig.-Gen. Montgomery C. Meigs, Quartermaster-General. 
— R. Macfeely, Commissary General of Sub 
8 istence. 
Brigadier-General Jos. K. Barnes, Surgeon-General. 
Brigadier-General Benj. Alvord, Paymaster-General. 


Brigadier-General And. A. Humphreys, Chief of Engineers, 
Brigadier’General Stephen V. Benét, Chief of Ordnance. 


W.T.Sherman, General of the Army of the United States, 
Washington, D.C. Colonel W. lL). Whipple, Asst. Adji-General. 
MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI, 
Lieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Headquarters, Chicago, Ill. 

Colonel Richard C. Drum, A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT OF Dakora.—Brigadier-General Alfred H. Terry 
Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 

Major George D. Kuggliesa, A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MissouRi.—Brigadier-Gen. John Pope: 
Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth, Kas. 

Major EK. R. Platt, A. A.-G. 











District of New Mexico.—Colonel Edward Hatch, 9th Cavalry: 
Headquarters, Santa Fe, N. M. 

First Lieutenant John 8. Loud, 9th Cavalry, Act. A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE.—Brigadier-General Geo. Crook: 
Headquarters, Omaha, Neb. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Williams, A. A.-G. 

District of the Biack Hilis.—Col. Ranald 8. Mackenzie, 4th Cay- 
alry: Headquarters Red Clond Agency, D. P. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GuLF.—Brigadier-General C. C. Augur 
Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 

Major Oliver D. Greene, A. A.-G, 

District of Baton pegs On, John R. Brooke, 3d In- 
fantry, Commanding: Headquarters, Baton Rouge Barracks, La. 

Second Lieut. Fayette W. Roe, 3d {nfantry, Act. A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT oF TExas.—Brigadier-General E. O. C. Ord: 
Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 

Major Jos. H. Taylor, A. A.-G. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 


Major-General W. 8. Hancock: Headquarters, New York. 
Colonel Jas. B. Fry, A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 
Colonel Thos. H. Ruger: Headquarters, Atlanta, Ga. 
Lieut.-Col. Chauncey McKeever, A. A.-G, 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 


Major-General I. McDowell: Headquarters, San Francisco, Cal. 

Lieutenant-Colonel John C. Kelton, A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA.—Major-General Irvin McDowell: 
Headquarters, San Francisco, Cal. 

Major Samuel Breck, A. A. G. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE Cor.UmBIA.—Brevet Major-Genera! O. O. 
Howard: Headquarters, Portland, Oregon, 

Major Henry C. Wood, A. A.-G 

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA.—Brevet Major-General Angust V. 
Kautz: Headquarters, Prescott. 

Major James P, Martin A. A.-G. 





ABSTRACT OF IMPORTANT ORDERS. 


G. O. 6, H. Q. A., Feb. 5, 1877. 
The following order is approved by the Secretary of 


ar: 

he Garrison Fiag, thirty-six feet fly and twenty 
feet hoist, wili hereatier be furnished only to very im- 
portant posts, or those having large garrisons, and 
will be hoisted only on gala days and great occasions. 

The Post Flag, twenty feet fly and ten feet hoist, 
will be furnished to all posts garrisoned by troops, and 
will be hoisted only in pleasant weather. 

The Storm Flag, eight feet fly and four feet two 
inches hoist, will be furnished to all occupied military 
posts and National Cemeteries, and will be hoisted in 
stormy or windy weather. Tnhis flag will also be used 
as a Recruiting Flag when the stock of those flags now 
on hand is exbausted. 

Officers accountable for flags will make the neces- 
sary corrections on their retarns by reporting as ‘‘ Post 
Flags” those heretofore designated as Storm Flags, 
and by reporting as ‘‘ Storm and Recruiting Flags” 
those beretofore designated as Recruiting Flags. 


§. O. 26, M. D. ATLANTIC, Feb. 2, 1877. 

The following movements of troops in the Division 
are ordered: Col. W. F. Barry, 2d Artillery, the Artil- 
lery School Band, Batteries G, lat, A, 3d, I, 5th, and 
C, 5th Artillery, and the ‘‘ attached recruits,” will 
proceed from Washington Arsenal, D. C., to Fort 
Monroe, Va., and resume their duties at that post. 

Major C. L. Best, and Batteries B, D, H, I, L., and 
M, 1st Artillery, and Batteries D and L, 2d Artillery, 
are relieved from duty in the Department of the South, 
and will take post as follows: Major C. L. Best, 1st 
Artillery, at Fort Independence, Mass.; Battery B, 1st 
Artillery, at Washington Arsenal, D. C. (vemporarily) 
Battery D, 1st Artillery, at Plattsburg Bks, N. Y.; Bat 
tery H, ist Artillery, at Fort Prebie, Me.; Battery I, 
1st Artillery, at Fort Warren, Mass.; Battery L, 1st 
Artillery, at Fort Independence, Mass.; Battery M, 
1st Artillery, at Fort Trumbull, Conn.; Batteries D 
and L, 2d Artillery, at Washington Arsenal, D. C. 
(temporarily). 





’ 





Cre. Lert. No. 3. Hopgrs Dept. or Texas, 
San Antonio, TEx., Jan. 23, 1877. 


Commanding Oficer Fort ——-: 


pliance with the verbal instructions of the Department 
Commander: 
Five Springfield rifles, cal. .45, witli Metcalfe’s cart- 


Metcalfe’s; 150 cartridge blocks, Metcalfe’s; 1,200 rifie 
ball cartridges, calibre .45, each to— 

Capt. F. E. Lacey, Co. A, 10th Infantry, Fort Mc- 
Kavett, Texas. 





1st Lieut C. L. Davis, Co. B, 10th Infantry, Fort | 


McKavett, Texas. 
Capt. J. N. Craig, Co. G, 10th Infantry, Fort Clark, 
Texas, 
Capt. J. W. Clous, Co. E, 24th Infantry, Fort 
Brown, Texas. 

Capt. C. C. Hood, Co. F, 24th Infantry, Fort Dun- 
can, Texas. 

Capt. L. Johason, Co. G, 24th Infantry, Ringgold 
Barracks, Texas. 

Capt. J. W. French, Co. A, 25th Infantry,. Fort 
Davis, Texas. 

Capt. C. Bentzoni, Co. B, 25th Infantry, Fort Clark, 
Texas. 

Capt. C. F. Robe, Co. C, 25th Infantry, Fort Stock- 
ton, Texas, 

Capt. E. E. Sellers, Co. D, 10th Infantry, Post of 
San Antonio, Texas. 

Four Springfield rifles, calibre .45, with Metcalfe’s 
cartridge block attachment; 20 cartridge block car- 
riers, Metcalfe’s; 140 cartridge blocks, Metcalfe’s; 
1,120 rifle ball cartridges, calibre .45. 

You will cause the officers named, serving at your 
post, to promptly render, through these Headquarters, 
to the Chief Ordnance Officer of the Department 
monthly reports upon the merits or demerits of the 
rifles sent them with the Metcalfe arrangement, giving 
fully such opinions as they may form relative to the 
advantages or disadvantages of the system. 

By command of Brigadier-Gen. Ord: 
J. H. Taytor, Asst. Adjt.-Gen. 





No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on Saturday, February 3, 1877. 





STAFF CORPS AND DEPARTMENTS 


CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


A. A. Surg. J. H. Collins will proceed to Fort 
Craig, N. M., and relieve A. A. Surg. W. B. Lyon 
from duty as Post Surgeon; A. A. Surg. Lyon on be- 
ing relieved will proceed to Fort Selden and relieve A. 
A. Surg. L. Kennon from duty et that post; A. A. 
Surg. Kennon on being relieved will proceed to Fort 
Craig, for duty at that post (8S. O. 5, D. N. M 

Surg. B. E. Fryer, assigned to duty as post surgeen 
of Fort Leavenworth, Kas., relieving Surg. J. P. 
Wright, who, upon being so relieved, will report to 
the C. O. Leavenworth Mil. Prison, Fort Leavenworth, 
Kas., for duty (S. O. 18, D. M.) 

A. Surg. T. E. Wilcox is relieved from duty at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kas., and will proceed 1o Camp Supply, 
I. T., for duty, relieving Asst. Surg. Whitehead, who, 
a to Fort Kiley, Kas., for duty (8S. O. 18, 
D. M.) 


DETACHED SERVICE. 


Lieut.-Col. J. F. Head; Surg., M. D., will proceed 
to Nashville, Tenn. (8. O. 21, D. 8.) 

A. Surg. W. C. Shannon, M. D., member G. C.-M. 
Fort Dancan, Texas, Feb. 1(S. O. 16, D. T.) 

Surg. J. C. Baily, member G. C.-M, Newport Bks, 
Ky., Feb. 2(S. O. 22, D. 8. 

A. Surg. C. K. Winne, M. D., member G. C.-M. 
Sidney Bks, Neb., Jan. 31 (S. O. 11, D. P.) 

A. Surg. J. W. Brewer, M. D., member G. C.-M. 
For: Bridger, Wy. T., Jan. 29 (S. O. 11, D. P.) 

Cupt. W. A. Elderkin, C. 8.,and Capt. G. A. Hull, 
members G. C.-M. Fort Leavenworth, Kas., Feb. 8 (8. 
O. 18, D. M.) 

A. Surg. J. B. Girard, M. D., member G. C.-M. Fort 
Wayne, Mich., Feb. 6(S. O. 22, M. D. A.) 

Lieut.-Col. J, W. Forsyth, Military Secretary, will 
inspect the cavalry regiments serving in Dept. of 
Platte, and also the Government transportation in use 
in that Department (S. O. 9, M. D. M.) 

Lieut.-Col. J. F. Head will preceed to Nashville, 
Tenn, (8. O. 21, D. 8.) 

Lt.-Col. J. A. Ekin, Dep. Q. M. Gen., will report to 
the = Ved of War, Washiugton, D. C. (8. O., Feb. 
; ) 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
One month, to take effect on 28th instant, Capt. J. 
R. McGinness, Ord. Dept., Chief Ord. Officer, At- 
anta, Ga. (8S. O. 18, D.8.) 

PAYMENT OF TROOPS. 
Major C. W. Wingard, P. D., will pay troops to in- 
clude the muster of Dec. 31, 1876, at Forts Walla 
Walla and Lapwai (8. O. 5, D. C.) 
Major W. B. Rochester, P. D., will pay troops sta- 
tioned at Columbia and Greenville, 8S. C., on the mus- 
ter and pay rolls of Dec. 31, 1876 (5. O. 21, D. 8.) 
So much of par. 8, S. O. 3, from these Hdqrs, as 
directs Major W. P. Gould, P. D., to pay troops sta- 
tioned at Columbia, Yorkville, and Marion, 8. C., is 
revoked (S. O. 21, D. ¥.) 


LONFIRMED 
The journey performed by Capt. E. J. Strang, A. 


The services of A. A. Surg. J. R. Barnett, McComb 
City, Miss., being no longer required, the contract 
with him is annulled to date Feb. 1, 1877 (8S. O. 18, 


ridge block attachmeut; 25 cartridge block carriers,| p g 


. G.) 
Par. 8,8. 0.18, from these Hdqrs, is amended so 
as to read that the contract with A. A. Surg J. R. 
Barnett, is annulled at his own request (S.O. 20, D.G.) 

The contracts with the following A, A, Surgeons are 
annulled, to take effect Feb. 1, 1877, viz.: J. W. Saun 
ders, stationed at Clinton, La.; T. Artaud, stationed 
at Jackson, Miss.; J. M. Kollock, stationed at Mount 
Vernon, Ala. (8S. O. 19, D. G.) 


NON-COMMISSIONED STAFF. 


Ord. Sergt. P. E. Monagan will proceed to Alcatraz 
Island, Cal., for duty (S. O. 18, D. D.) 

Hosp. Stew. A. Schmidt will proceed to Santa Fé, 
N.M., for assignment to duty (8. O. 18, D. M.) 

Hosp. Stew. W. Hamberg is relieved from duty at 
Fort Monroe, Va., and will proceed to Indianapolis 
Arsenal, Ind., for temporary duty (S. O. 24, M.D.A.)° 

Hosp. Stew. W. Grunert, from duty at Fort Lea- 
venworth, Kas., and will report tu C. O. Leavenworth 
Mil. Prison for duty, relieving Hosp. Stew. W. Boyd, 
who, will report to U. O. Fort Leavenworth for duty 
(8. U. 21, D. M.) 

Hosp. Step. P. Coyne, to duty at Aiken, 8. C. (S. 
O. 20, D. 8.) 

Hosp. Stew. J. Dowling will proceed to Fort Came- 
ron, Utah, for duty (S. O. 12, D. P.) 

Hosp. Stew. C. Hendy, now at Fort Fetterman, W. 
T., will report to C. O., of that post for duty; Hosp. 
Stew. 8. W. Richardson, relieved from duty at Fort 
Fetterman, and will proceed to Fort Laramie, W. T., 
for duty (8S. O. 12, D. P.) 

INSPECTION OF TROOPS. 

Col. D. B. Sacket, Insp.-Gen. of the Division, will, 
as soon as practicable, arrange for the inspection of 


the troops and posts in the Military Departments of the 
Missouri, Dakota, Platte, and Texas (S. O. 10, M.D.M.) 








THE LINE. 
CHANGES OF STATIONS OF TROOPS. 


Reported to the Adjutant-General’s Office during the 
week ending Saturday, Feb. 3, 1877: 
Co. D, 1st Artillery, from Columbia, 8. C., to Plattsburg Bar- 


racks, N. Y. 

Co. G, 1st Artillery, from Washington Arsenal, D. of Columbia, 
to Fort Monroe, Virginia. 
Co. B, 1st Artillery, from Charleston, 8. C., to Washington Ar- 
senal, D. of Columbia. 
Co. H, 1st Artillery, from Columbia, 8. C., to Fort Preble, Me. 
Co. I, 1st Artillery, from Columbia, 8. C., to Fort Warren, 
Co. L, 1st Artillery, from Columbia, 8. C., to Fort Indeper- 
dence, Mass. : 
‘ Co. M, 1st Artillery, from Charleston, 8. C., to Fort Trumbull, 
onn. 

Cos. D ard L, 2d Artillery, from Columbia, 8. C., to Washing- 
ton Arsenal, D. C. 
Co. A, 3d Artillery, from Washington Arsenal, D. C., to Fort 
Monroe, Virginia. 

Co. I, 3d ery, from Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H., to Fort 
Wadsworth, N. Y. H. 

Co. M, 3a Artillery, from Fort McHenry, Maryland, to Fort 
Hamilton, N. Y. H. 
Co. I, 4th Artillery, from Washington Arsenal, D. C., to Fort 
Monroe, Virginia. 
Co. C, 5th Artillery, from Washington Arsenal, D. C., to Fort 
GoD" 2d Tataniry, from Bagefield 8. C., to Atlanta, Georgia. 

‘o. D, ofantry, from Edge , 8. C., ta, 
Uo. H, 2d Infantry, from Coiumbia, 8. C., to Atlanta, Georgia. 
Co. a Infantry, from Alcatraz Island, Cal., to Angel Ie- 
land, Cal. 

Co. G, 17th Infantry, from Fort Buford, D. T., to Fort A. Lin- 
oln, D. T. 

Co. A, 18th Infantry, from Columbia, 8. C., to Spartaneburg, 8. C. 
Co. K, 18th Infantry, from Columbia, 8. C., to Greenville, 3. C. 


c 








ist CavaLry, Colo 
and E H, Ft Walla 
Kidwell, Cal.;  B, 

McDermit, Nev.; 


nel Cuvier Grover.—Headquarters, 
alla, W. T.; Camp 


th, 

L T.; h Camp 
Wash, DY bres aio. Chl.; G, San Dicgo Bis. Seb 
Detached Service. —Col. C. Grover inspector on cer- 
tain Q. M. stores at Fort Walla Walla, W. T. (8. O. 
4, D. ©. 

2d Livat. G. §. Hoyle appointed inspector at Fort 
Klamath, Ore. (8S. O. 7, D. U.) 

Capt. J. Jackson appointed inspector at Fort 
Klamath, Ore. (8. O. 7, D. C.) 

2np CAVALRY, Colonel I. N. Palmer.—-Headquasters 
A, B,D, E, Fort Sanders, W. T.; I, K, Fort Fred. Steele; C, 
Camp Stambaugh W. T.; F, G, H,"L, Fort Ellis, M. T.; 
M, Camp Brown, W. T. 

Detached Service.—2d Lieuts. F. U. Robinson, F. W. 
Sibley, H. D. Huntington, members, G. O.-M. Fort 
Bridger, W. T., Jan. 29 (8. O. 11, D, P.) 

Relieved. —2d Lieut. H. D. Huntington from ow as 
member G. C.-M, Fort Bridger, W. ‘I, by par. 1, 8. O. 
11, from these Hdqrs (S. O. 12, D. P.) 


, 


Capt. H. E. Noyes trom duty as member G. U.-M, 
Fort D. A. Russell, by 8. O. 151 and 167, from these 
Hdars (8. O. 18, D. P.) 


8rnp Cavaury, Col. J. J. Reynolds.—Headquart 
eR Fen ir Fort Vetrormaa: Ei ie 
B, C, L, Camp Robinson, Neb. M, Camp Sheridan, Neb.; K’ 
Cneyenne, W. T. 

Service.—2d Lieut. G@. A. Dodd, member. 


Detached ’ 
G. C-M. Fort Bridger, W. T.. by par. 1, 8 0. 11, 


from these Hdgqrs (8. O. 12, D. P. 
Jr., 2d Lieut, 0. L, Ham- 


Capt. H. W. Wesse 
mond, members, G. C.-M. Sidney Bks, Neb., Jan. 31 








Sie: The following issues having been made from 


Q. = from Fort Worth to Denison, Texas (S. O. 17, 
e be) 





(8. O. 11, D. P.) 
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Captain G. Russell and ist Lieutenant O. 
Elting, members, G. C.-M. Fort D. A. Russell, Wy. T., 
Feb. 8 (8. 0. 14, D. P.) 

Leave of Absence.—Capt. F. Van Vlict, Camp Robin- 
son, Neb., extended one month (S. O. 8, M. D. M.) 

-—Upon completion of his trial before the G. 
C.-M. convened by 8. O. 244, series of 1876, Hdqrs of 
the Army, A. G. O., Capt. A. Moore will at once re- 
turn te Fort Laramie, W. T., and report to C. O. of 
that post for duty (8. O. 12, D. P.) 


41H Cavatny, Col. R. 8. McKenzie.—Headquarters, 
. D, E, F, H, 1, M, Camp Robinson,Neb.; A, C, K, F 
Sill, 1. T.; G, L, Fort Reno, Lr. 7 ——- 


Lieut. MeKinney.—We have already published Gen. 
Crook’s congratulations to his troops, in which he 
makes fitting allusion to the death of this gallant offi- 
cer. The following Regimental Order is just at hand: 


Hpgrs 4tu U. S. Cavarry, “ Powper River Exrepition,” } 
Sta Camp on Bevis Fou rcne River, Wy. T., Dec. 21, 1876. { 
G. O. No, 21, 

[tis with a regret, which every ofhcer and soldier of the regi- 
ment will understand, that the colonel « ling announces 
the death of Ist Lieut. John A. McKinney, who was killed in 
action with hostile Indians on the 25th of November. 

The death of a gallant and high-minded gentleman, a genial 
associate anda kindly superior, alike respected and well loved 
by those who were his equals and those who served under him, 
is a loss to his regiment which cannot be made good. 

Lieut. benzo when there was no thought of any portion 
of his regiment t ing partin the tronbles with the Sioux, applied 
for service in the Department of the Platte, and renewed his 
request, which had been declined, immediately on the receipt of 
the news of the death of Genera) Custer and his many gallant 
associates in the 7th regiment of Cavalry. When, shortly after- 
wards, six companies of the 4th regiment of Cavalry were or- 
dered to the Sioux country, while the company to which Lieut. 
McKinney belonged, under the orders of the Department Com- 
mander, remained in the Indian Territory, he was attached, at 
his earnest wish, to a company likely to see active service. 

The example of a gallant life is never thrown away in death, if 
the memory of earnest, soldierly wish for the most trying of ser- 
vice, in the future may incite others so to live, or if needs be to 
meet death with that same calm courage, which, in its splendid 
self-abnegation renders men of every rank, living or dying, as 
soldiers, equals. 

The usual badge of mourning will be worn by the officers of 
the regiment, for thirty days, after receipt by them of this order. 

By order of Colonel R. 8. Mackenzie: 
Josrern H. Dorst, 
2d Lieut. 4th Cavalry, Adjutant. 





StH Cavatry, Col. W. Merritt.—Headquarters, 
and A, B, F, H, I, L, Fort D. A. Russell, W. T.: D, K, Sidney 
Bks., Neb.; C,G, E, M, Fort McPhereon, Neb. 


Detached Service.—Capts. S. §S. Sumner, A. E. 
Woodson, members, and ist Lieut. J. B. Babcock, 
+s of G. C.-M. Sidney Bks, Neb., Jan. 31 (S. O. 11, 

Led 

Capts. J. M. Hamilton, A. B. Taylor, 1st Licut. E. 
W. Ward, 2d Lieut. E. P. Andrus, members, and Ist 
Lieut. C. H. Rockwell, J.-A. of G. C.-M. Fort D. A. 
Russell, Wy. T., Feb. 8 (S. O. 14, D. P.) 

2d Lieut. H. W. Wheeler, member, G. C.-M. Fort D. 
A. Russell, W. T., per 8. O. 151, 160 and 167, series of 
1876, from these Hdgqrs (8S. O. 13, D. P.) 


bw | Gavanay, Col. James Oakes.—Headquarters anc 

, G, M, Camp Grant, A. T.; B, Camp Lowell, A. T.: K, 

Fort Whipple, A.T.; HL, Cainp Bowie A. TA, 'D, Cam} 
Apache, A. T.; E, Camp Verde, A. T.; I, Camp McDowell, 
A. F.3 F, Camp on Gila, A. T. 


ta CavaLry, Colonel 8. D. Sturgis.—Headquarters, 
and B, G, I, K, L, Fort A. Lincoln, D. T.; A, D, H, 
M, Fort Rice, D. T.; C, Fort Totten, D. T.; F, Fort Aber- 
crombie, D. T. 


Detached Servwe.—Capt. C. 8. Isley, member, G. 
C.-M. Fort Leavenworth, Kas., Feb. 8 (S. 0.18, D. M.) 

To Join.—Capt. H. J. Nowlan having closed his 
accounts as A. A. Q. M. of the late Sioux Expedition, 
will rejoin his proper station, Fort A. Lincoln, D. T. 
(S. 0. 12, D. D.) 

Regimentat Resolutions —We are requested to publish 
the following : 

AT A MEETING Of the officers of the 7th Cavalry, at this post, 
on the 19th day of January, 1877, of which Major J. G. Tilford, 
7th Cavalry, was chosen president, and 1st Lieut. F. M. Gibson, 
7th Cavalry, secretary, a committee consisting of Major Tilford, 
Captain Benteen, and Lieut. Gibson, 7th Cavalry, was selected to 
draft the following resolutions, viz. : 

Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God in his wise dispensa 
tions, to take from our midst such a seemingly unequal share of 
our companions, friends, acquaintances and comrades in arms, 
made dear and near to us from long association; 

Therefore, be it resolved, That we adopt this course as a roper 
medium through which to express our deep regret for the loses of 
the brave officers and men, who met so sad a fate, and whose 
lives were brought to such an untimely end at the battle of the 
_ Big Horn, in Montana Territory, on the 25th day of June, 

Be it also resolved, That the regiment has sustained a loss, the 
magnitude of which is unparalleled in the annals of our history, 
and the service a loss, through the death of so many officers dis 
tinguished for their long and brilliant military careers, from 
which it will be difficult to recover; and the sad loss of so many 
others, who were stricken down in the bloom of youth, by 
whoee fall the country has been deprived of the services of 
brighi, promising, ambitious and gallant young officers, and 
their families and the Army, of their pride; 

Be it also resolved, That in the death of Captain Thomas B. 
Weir, 7th Cavalry, Brevet Lieutenant Colonel U. S. A., which 
occurred in New York on the 9th day of December, 1876, the 
regiment and service at large has lost one of its most briliiant 
officers, and one who has rendered to bis country long and 
valuable service. He carries to his grave the heartfelt regrets of 
his many comrades and friends; 

Be it further resolved, That we bow our heads in humble sub- 
mission to the unerring will of God Almighty, in severing a tie 
so tightly wrought by long years of the closest intimacy, and by 
the hardships incident to a soldier's life, which we were so often 
called upon to share ; 

Ba vt further resolved, That we thus offer our condolence to the 
bereaved families of our fallen comrades, whose memory shal) 
ever grow green, and the sacrifice they have made for the ad- 
vancement of humanity forever be remembered ; 

Be it further resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent 
to the families of the deceased, and to the Anwy anp Navy 
JounnaL and the New York Herald for publication. 

J. G, Tit¥voRD, Major 7th Cavalry, President. 

F. M. Grason, Ist Lieut. 7th Cavairy, Secretary. 

Fort Rice, D. T., January 21, 1877. « 


8rua Cavaury, Col. J. L G 
Cc, D, I, L, M, Fort Brown, 3 
A, E, @, 'H, Ringgold Barracks, Tex.; 
F, ecou y 
Detached Service.—ist Lieut. J. D. Stevenson, 2 
Lieuts. J. Guest, Jr., J. W. Pinder, members, G. C.-M, 
Fort Duncan, Tex., Feb, 1 (8. O. 16, D. T.) 


.—Headquarters and 
B, Fort Clark, Texas ; 
K, Fort Duncan, Tex.; 


5 


22,M.D.A 





9TH CavaLRy, Col. Edward Hatch.—Headquarters, 
Santa Fe, N. M.; E, K, Ft Union, N. M.; I, Ft ingat®, 
N. M.; G, Fort Garland, ©. T.; H, M, Ft Stanton, N. M.; F, 
Fort Selden, N. M.; A, C, Fort Bayard, N. M.: B, Fort Craig, 
N. M.; D, Fort Wallace, Kas.; L, Fort Lyon, Col. 

10TH CAVALRY, Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson.— 
Headquarters and A, Se A Fort Concho, Tex.; 
G, Fort Giffin, Tex.; C,’ Fort McKavett, Tex.: M, Fort 
Stocavcn, Tex.: H. Ft Davis, Tex.; }, Fort Richardson, Tex.; 
B, Ft McIntosh, Tex.: E, San Felipe, Tex.; K, Ft Clark, Tex. 
Change of Station.—The C. O. Dist. of Nueces will 

relieve Cos. D and F from duty in his District and 

order them to proceed to Fort Cencho, Texas, (their 

proper station, for duty (S. O. 16, D. T.) 
Detached Service.—Major G. W. Schofield, member, 

G. C.-M. Fort Duncan, ‘Tex., Feb. 1 (S. O. 16, D. T.) 








lst ARTILLERY, Col. Israel Vogdes.— Headquarters 
and K, Fort Adams, R. I.; I, Fort Warren, Mass.; 

M, Fort Trumbull, Conn.; D, Plattsburgh Barracks, N. Y.; 

G, Ft Monroe, Va.: H, Fort Preble, Me.; L, Fort Indepen- 

dence. Mass.; A,t+ C,t E,t F,t’ En route to N. .Y.; B, 

Washington Arsenal. 

+ Washington, D. C., temporary duty. 


Detached Service.—1st Lieut. J. M. Ingalls is detailed 
as Professor of Military Science and Tactics at the 
Houghton High School, Houghton, Mich. (8S. O., 
Feb. 6, W. D.) 

Marriage.—Lieut. Henry W. Hubbell, of this regi- 
ment, was united in marriage, on the 30th of January, 
to Miss Sara Sprague, the daughter of an old Army 
ofticer, Col. John T. Sprague. The ceremony was 
performed by the Right Rev. J. F. Young, Bishop of 
Florida, at Trinity Church, St. Augustine, Fla. 

Arsenal Festivities. —The N. Y. Graphic dwells upon 
the social aspects of the ‘‘ military occupation” of the 
Capital: 


Great concern was experienced by the 
the “ germans "’ when the order was published for certain of the 
troops stationed here to leave for their posts elsewhere. Whe- 
ther the girls should be without partners at the german to be 
given by the Washington (sometimes called the Army end 
Navy) Club this evening seemed to be decided in the affirmative 
by this order. There have been thirteen batteries stationed at 
the arsenal, four of which left to-day, but four other companies 
will take their place immediately. So our belles will not lack 
beaux. Certain young officers who had very pressing social en- 
gagements, such as ee pledged to partners for the evening's 
german, have been permitted to remain here until Thursday. 
Mrs. Robeson will receive at the german this evening. 

The officers at the arsenal issued cards early in January for 
matinees dansantes at their headquarters on Saturdays, from two 
to five p. u., during January and February, and each week since 
have had the pleasure of welcoming a number of their friends, 
both ladies and gentlemen. There isa fine old-fashioned man- 
sion, with spacious rooms, broad halls, and piazzas back and 
front, within a stone-throw of tte river, in the arsenal enclosure. 
The view from the rear windows of this dwelling and the back 
balcony is very fine, especially on an afternoon like Saturday, 
when the atmosphere was clear and the sun shining brightly. 
The young people danced in the parlors and halls, and even on 
the balcony, so mild was the temperature. A larger number of 
guests was present than on any previous occasion, and all ages, 
from the debutantes up to the gray-haired dames and squires, 
were well represented. The ladies who received the guests were 
Mrs. Lorraine, the daughter of Mr. Chief Clerk McDonald of the 
Senate; Mrs. McCrea, Mrs. Loder, Mrs. Pratt, and Mrs. Graves. 
Major William Preston Graves, the husband of the last-named 
lady, is a son of a former Representative in Congress from Ken- 
tucky. 
2nD ARTILLERY.—Colonel William F. Barry.—Head- 

quarters, and A, H, Fort Mcflenry, Md.; B, Ft Yoote,Md., E, 

leigh, N. C.; F, Morgantown, N. C.; K, Fort Monroe, 
Va.: C, D, G, I, L, Washington, D. C.; M, Fort Johnston, 
N. C. 

Detached Service.--Capt, W. McK. Dunn, Jr., mem- 
ber, G. C.-M. Fort Leavenworth, Feb. 8 (S. O. 18, 


D.M.) 


8rp ARTILLERY, Col. George W. Getty.—Headquar- 
ters and C, L, M, Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H.; A, Fort Monroe, 

Va.; B, Fort Niagara, N. Y.; H, Madison Barracks, N. Y.; 

F, Fort Ontario, N. ¥.: K, Fort Wood, N. Y. H.; D, E, 

Washington, D. C.; G, Indianapolis Arsenal; I, Fort Wads- 

worth, N. Y. H. 

Change of Station.—Bat. M from duty at Fort Mc- 
Henry, Md., and will take post at Fort Hamilton, 
N. Y. H. The enlisted men of this battery now at 
Fort Wadsworth, N. Y. H., will report for duty there- 
with on its arrivai at Fort Hamilton. Bat. I from duty 
at Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H., and will take post at Fort 
Wadsworth, N. Y. H. (8. O. 26, M. D. A.) 

Detached Service.—Capt. G. F. Barstow, 1st Lieut. J. 
B. Burbank, 2d Lieut. L. L. Brufl, members, and ist 
Lieut. C. Chase, J.-A. of G. C.-M. Indianapolis Arsenal, 
Ind., Feb. 8 (8. O. 24, M. D. A.) 

ist Lieut. E. Davis, 2d Lieut. W. E. Birkhimer, 
members, G. C.-M. Fort Wayne, Mich., Feb. 6 (8. O. 


yon ladies who attend 


-) 
1st Lieut. F. W. Hess detailed as Professor of Mili- 
tary Science and Tactics at the Allegheny College§ 
Meadville, Penn. (8. O., Feb. 2, W. D.) 
Leave of Absence—2d Lieut. C. B. Satterlee, extended 
fifieen days (8. O. 22, M. D. A.) 


tie } 
4rH ARTILLERY, Col. Horace Brooks.—Headquarters, 
B, C, Presidio, Cul.; H, K, L, Alcatraz Isl., Cal.; E, Fi Stevens, 
Or.; G, M, Sitka, Alaska; D, Fort Canby, Wash. T.; 
I, Fort Monroe, Va.; A, Fort Wrangel, Alaska. F, Pt. Jose, 
Cal. 


5raH AnrviLiERy, Col. Henry J. Hunt.—Headquarters 
and F, Summerville, 8. C.; A, K, St. Augustine, Fla,; B, 1, 
L, M, Fort Barrancas, Fla.; D, ‘Tallahassee, Fla.: G, i, Key 
West, Fla; I, Charleston, 8. C.; C, Fort Monroe, Va. 
Jo Join.—Col. H. J. Hunt will join his proper sta- 
tion (8. O., Feb. 2, W. D.) 





isr InFANTRY.—Colone] Thomas G. Pitcher. —Head- 
narters and I, D, E, C, Ft Randall, D. T.; A, Lower 
rule Agency: B, F, H, Fort Sully, D. T.; G, K, 
Standing Rock Agency. 
2np INFANTRY, Colonel Frank Wheaton.—Headquar- 
ters and A, B,* D, E, H, K, Atlanta, Ga.; F, Chattanvoga; 
C, Aiken, S. C.; G,* Edgefield, 8S. C.; 1, Jeffersonville, 


o Tailahassee, Fla., temporary duty. 

Detached Service.—Licut.-Col. H. C. Merriam, Major 
D. P. Hancock, Capts. M. A. Cochran, A. W. Krout- 
inger, 2d Lieut. K. T. Earle, members, and ist Lieut. 
S. McKeever, J.-A. of G@. C.-M. Newport Bks, Ky., 
Feb, 2 (8. O, 22, D. 8.) 





a 
2d Lieut. W. V. Wolfe, member, G. C.-M. Indian 
apolis, Ind., Feb. 8(S. O. 24, M. D. A.) 
1st Lieut. A. R. Egbert is appointed to act as In- 
spector on certain property at Jeffersonville, Ind. (S. 
O., Jan. 31, W. D.) 


Lieut.-Colonel Merriam.—This officer was the recipient of a 
very graceful and substantial acknowledgment—in the shape of 
a very beautiful and a sword-of-honor—from certain Ameri- 
can merchants whom Col. Merriam had befriended in the discharge 
of his duties when in charge of :he U.S. troops on the Kio 

irande in April, 1876. These gentleman, Messrs. Melmo, Gil- 
gan, Diamond, Aldrete, Walsh, Levy and Villegas, were :epre- 
sented by Major Evins, who presented the sword to Col, Merriam 
in a brief complimertary address, and in presence of Gen. Frank 
Wheaton and staff, and promivent citizens of Atlanta, Georgia, 
where Col. Merriam is now stationed. Our space will admit of 
but a brief extract from Major Evins remarks. ‘ These calls 
upon you were for immediate protection of property, liberty and 
life itself, and act you must, or all would soon have been lost. 
Your own good juagment, then, was your only guide, and I am 
proud to know that though withont authority of law or superior 
command, when called upon under such circumstances you were 
equal to the occasion and = had the manhood and courage to 
lend a listening ear and a helping hand to your countrymen in 
distress. And I am indeed, sir, prouder still to know that your 
acts and doings on these embarrassing occasions have had the 
unconditional and complimentary approval of your Government 
and your superior officers, and more still, the complimentary 
approval of the authorities of New Laredo, Mexico.” 

Col. Merriam in reply said: ‘‘In my service of eight years on 
the Mexican border, during which it was my fortune to command 
from time to time every military post on that border, from New 
Mexico to the great gulf, I have acquired a fair knowledge, I 
think, of the people who inhabit, or infest, that part of Mexico. 
For this occasion I will divide them into two classes: First, a 
class com posed of shepherds, farmers and werchants, etc., among 
whom are afew adventurous foreigners, who try, under many 
disadvantages to earn their bread by honest toil. This class, 
especially on the lower Rio Grande, is greatly in the minority. 
In the sevond class are the men who deem the occupations I have 
mentioned, and which are so respectable eleewhere in the world, 
as entirely unworthy the descendants of Cortez and Montezuma; 
a class of men whose happiness is measured by the width of their 
sombreros and the silver braid that decorates them, by the size 
of their jingling spurs and the amount of solid silver ornaments 
on their clothes and horse equipments; aclass of men who do 
not allow their free spirits to be curbed by such arbitrary rules 
as the ten commandments, and whose ideal and acknowledged 
great chief is the robber general Cortinas, against whom fifty- 
nine true bills for indictment for felonies committed in Texas 
are now standing in the court records of that State. This class, 
which is greatly in the majority within the influence of that 
notorious chief, is chiefly occupied in time of peace in making 
raids into Texas for plunder and murder of our people. When 
revolutions occur in Mexico, which unfortunately for Texas are 
frequent, this class under their petty chiefs act on one side or 
the other, according to considerations of personal safety and 
profit. At these times they give their attention to robbery and 
murdering foreigners who have ventured to live among them 
and especially do they give their attentions to Americans. It 
was under these circumstances that it became my duty, as I con- 
ceived it, on several occasions to apply a remedy more vigorous 
than courteous diplomatic civility, to protect the lives and pro- 
perty of Americans at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico.” 

The presentation sword is a very fine Solingen blade, elabor- 
ately chased, enciosed in a silver scabbard, with gold mountings 
suitably inscribed. The grip is of fine tortoise-shel!, and the 
belt of gold bullion, with heavy gold buckle bearing the arms of 
the U.S. It has fallen into hands that will use it with honor. 


38RD InFantRY, Colonel De L. Floyd-Jones.—Head- 
quarters and A, E, F,* G.* H,* Jackson Barracks, La, ; D, St. 
Martinsville, La.; C,* I, Pineville, La.; B,* K,* Baton Rouge 


ks, La. 
* New Orleans, La., temporary duty. 


4TH InFANTRY, Colonel Franklin F. Flint.—Head- 
uarters and G, K, Fort Bridger, W. T.; A, Fort Fred. 

Steele, W. T.; 'B, &, Ft Reno, W. T.; C, F,’ Ft. Fetter: 

man, W. T.; D, H, Omaba Bks, Neb.; I, Cantonment 

Reno, W. T. 

Detached Service.—Capt. W. H. Bisbee, 1st Lieut. J. 
H. Spencer, members, G. C.-M. Omaha Bks, Neb., 
Jan. 29 (8S. O. 11, D. P.) 

1st Lieut. J. Scott, Q. M., member, and ist Lieut. 
T. E. True, Adjt., J.-A. of G. C.-M. Fort Bridger, 
W. T., Jan. 29(S. O. 11, D. P.) 

Relieved.—2d Lieut. L. Merriam from duty as m:m- 
ber G. C.-M. by par. 2, 8.0. 151, from these Hdqrs 
(S. O. 12, D. P.) 


5taH INFANTRY, Colonel Nelson A. Miles.—Ileud- 
uarters and A,{B,¢C,;D,{£,¢F,t G,t H,t It K,¢ Cantonment 
‘ongue River, M. T. 
+ Powder River Expedition. 


Detached Service.—2d Lieut. T. M. Woodruff, mem- 
ber, and Ist Lieut. W. J. Volkmar, J.-A. of G. C.-M. 
Fort Leavenworth, Kas., Feb. 8 (8S. O. 18, D. M.) 

Leare of Absence.—One month, to apply for extension 
of five months, Lieut.-Col. J. N. G. Whistler, under 
orders from Col. N. A. Miles, commanding Canton- 
ment on Tongue River, M. T., requiring him to pro- 
ceed to Dept. Hdqrs on public service (S. O. 12, D. D.) 


6Tua INFANTRY, Colonel William B. Hazen.—Head- 
mag and C, D, E, F. G, I Fort Buford, D. T.; A, Standing 

ock, Agency, D. T.; B, Fort Abraham Lincoln, D. T.; H, K, 
Fort Stevenson, D. T. 


Leave of Absence.—One month, to apply for extension 
of fifteen days, 1st Lieut. KE. B. Gibos, A. D. C., St. 
Paul, Mion. (8S. O. 12, D. D.) 


Qru InFANTRY, Col. John Gibbon.—Headquarters, 
and A, B, G, H, I, K, Fort Shaw, M. T.; C, Fort Ellis, M. 
T. ; D, 2, Camp Baker, M. T.; F, Fort Benton, M. T. 


Detached Service.—1st Lieut. W. Quinton relieved as 
a member G. C.-M. instituted by par. 5, 8. O. 130, of 
1876, from these Hdqrs, and is appvinied J.-A. of the 
court, vice 2d Lieut. Schofield, relieved (S. 0.14, D. D.) 


81H InFantRy, Col. August V. Kautz.—Headquar- 
ters, Prescott, A. T.; F, Fort Whipple, A. T.; A, B, Camp 
Verde, A. T.; C, Camp McDowell, A. T.; G, Camp Lowell, 
A. T.; E, K, Camp Apache, A. ‘T.; H, Ft. Yuma, Cal; I, Cp. 
Grant, A. T.; D, Camp on Gila, A. T. 


Fort Whipple.—A correspondent sends us the fol- 
lowing dramatic criticism: 


The “‘ Fort Whipple Dramatic Association "’ is to be congratu- 
lated upon the highly successful and satisfactory opening of 
their winter series of entertainments, which was given at the'r 
new theatre building, an Tuesday evening, January 16. 

Long before the time for the curtain to rise, the well-warmed 
and brilliantly-lighted auditorium was nearly filled by an appre- 
ciative audience, some two hundred in number. The arrange- 
ments for seating the spectators were entirely satisfactory, and 
the brief interval before the commencement of the perform 
ance was passed very pleasantly in listening to the music far- 
nished by the 8th Infantry Band, uuder the leadership of Prof. 
Abbiatti—whe had selected for this occasion some of the choic- 
est pieces from his repertoire—a very enjoyable feature of the 
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evening's entertainment. Carriages had been kindly farnished 
for the conveyance of the Prescott people to and from the 
theatre, and as the last one arrived, a few minutes past cight, 
the curtain rose toacrowded house, and a murmur of please 

surprise was general throughout the audience at the elegant ap- 
pearance of the stage, which represented a cosy and tastefally- 
furnished drawing-room, brilliantly lighted and enclosed by box 
scenes, tbe Jatter giving much more of a realistic effect than it 
wonld be possible to obtain by using the old arrangements of 
* wings ” and “ flate.”” 

The programme of the evening consisted of Tom Taylor’s 
popular commediectta, ‘To Oblige Benson,” and Morton’s en- 
joyable farce, ** Poor Pillicoddy.”’ 

The cast in the former was: Mr. Benson, a barrister, Lieut. 
Whitney ; Mr. Trotter Southdown, his friend, Col. Martin ; Mr. 
Jno. Meredith, Benson’s pupil, Mr. Thomas ; Mrs. Benson, Mrs. 
Martino ; Mrs. Trotter Southdown, Mrs. Van Horn. 

The cast in the farce was: Mr. Pillicoddy, Col. Martin ; Capt. 
O’Scuttle, Mr. Houghton; Mre. Pillicoddy. Mrs. Martin; Mrs. 
O'Scuttle, Miss Titus ; Sarah Blunt, Mrs. Kautz. 

The entertainment wae highly creditable to each performer, 
and was rendered more enjoyable by their general merit than if 
—as is often the case in amateur troupes, and even regular theat- 
rical companies—they included one star of transcendent merit, 
and the usual accompaniment of dim satellites, whose feeble 
support so often mars, and frequently destroys, the effect of 
dramatic representations. Col. Martin, in his impersonations of 
the characters assumed by him, added new laurels to those he 
wou in the series of entertainments given by this association 
last winter, and from the talent displayed by him one would al- 
most believe that he had been bred to the histrionic art. His 
costume in each play was in admirable keeping with his part, 
and his interpretations of “Trotter Southdown”’ and ‘“ Poor 
Pillicoddy ’’—two very dissimiler characters—were highly meri- 
torious. Lieut. Whitney, as ‘‘ Benson,’’ made a ** strong impres- 
sion on the jury,”’ and looked the personification of dignity. 

Mr Thomas sustained his vole in a highly commendable man- 
ner, This—his first appearance upon the boards—was a more 
trying ordeal (from the fact that his part included the opening 
lines of the play) than if it had admitted of a later appearance 
upon the scene, and his manner, under the circumstances, was 
so easy and graceful that we could hardly believe that on this 
occasion he was making his deduf. 

Mrs. Martin; as ‘‘ Mrs, Benson,” and alsoin the part of “ Mrs. 
Pillicoddy,”’ represented in a decidedly creditable manner each 
of the characters assigned to her. Mrs. Van Horn, in her inter- 
pretation of the role of **Mrs. Trotter Southdown,” evidently 
had the keenest possible appreciation of the author’s idea, which 
she carried ont so naturally and thoroughly as to fully entitle 
her to the hearty and frequent applause which she received. 
“Capt. O’Scuttle ’ was admirably tendered by Mr. Houghton, 
who looked every inch the “ old salt,” althongh his habiliments 
were free from the “ barnacles and sea-weed ” with which “ Pilh- 
coddy*’ expected he would be covered ; he appeared with his 
* gea-legs ” still on, and in point of costume and nautical ap- 
pearance generally, left nothing te be desired. The combination 
of injured husband, wild Irishman. and bronzed “Son of Nep- 
tune,’ was portrayed by Mr. Houghton in an almost faultless 
manner. notwithstanding this was his first effort in the dramatic 
line. Miss Titus, as ‘‘ Mrs. O’Scuttle,”’ was especially to be com- 
mended for her very striking costume, which was thoroughly 
appropriate to the character represented by her, and was so Iu- 
dicrous as to — that her interest in the proper delineation of 
the sailor's wife was greater than the natural feminine desire to 
present an attractive appearance. Her acting was particularly 
noticeable for its earnestness, and her thorough comprehension 
of the character gave evidence of careful study, which enabled 
her to so thoroughly identiiy herself with the part as to entirely 
lose her individuality. Her eudden change of expression and 
manner upon learning that the little “‘ Jennie"? was not a rivalin 
the aftections of her husband, but merely a Brazilian monkey, 
would have done credit to an experienced artiste. 

The character of the irrepressible servant girl, ‘‘ Sarah Blunt,” 
was finely sustained by Mrs. Kau'z in her usual arch and spark- 
ling style. ‘*‘Sarah’s” ineffectual struggles with the problem of 
the English currency, her incorrigible curiosity, and general 
awkwardness of manner, were represented tothe life. 

Col. Martin deserves great credit for his untiring efforts in 
superintending the construction and arrangement of the theatre, 
the selection of the plays, the supervision of the rehearsals, and 
his careful and energetic management of the affairs of the asso- 
ciation, which has resulted in so brilliant a success. 

The association have been to a great expense in modelling 
and fitting up the theatre, and on account of the necessary ex- 
pense incidental thereto, they have very properly decided to 
charge an admission fee until a sufficient sum shall have accu- 
mulated to reimburse them for their outlay. 

The entire performance was eminently successful, and heartily 
enjoyed by the audience, who rewarded the efforts of the per- 
formers by frequent and enthusiastic applause. 
9tn INFANTRY, Col. John H. King.— Headquarters 

and B, D, F, H, I, K, Omaha Barrack,Neb.; C, Ft Laramie, W. 

T.; G, Camp Robinson, Neh.; I, Camp Sheridan, Neb.; E, 

Fort Reno, W. T.; A, North Platte, Neb. 

Detached Service —ist Lieuts. A. H. Bowman, M. C. 
Foot, W. B. Pease, W. E. Hofman, 2d Lieut. J. A. 
Baldwin, members, and 2d Lieut. E. B. Robertson, 
J.-A. of G. C.-M. Omaha Bks, Neb., Jan. 29 (S, O. 11, 
| 

2d Lieut. T. 8. McCaleb, member, G. C.-M. Sidney 
Bks, Neb., Jan. 31(S. O. 11, D. P.) 

Examination.—A Board of Officers to consist of Major 
E. F. Townsend, 9th Inf., Capt. F. Mears, 9th Inf., 
and Capt. W. H. Bisbee, 4th Inf., is appointed to meet 
at Omaha Bks, Neb., Feb. 5, for examining into and 
reporting upon the qualifications of Sergt. J. Kaley, 
Co. D, 9th Inf., for appointment as Superintendent of 
a National Cemetery (S. 0. 13, D. P.) 
10rH INFANTRY, Colonel Henry B. Clitz.—Head- 

uarters and A, B, C, E, F, I, Fort McKavett, Tex.; 
, San Antonio, Tex.; G, H, K, Fort Clark, ‘Tex. 

To Join.—2d Lieut. R. C. Van Viiet is relieved from 
duty at Fort Columbus, NY. H., and will join his 
regiment (S. O., Feb. 1, W. D.) 


lita Inrantry, Colonel William H. Wood.—Herad- 
uarters and C, D. E, F, G, I, K, Cheyenne Agency, 
. T.; A, B, H, Standing Rock Agency,D. T. 


12Tn InFauTry, Colonel Orlando B. Willcox.—Ilead- 
uarters and B,I, Angel Island, Cal.; A, K, Camp Mojave, 
. T.; C, Fort Yuma, Cal. ; D, Camp Independence, Cal. ; E. 

Camp Gaston, Cal.; G, Camp McDermit, Nev.; HM, Camp ifall 

leck, Nev.; F, Alcatraz Island, Cal. 
13TH InFanTRY, Colonel P. R. de Trobriand.—Head- 

uartere and D, F,t NewOrleans,La.; A,* I, Vicksburg, Miss.; 
,* C, H,* Baton Rouge, La.; G,* Holly Springs, Miss.; E, 

Little Rock, Ark.: K,* Columbus, Miss, 

* New Orleans, temporary duty. 

+ Baton Rouge. 

Detached Service.—1st Lieut. J. Fornance relieved as 
member G..C.-M. par. 5, 8. O. 5, trom these Hdqrs, 
and is appointed J.-A. of said court vice 2d Lieut. B. 
H. Gilman, relieved (S. 0. 18, D. G.) 

Legislation.—The following Act of Congress is pub- 
lished for the information and government of all con- 


cerned : 
An aot for the relief of J. T. McGinniss, captain of 18th Infantry, 
United States Army. 

Re it enacted, etc., That J. T. McGinniss, captain of the 13th 
Infantry, U. 8S. Army, is hereby relieved from the responsibility 
of commissary-funds amounting to $380.79, the property of the 
United States, which were stolen in an office-safe from a tent at 
Fort Shaw, M. T., October, 1867. 

Received by the President December 19, 1876. 


(Norge By THE DEPARTMENT OF StatE.—The foregoing act 





having been presented to the President of the United States for 
his approval), and not having been returned by him to the House 
of Congress in which it originated within the time prescribed by 
the Constitution of the United States, has become a law without 
his approval.] (G. 0.5, H. Q. A.) 


147TH InFanTRY, Col. John E. Smith.—Headquarters 

and D, G, 4H, Cam Dongle, Utah; B, C, F, 

Camp Robinson, Neb.; A, Fort Hall, Idaho: E, Fort Cameron, 

U. T.; K, Fort Hartsuff; I, Fort Laramie, W. T. 
15TH Inrantry, Col. Geo. A. Woodward.—Head- 

qretters and D, K, Ft Wingate, N. M.; B, Ft Garland,C. T.: 

,G,Fort Craig, N. M.; C, F, Ft Union, N.M.; E,Fort Bayard, 

N. M.; H, Fort Stanton, N.‘M.; I, Fort Marcy, N. M. 
16TH InFantTRY, Colonel G. Pennypacker.—Headars.* 

F,* and G,* Mt. Vernon Barracks, Ala.; D,* E,* Mobile, Ala.; 

B,* Jackson, Miss. ; I,* Shreveport, La.; C,* Little Rock, Ark.; 

A,* K, *Hunteville, Ala.; H,* Monroe, La. 

* New Orleang, temp. duty. 
17Ta InFantTRY, Colonel Thomas L. Crittenden.— 

Headquarters and E, F, Standing Rock Ay., D. T.; B, Fort 

Wadsworth, D. T. ;_ D, G, Ft. A. Lincoln, D. T.; I, K, Big 

Cheyenne Agency, D. T.; A, Fort Totten, D. T.; H, Camp 

Hancock, D.,T.; C, Ft Sisseton, D. T. 

Leave of Absence.—Ove month, on Surg. certificate, 
ist Lieut. F. D. Garretty, Fort Sisseton, D. T. (S. O. 
12, D. D.) 
18ta InFantTry, Colonel Thomas H, Roger.<-Teed. 

uarters and B, C, D, G, Columbia, 8. C.; E, Edgefield, 
. Os K, Greenville, S. C.; [,* Aiken, N. C.; 

Ii,* Allendale, 8. C.; F,* Abbeville, 8. C.; Newbeiry, 8. C.; 

A, Spartansbara, 8. C. 

* Tallahassee, Fla. 

Change of Statton.—Co. A (Kellogg's) will proceed to 
Spartanburgh, 8. C., and take post (S. O. 20, D. 8.) 

Co. K (Stewart’s) will proceed to Greenville, 8. C., 
and take post (S. O. 16, D. 8.) 


19Ta# INFANTRY, Colonel Charles H. Smith.—Head- 
somes and D, I, Fort_Lyon, C. T.; C, Fort Dodge, Kas.; 
. Fort Larned, Kas.; E, H, Fort Elliott, Tex.: F, G, Camp 

Supply, I. T.; K, Fort Wallace, Kas.; A, Fort Hays, Kan. 
20TH INFANTRY, Colonel Geo. Sykes.—Headquarters 

and C, Fort Snelling, Minn.; A, Fort SeWard, D. T.; G, H, 

Fort Ripley, Minn.; D, F,I, Ft Pembina, D. T.: K, Fort Tot- 

ten, D. T.; B, Ft A. Lincoln; H, Standing Rock Agency; 

E, Lower Brule Agency, D. T. 
2ist INFANTRY, Colonel Alfred Sully .— Headquarters 

and D, E, H, I, Fort Vancouver, W. T.; K, Camp Harney, 

Or.; B, FortStevens, Oregon; C, Fort Townsend, W. T.; rs 

Fort Klamath, Or.; G. Fort Lapwai, I. T.; A, Fort Boise, I. T. 

Detached Service.—A Board of Survey consisting of 
Capt. E. Miles, 1st Lieut? H. H. Pierce, 2d Lieut. E. 
S$. Farrow will assemble at Vancouver Depot, W. T., 
Jan. 8 (8S. O. 4, D. C.) 

Capt. G. H. Burton appointed inspector at Fort 
Townsend, W. ‘Il’. (S. O. 7, D. C.) 

Capts. E. Miles, R. Pollock, 1st Lieuts. J. A. 
Haughey, H. H. Pierce, H. DeW. Moore, 2d Lieuts. 
C. E. 8. Wood, F. E. Eltonhead, E. 8. Farrow, mem- 
bers, and 2d Lieut. J. W. Duncan, J.-A. of G. C.-M. 
Fort Vancouver, W. T., Jan. 11(8. 0. 5, D. C.) 

Leave of Absence.—1st Lieut. W. Wittich, further ex- 
tended two months (8. O., Feb. 5, W. D.) 


22nD INFANTRY, Colonel David 8, Stanley.—Head- 
gntaine and A,t F,t H, Ft Wayne, Mich. ; B, G,t Fort Porter, 

N. Y.; D,t K, Fort Brady, ich.; C, E,t Fort Mackinac, 

Mich.;I,t+ Fort Gratiot, Mich. 

+ Sioux Expedition. 

Detached Service.—1st Lizut. H. H. Ketchum, Adjt., 
2d Lieut. O. D. Ladley, members, G. C.-M. Indian- 
apolis Arsenal, Ind., Feb. 8 (S. O. 24, M. D. A.) 

Lieut.-Col. E. 8. Otis, Capt. J. B. Irvine, 2d Lieut. 
J. M. Gore, members, and ist Lieut. P. M. Thorne, 
R. Q. M., J.-A. of G. C.-M. Fort Wayne, Mich., Feb. 
6(S. O. 22, M. D. A.) 

2d Lieut. J. J. Crittenden is relieved from duty at 
Columbus Bks, O., and will report to the C. O. Fort 
Wayne, Mich., for temporary duty (8. O., Feb. 2, W. D.) 

Leave of Absence.—Two months, Capt. J. Hartley, 
Fort Porter, N. Y. (8. O. 21, M. D. A.) 

Capt. F. Clarke, extended two months (S. O, Feb. 
6, W. D.) 
28rd InFantTRY, Colonel Jeff. C. Davis.—Headquarters 

and C, G, I, K, Fort Leavenworth, Kas.; A, Fort Hartsuff, 

Neb.; A, E, Fort Reno, I. T.; H, Fort Gibson, [. T.; D, 

Fort Leavenworth, Kas.; F, Fort Riley, Kas.; 3B, Fort 

Dodge, Kas. 

Change 6f Station —2d Lieut. 8. A. Dyer will return 
at once with his detachment from Hot Springs, Ark., 
to Fort Riley, Kansas (S. O. 18, D. G.) 

Detached Service.—Col. J. C. Davis, Lieut.-Vol. R. I. 
Dodge, members, G. C.-M. Fort Leavenworth, Kas., 
Feb. 8 (8. O. 18, D. M.) 

1st Lieut. G. MeM. Taylor will proceed to Fort 
Leavenworth, Kas., and report, on arrival, to 1st Lieut. 
W. J. Volkmar, 5th Cav., special J.-A. (8S. O. 28, D. M.) 

Jo Join.—So much of par. 6, 8. U. 217, from this 
office, as directs 2d Lieut. L. Febiger to report at 
Omaha Bks, Neb, is amended to direct him to report 
at Hdqrs of his regiment, Fort Leavenworth, Kas. (8. 
U., Fev. 1, W. D.) 
247m, INnvaANTRY, Colonel Joseph H. Potter.—Head- 

uarters and B, F, Fort Clark, Tex; E, H, Fort Brown, 

Tex.; A, Ft McIntosh, Tex.; C, G, 1, K, Ringgold Bar- 

racks, Tex.’ D Fort Concho, Tex 

Detached Service.—2da Lieut. W. H. W. James, J.-A. 
of G. C.-M. Fort Duncan, Tex., Feb. 1 (S. O. 16, D. T.) 
25rn Inrantry, Colonel George L. Andrews.—Head- 

quarters and A, E, H, I, K, Fort Davis, Tex.; C, D, F, Fort 

Stockton, Tex.; B, Fort Clark, Tex.; G Fort Concho, Tex. 








Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. 8. 
Army reported to the Adjutant-General's Uffice during 
the week énding Saturday, Feb. 3, 1877. 


1st Lieut. John H. Weeden, Corps of Engineers— 
Died Jan. 29, 1877, at Sau Francisco, California, * 


Officers Registered.—At Hdgrs Mil. Div. Atlantic, 
Feb, 6: Lieut,-Col. H. W. Wessells, U.S. A.; 1st Lieut. 
a . Dillenback, 1st Art. ; 2d Lieut. A. C. Tyler, 4th 
Cay.; Capt. W. M. Graham, 1st Art. 





(F-om Col. Dodge’s New Book.) 
CAMP LIFE IN THE ARMY. 


Tue three essentials of a good camp are wood, water, 
and grasy, and these being present it would seem a per- 
fectly simple matter to select the proper position. On 
this selection, however, depends in a very great de- 

ree the pleasure and comfort of a trip on the plains. 
The most serious mishaps of plains life occur while in 
camp, and it requires not only a good eye, but a 
knowledge of the mishaps to which plains life is sub- 
ject, to select such a position as is least likely to be 
affected by them. 
SELECTING THE GROUND. 


Suppose, then, a party has arrived at a stream well 
wooded, and with plenty of grass. Almost any of a 
hundred positions might be good under ordi cir 
cumstances; but the object and duty of the leader is to 
select that one position which will be best under an 
of the extraordinary events which may happen. If it 
is a mere pleasure trip, and the passage of the stream 
be of no consequence, the relative advantages of be? 
position within reach on either side may be considered; 
but if the journey is to be continued beyond the stream 
next day, he is restricted in the choice of positions to 
the further bank, for if not crossed it may rise in the 
night, and delay him for several days, 

The next point 1s that animals shall have a grazing 
ground, where each and every one can ke at all times 
under the eyes of the guards and herders, and where 
it would be most difficult for Indian or white thieves 
Successfully to stampede and run them off. 

The lqss of animals being one of the most serious of 
troubles, the camp should be so situated as to give the 
greatest possible security to the wagons and picket line 
against the sneakiog attempts-of thieves during the 
darkness. The ground sheuld be reer mg ! level to 
permit the tents being properly pitched ; the sward 
should be thick, that rain may not render the camp 
muddy ; the grass short, to secure against accident by 
tire. A few trees add greatly to the beauty and com- 
fort of a camp; too many shut out the sun’s rays and 
keep the ground damp. The camp should be in close 
vicinity to water, yet in such a position as to be secure 
from the sudden rise to which all the lesser plains 
streams are liable. It should, as far as possible, be 
sheltered from the windstorms which sweep the higher 
plains, and the sandstorms which occasionally render 
the valleys unbearable. The smaller the party the 
more easy it is to fin®position to satisfy all these re- 
quirements. If it be a hall party with pack mules, or 
but one wagon and few animals, a hundred little nooks 
can be found, each seeming exactly formed for conve- 
nience and comfort. If the pay be considerable, 
with several wagons, more time and Care are required 
to find a suitable camp. 

PREPARATIONS FOR SECURITY. 


The position being decided upon, the wagons are 
driven to the spot selected for them, and halted in line 
at such distance apart that ropes stretched between 
the hind wheels will give interval sufficient for picket- 
ing all the riding animals.* The draft animals are 
fastened to the tongues of the wagons. The very 
first thing to be done on going into camp is to send out 
mounted pickets—one or more, depending on the na- 
ture of the ground—to occupy those points in the im- 
mediate vicinity which either from theic height or 
position gives the best view of the country around 
and all the approaches to thecamp. Every anim 
should be lariated out for grazing. ‘The best arrange- 
ment is avery strong leatuer head-stall, to the lower 
part of which, and well down under tbe chin, is firmly 
secured a stout iron ring. ‘To this ring is fastened one 
end of a 4-inch rope thirty feet in length, the other end 
of which is fastened by a swivel ring to an iron picket- 
pin. This last is driven home into the ground. In 
tolerably good soil it is almost impossible for a horse 
either to break the rope or draw the pin, and an at- 
tempt to run is met by a sharp and severe wrench oa 
the lower or weaker part of the head, which, if the 
horse is going pretty fast, will most likely throw him, 
and thus put a stop to apy foolishness on his part. 
This is sufficient for the security of horsés uuder ordi- 
nary circumstances, but when in a country dangerous 
from white or red thieves additional precautions must 
be taken. The legs of the horse must be secured. 
This is done by ** hobbles,” or “ side lines.’ Hobbles 
fasten the forefeet together, side lines the fore and 
hind foot on the same side. ‘‘Side lines” are most 
secure, hobbles detracting very little from the speed of 
a really stampeded animal. ‘Though oftentimes ebso- 
lutely necessary for his safe keeping, both methods ot 
securing him are cruel to the horse, rendering it difti- 
cult and painful for him to feed, and greatly injuring 
his gait. During the whole time the animals are 
grazing they should be surrounded at a convenient dis- 
tance by a guard, mounted if practicable, and more or 
loss in‘ number, depending on the size of the party and 
the possibility of danger, and with and among the 
herd should be at least one mounted teamster to every 
two teams grazing. 

The wagons, having been satisfactorily placed and 
the animals cent out to graze, the tents are pitched or 
bivouacs made in such positions as will as nearly as 
possible surround the animals when tied to the wagons 
at night. If the weather be bad or threatening, the 
tents should be placed if possible with their backs te 
the wind. Whatever may be the state of the weather, 
there should always be dug a trench around the back 
and sides, the earth removed, and piled against the 
tent, and on the flap or loose piece of canvas at the 
bettom. This will secure the inmates from damp in 
case of rain, and also, by peeieaes the wind irom 
getting under the tent, greatly lessen the danger of its 
getting overturned by wiad-stormg. 


* This is the “picket line,” and sh con- 
founded with the “ lariat” or rope by watchs wa hide ty 


fastened while grazing. 
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CAMP OUTFIT. 


I confess to being something of a sybarite. I like to 
have a good tent, nice mess-kit, plenty of bedding, and 
everything to make mecomfortable. For six or eight 

of bia youth a man can manage with a couple of 
lankets for bed, saddle for pillow, bard tack and ba- 
con for provender; but after that, these become a little 
monotonous, and the ordinary human longs for some- 
thing more. 
where, after some years of hardships, the result many 
times more of bravado than of abzolute necessity, one 
begins to realize that this is his life, and the enjoyment 
of life is simply the aggregation of the enjoyments of 
each day. My advice is then to everyone, to come to 
the plains as his means and the amount of his transpor- 
tation will permit. Ne superfluities, only necessaries 
and comforts. His kitchen should have a small sheet- 
iron cooking-stove (made for plains travel, and can be 
bought in any frontier town), with a sutticient variety 
of cooking utensils. His stock of provisions should be 
as varied as circumstances will permit, includiag an 
assortment of canned fruit and vegetables. There is 
no reason why his table furniture should not satisfy 
the eye. He should have a light thin mattrass, with 
ample bedclothes and a beds The simplest, best, 
and easiest transported consists of three or four thin 
boards laid lengthwise on a eouple of strong but light 
tressels about twenty inches high. In travelling the 
boards are put in the bottom or sides of the wagon and 
the tressels fastened on the feed-box bebind. These, 
with pipes and tobacco for smeking, and fluids for 
those with whom change of water disagrees, give am- 
ple means for the full appreciation of what to me is 
the life most replete with enjoyment and most entirely 
satisfactory. 

In travelling for pleasure, the camp is habitually 
pitched and ready by 3 o'clock p.m. A comfortable 
nap of an hour gives vigor fora hunt of a few hours on 
foot. The return at sunset is to a good dinner, after 
which all collected about a camp tire (for the nights of 
the high plains are always cool) with pipes and bow! 
and ase converse, with songs or stories, spend free, 
careless, happy hours, unknown to former conventional 
life, and never vouchsafed to the dull diggers after 
dimes, 

Before sunset all the animals have been brought in, 
secured in their places, and fed (if there be forage). 
The pickets are brought in, the old guard is relieved, 
and the new sentinels posted with care and forethought, 
for on their positions more than their vigilance de- 
pends the safety of the animals. Nowhere on earth 
can sleep be so refreshing, so direetly sent from 
heaven. 

Up at dawn of day, a plunge in the pure cold brook 
furnishes an excuse for a breakfast that would founder 
a hod-carrier. The camp is struck, horses are sad- 

died, mules harnessed, and we are off again toa day 
of toil, excitement, and adventure, to an evening of 
similar but ever-varying delight. 
STAMPEDES. 

Alas for the perfectability of human happiness ! 
Even camp life is not without its occasional discom- 
forts, even its serious mishaps. The worst of these is 
the loss of animals. This may occur either by stam- 
pede or by stealing from the picket line. 

A stampede may be caused intentionally either by 
Indians or white thieves, or it may come from any ac- 
cidental and unforeseen cause, which frightening 
badly one or more horses, causes them to plunge and 
snort, communicating the fright to others and others. 
A stampede among hurses is precisely what a panic is 
among men. It is the temporaray ascendancy of an 
unreasoning fear, during which the instinct of self- 
preservation seems to usurp the functions ef all other 
qualities. Nothing is more senseless and selfish than 
apanic. A cry of fire in a theatre, the falling of the 
plastering of the ceiling of a church, is sufficient to 
change the orderly well-behaved people into a crowd 
of unreasoning brutes, who, forgetful of every obliga- 
tion of manhood or duty, rush blindly to the doors, 
crushing even their own wives and children in the 
madness of each of his own individual selfishness 
Even highly disciplined soldiers—men who face death 
a3 lightly and carelessly as3they turn a partner in the 
dance, men whose courage is so much a matter of 
habit, that the feeling of fear is forgotten, if ever 
known—becomes sometimes a blind, headlong, terri- 
fied mob, with no more sense or reason than if 
stricken with madness. All animals and birds seem 
liable at times to be afflicted with this malady, and we 
have reason to modify our seli-glorification of our im- 
mense superiority over the brute creation when we re- 
flect that one moment of causeless panic reduces us 
from our vaunted position, “just below the angels,” 
to the level of the poor quail, which, in senseless 
flight, dashes its life out against a wall. The stam- 
pede is the favorite and most successful ruse of Indian 
horse thieves. I[f the animals are well secured and 
well guarded, the Indians, though they may be in the 
immediate vicinity, will make no eflort to stampede 
them; for though fond of dash, they take few chances 
when te stake is life or death. If the animals are not 
well fastened and guarded, they are likely to be lost at 
any moment. Gaining unobserved a position close to 
the grazing herd, a few Indians wil! suddenly dash 
among them, yelling like maniacs and shaking buftalo 
robes or blankets. An American horse, as well as 
& mule, has an instinctive dread and fear of an Indian, 
and under such circumstances nothing but absolute 

Lae ery impossibility will prevent the most gentle 
animal from going off at the be of his speed. Once 
fairly started, the best moun Indian will gradually 


get ahead of the stampeded herd and lead them over 
the best + fpound in the direction he wishes them to 
take. hen safe from pursuit he lessens his speed, 
the other Indians keep close to the flanks and rear; and 
after a run of ter. or twelve miles the whole stampeded 


Especially is this the case in the army, | 


cept every hint which might save them from having to 
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ant to plains knowledge did h 
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stampede. The only stampede by which I ever lost 
animals was caused by a horse lying down, rolling and 
snorting in a pool of water. It should always be re- 
membered that the susceptibility of the horse to the 
force of example to all external influences is so great, 
that no herd is ever to be regarded as more gentle than 
its wildest, or more brave than its most timid mem- 
ber. The stampede of a considerable herd is not only 
serious, from tne probable resultant loss of animals, 
but as a palpable and imminent danger. When just 
getting fairly under the influence of the panic the herd 
will likely circle round or through the camp. In the 
headlong rush each animal appears to be perfectly 
blind to any or all consequences. Crowded together 
in a compact mass, and moving at top speed, the 
force is almost irresistible. Tents are thrown down 
and demolished ; wagons overturned and broken; and 
a man caught by the stream would be trampled in a 
moment to an unrecognisable pulp. Fortunately the 
front, as a rule, is narrow, and can be avoided by 
care, quickness, and presence of mind. 
A LONG-EARED KNAVE. 


I was once sent to investigate the cause of the 
stampede of a herd of about 600 animals—horses, 
mules, and asses. I found thatthe herd had been 
grazing, under charge of several herders, in a beauti- 
ful level valley about a mile long, half-a-mile wide, on 
one side of which was a deep wooded stream, on the 
other a range of low rocky hills, much cut and broken 
by ravines steep and narrow, and their bottoms filled 
with trees and brush. The main valley was dotted 
with isolated trees and clumps of bushes. I found that 
the stampede had been caused by a very large and 
valuable jack, which, breaking his lariat rope, had 
gone frisking and roaring through the herd, some of 
which starting in play had excited or terrified others, 
so that in a few moments;the whole was a mass of 
plunging madness, From the trail, it was plain that 
this mass, with a front of about eighty feet, had 
circled two or three times about the valley. The 
clumps of bushes and smaller trees within this tract 
were torn to fragments and scattered to the winds. 
Near each of the larger trees within the tract were 
the bodies of one or more dead animals, crushed and 
trampled out of all semblance. The front then took 
to the hills, striking by accident almost its centre 
against an angular wall of stone, where a_ lateral 
ravine bad cut its way to the main valley. Against 
and at the foot cf this rock were the bodies of five 
animals. The rock split the herd into two parts, the 
larger going up the ravine. I followed this. The 
ravine was very crooked, while the track of the 
stampeded herd was as direct as possibie. Consequently 
the front was frequently striking large trees or the 
jutting mass of rock at the junction of ravines. Each 
of these obstacles had marked its resistance by one or 
more dead bodies, and had again split the rapidly 
diminishing front ; and in not one single instance did 
I find where the two portions so split had come to- 
gether again. In the main valley and along the route 
of the stampede were numbers of animals maimed and 
wounded in every possible way. Following always 
the trail of the largest numbers, I, at about six miles 
from the vailey, began to come upon small herds— 
two, three, or more animals, apparently unhurt, but 
completely exhausted. Still following in the same 
way,1, at about sixteen miles from the place where 
the stampede originated, came up with the last herd, 
about twenty animals ; and among them, entirely un- 
hurt and apparently as fresh and frisky as ever, the 
jack which had caused ull the damage. 

I returned to my post, leaving the herders to gather 
up the animals. It wus nearly two weeks before all 
were accounted for ; and I subsequently learned that 
about 70 had been killed outright, and about 235 more 
or less wounded, of which nearly 100 were so much 
injured as to necessitate their abandonment. 

CAMP FIRES, 


Another cause of disaster in camp is carelessness 
with fire. When the grass is dry it burns lite tinder, 
and if it belong, and there be a brisk wind, the utmost 
care must be used. Under such circumstances the 
camp fires should as far as possible be made to the lee- 
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earned by his own hardships. Almost every item of 
my own ‘knowledge of plains life has been drilled into 
my memory by the sharp point of bitter experience. 
A very little instruction in youth would have saved 
me many mishaps and dnnoyances, and it would have 
been received with much thankfulness. When a boy, 
fresh from “‘ The Point,” new to army life, and per- 
fectly ‘‘green” in frontier service, I was sent on my 
first scout after Indians, in command of a party of 
twenty cavalry. I had not the first dawning of an idea 
of the details of plains life, nor did my commanding 
officer think it necessary to give me any instruction. 
The sergeant of the party was an vld soldier, well in- 
structed in all the details of scout and camp. When 
out about a week we went one day into camp, on a 
piece of ground covered with grass two feet high and 
very dry. Tne wind was blowing quite strongly. After 
designating the position of the squads and picket line, 
I saw the horses unsaddled and lariated out, posted 
the pickets and guards, and turning over the com- 
mand to the sergeant went with my rod to the stream 
near by to get some fish for dinner. I had just got 
interested in fairly good sport, when I was startled by 
shouts and commotion in camp, not more than sixty 
yards away. Dropping my rod Lran back to find the 
whole camp ground in a blaze, and the flames going 
with great speed towards the grazing horses. | Or ier- 
ing some of the men to the relief of the animals, I 
plunged with the others into the flames to save if 
possible the arms and equipments. We had hardly 
got to work before the carbines (laid acress the saddles 
on the ground) began to go off with the heat; and this 
fire, added to the other, and an occasional explosion 
of acartridge-box, made itso hot that we were all 
obliged to get out of the camp and take cover. Some 
of the horses broke their lariet ropes and stampeded, 
andin ftve minutes from the first alarm we were re- 
duced from a well-armed, well-mounted aggressive 
force, to an apparently half-armed, half-mounted, 
singed ani dilapidated party. ; 

Most Sestunataly for us the wind was so high that 
the flames passed with extreme rapidity ; and though 
the heat was intense for a moment, it soon subsided. 
The wood-work of the arms was _scorched and 
charred, but their utility was not impaired ; many of 
the saddles and equipments were almost ruined, some 
of the rations destroyed, and all lighter articles of 
clothing gone completely. I moved camp across the 
stream. By next evening the guards and pickets had 
found and brought in all the stampeded animals, the 
saddles and accoutrements were mended as skilfully 
asour means permitted, and I was very glad, after 
such an experience, to continue my scout with only 
the loss of one day, though I had lost bedding and 
every article of clothing except what was On my per- 
son. Under the circumstances we got off remarkably 
well, better than we deserved. 








COLONEL HAMILTON LIEBER.* 


Brevet Lr.-Co.. HAMILTon LigBER, a son of the 
late Francis Lieber, of New York, was born June 7, 
1835, in Philadelphia ; he passed his early youth in 
Columbia, 8. C., where his father was Professor of 
History and Political Ethics, in South Oarolina Col- 
lege. His education was however chiefly carried on 
atthe North. At the outbreak cf the war, in April, 
1861, he was engaged in farming in Illinois, when the 
bombardment of Fort Sumter called him, as it did so 
many of our noble youth, to arms in defence of his 
country. Huis first service was asa 2nd Lieut. in Co. 
C, 9th Regt. Ill. Inf. Volunteers. But he soon earned 
his promotion to a First Lieutenancy | in the same 
company, passing without intermission into the three 
years’ service. In the winter of 1861-62 Lieut. Lieber 
was stationed with his regiment at Paducah, Ky., 
whence he took part in some winor affairs. He 
belonged to the body of troops which subsequently 
acquired fame as ‘‘ The Army of the Tennessee,” the 
original command of the then unknown Gen. Grant, 
and after a campaign of great hardship, participated 
in the capture of Fort a Feb. 6th, 1862, and in 
the battle of Fort Donelson, Feb. 15th, 1862. At the 
latter place, when the Rebels before daylight on Feb. 
15th, undertook that desperate sortie, by means of 
which they hoped to cut through our forces and 
avoid the capture and surrender which awaited them 
the next day, Lieut. Lieber’s company was placed 





ward of the camp and grazing ground. If this cannot 
be done without too much inconvenience, holes should 
be dugin the ground, large enough to build the fires 
in, the long grass near should be cut (with a spade in 
default of a better implement) and carried off, and the 
earth taken from the holes spread over to leeward. 
Early in life I got a serious lesson on the danger of 
fire, which would have been avoided had any older 
officer thought it worth while to devote a few moments 
to my instruction. And here I may remark that this 
apathy of the older, and more especially of the com- 
manding officers, is but too common in our Service. 
They expect the youngster to know by intuition, or to 
learn without instruction, all the details of duty, even 
under the most unfamiliar circumstances. I have 
heard old officers say on this subject, ‘‘ Ob, let them 
learn for themselves ; I had to learn for myself, and 
one’s own experience is the only teaching that makes 
valuable and lasting impression.” Many young men 
are so imbued with ideas of their own capacity and 
knowledge that they do not take such instruction 
kindly, but the large majority would most eagerly ac- 


purchase the knowledge with unhappy experience. 
YOUTHFUL INDISCRETION. 


The neglect to instruct has one most advantageous 
result, in that it soon teaches the youngster self-re- 
liance ; but many a bitter experience, many an un- 
~~ the young aspir- 

commanding officer 


across the road by which they endeavored to escape, 
and had toencounter, for awhile unaided, the assault 
of their advance. While gallantly driving them back 
upon their main body, two bullets struck him in the 
left arm, and so shattered it that amputation was 
necessary. He, however, in the excitement of the 
action was not conscious of the serious nature of his 
wound, and putting, with his right hand, bis injured 
left one into his overcoat pocket, stood firm at his post 
until he fell, and was carried from the field. ‘The 
papers reported him mortally wounded, and while his 
venerable father was rejoicing in the news of that first 
great .Union victory, which at the time made the 
country wild with delight, a friend turned his joy into 
sorrow by informing him that his son Hamilton was 
expected to pay with his life a part of the price of the 
victory. Doctor Lieber at once ret out in search of his 
son, scarcely hoping to find him alive, but after a 
weary and anxious two weeks’ search through the 
hospitals which had been improvised to receive the 
thousands of wounded, he at last found his son, then 
happily out of danger. After his recovery Lieut. 
Lieber was tendered an appointment on the staff of 
Gen. Halleck with the rank of Captain, and yeported 
for duty. But finding himself in the neighborhood of 
his old regiment at Corinth, Miss., he could not resist 
the temptation, threw up his staff commission, rejoined 
the regiment, and again reported himself for field 





*Although an obituary notice of Bvt. Lt.-Col. Lieber has al- 
at the request of many Army friends, 
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the Indians wish 


occasionally give him the benefit of an experience 


ready ap in the Journal, this additional sketch of his life 
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service. He found, however, that he had undertaken 
more than with the loss of his arm he was able to per- 
form, and he felt compelled to resign, March 4th, 
1863. A few months later, not being content to re- 
main inactive while his country was in such peril, he 
accepted an appointment as Capt. in the Vet. Reserve 
Corps. He remained in this position until the close of 
the war, at times doing active service again, as at 
White House Landing, where he had au engagement 
with the enemy. Being in New York on recruiting 
service at the time of the Riot, he was ordered to 
march with all his available men from the City Hall 
to the Arsenal, corner of 7th Av. and 35th Street, 
without however receiving any intimation of -the 
disturbance. With fourteen men and unloaded 
muskets, he passed through the midst of the maddened 
rioters, who stoned them and were undeubtedly only 
prevented from proceeding to further violence by the 
great presence of mind of Capt. Lieber, who by his 
coolness inspired his 11en with the same feeling. This 
took place on Monday, the first day of the outbreak ; 
twenty-four hours later, when the rioters had become 
a herd of bloodthirsty brutes, it is not likely that 
this little band would have reached their destination 
alive. Col. Lieber was successively breveted Capt., 
Mejor and Lieut.-Col. for gallant and meritorious 
services. After the war he received an appointment 
as Military Storekeeper in the Q. M. Dept. of the 
Army, and in 1867 went to Fort Union, N. M., where 
he remained until April, 1870, when he returned East 
in ill health. He however soon rallied from that at- 
tack, and in the summer of 1870 was ordered to Fort 
Snelling, Minn., where he remained on duty until 
Nov. 1873, when in consequence of ill health he 
obtained a year’s sick leave and went to Europe. 
Thence he returned in the summer of 1874, in greatly 
improved health, and was ordered in the autumn of 
that year to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Here he re- 
mained but one year, being seriously ill a great portion 
ofthe time. In the spring of 1875 he was thrown 
from his horse, and received an injury which it is 
thought may have aggravated the disease from which 
he died. In consequence of his state of health he was 
retired from active service Dec. 18th, 1875, and shortly 
thereafter sailed with his family for Europe, hoping to 
recover his health. But the best medical aid was of 
no avail, and, lingering in great suffering for many 
months, he died in Baden Baden, Germany, Oct. 18th, 
1876, disp'aying throughout his illness the same heroic 
qualities which had distinguished him through life. 
His noble and pure nature, his strength of character, 
and his generous and kindly disposition, endeared him 
to his many friends; while he gained the affection of 
his subordinates, though a strict disciplinarian, by his 
unfailing justice. Tbe Army loses in Co]. Lieber an 
officer of dauntless courage and energy, of the most 
scrupulous conscientiousness, and a gentleman in all 
the relations of life. He leaves a widow and two 
children of tendez years, now sojourning in Europe. 





INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
MILES AND CRAZY HORSE. 


The following was received by Gen. Terry, Feb. 
6th. 
HEADQUARTERS, COMMAND ON THE YELLOWSTONE, 

Jan. 20, 1877. 

Ihave the honor to report that this command 
fought hostile tribes of Cheyenne and Ogallala Sivux 
under Crazy Horse in skirmishes on the Ist, 3d, and 
7th of January, and in a five-hours’ engagement on 
the 8th inst. Their camp, consisting ot some 500 
lodges, extended three miles along the valley cf the 
Tongue River below Hanging Woman’sCreek. They 
were driven through the canons of the Wolf or Pan- 
ther Mountains, in the direction of the Big Horn 
Mountains. Their fighting strength outnumbered 
mine by two or three to one, but by taking advan- 
tage of the ground, we had them at a disadvantuge, 
and their loss is known to be very severe. Our loss 
is three killed and eight woundea, They fought en- 
tirely dismounted, and charged on foot to within 50 
yards of Capt. Casey's line, but were taken in front 
and flank by Capt. Butler’s and Lieut. McDonald’s 
companies. They were whipped at every point and 
driven from the field, and pursued as iar as my lim- 
ited supplies and worn-down animals would carry 
my command, The Indians appear to have plenty of 
arms and ammunition, but otherwise are in a desti- 
tute condition. Some of the prisoners now in our 
hands were captured with frozen limbs, and were liv- 
ing on horse-meat. The weather has been very 
severe, and the snow from one foot to three feet deep. 
The command is in good condition. 

Newson A. Mizzs, commanding. 


Gen. Terry appends a brief note to the despatch 
highly commendatory of the activity and efficiency 
ot Miles’s campaign. 

AN IMPATIENT GOVERNOR. 


Dispatches from Tucson, Arizona, received at San 
Francisco, state that the Apaches are killing and 
plundering the settlers in South-Eastern Arizona. 
Ten whites were killed in the Senorita Valley on the 
4th inst. Gov. Safford bas sent a message. to the 
Legislature recounting the depredationa and murders 
committed, dwelling on the ineficient manner with 
which military operations sre being conducted- - 
troops moving slowly with heavy trains and unable 
to reach their more mobile enemy—and recommends 
that the Legislature memorialize the Secretary of 
War, asking tor the appointment of a body of Indian 
ecouts to operate with the troops, or else appropriate 
money to raise and equip a force of whites and friena- 
ly Indians and carry on a vigorous campaign, The 


Governor says that as military operations have been 
conducted for the last six months, the wholearmy of 
the United States couid not subdue the hostiles in 
the next 12 years, while he believes that a scouting 
party of 25 citizens and “as many Indian auxiliaries 
could accomplish the work inthreemonths. He ex- 
presses the fear that, under the present condition of 
affairs, South-Eastern Arizona must be abandoned by 
settlers, and that the success of the hustiles is liable 
to produce an outbreak among the reservation In- 
dians, resulting in a general war. 

The following is a list of the killed and wounded ; 

Killed—Corporal Augustus Rathbone, of Company 
A, Fifth Infantry; Private Batta, of Company OC, 
Fifth Infantry; Private Bernard, of Twenty-second 
Infantry; Private McCann, of Twenty-second Intan- 
try. 

Wounded—Private Rodenburg, of Company A, 
Fifth Infantry ; Private Danha, otf Company H, Fifth 
Infantry ; Private Daily, of Company D, Fifth Infan- 
try; Private Diamond, of Company D, Fifth Infan- 
try; Corporal Thomas Rebm, of Company F, Fifth 
infantry; Sergeant Hiram Spanger, of the Twenty- 
second Infantry. 

General Sheridan has been officially notified says 
a Chicago despatch that about 100 renegade Sioux 
Indians have arrived in the British possessions, a 
short distance from the Montana border, destitute 
of clothing, provisions and ammunition, and their 
horses are weak and almost worthless. The English 
officers in command told them that unless they came 
for permanent settlement they weuld be driven back 
into the Territories, 








WHO INVENTED GUNPOWDER? 


AN interesting discussion of the question, who in- 
vented gunpowder, appears in a work recently pub- 
lished at Brunswick, Germany, by Dr. J. Upmann and 
E. Von Meyer, entitled Das Schiesspulver, die Hxplosiv- 
kérper und die Feuerwerkeret.* Dr. Upmann assumes 
at the outset that the invention of gunpowder is some- 
thing more than the discovery of the properties of a 
crude mixture of saltpeter, sulphur and coal. It is 
rather the development of the propulsive power of this 
mixture. Hence he argues against the Chinese claim 
to the invention. Aside from this, although Vossius, 
in his ‘‘ Liber Observationum,” says: King Vi-Tey, of 
China, invented gunpowder 85 A. D., and used it 
with fire-arms, in the same year, against the Tartars; 
this statement loses its significance when we learn that 
the Chinese king who lived at that time was Cham-Ti, 
while Vi-Tey lived long before Christ. Besides, the 
rocket, the use of which preceded that of powder in 
China, was not invented until 969 A. D. The assertion 
that the Chinese used gunpowder at the siege of 
Kai-foung fu, now Piang-King, in 1232, is equally un- 
reliable. Marco Polo, a most trustworthy uuthority, 
gives an account of how, during the unsuccessful siege 
of the city of Sian-fu, two brothers, Nicolo and Massio, 
offered to make for the Chinese emperor machines 
similar to the dallisis used in the West, which were able 
to throw stones three hundred pounds. A more 
plausible statement is that by Du Halde, according to 
which the city of Macao, in 1621, presented to the 
sovereign of China three guns, with ammunition, 
which, on the occasion of their trial, at Peking, filled 
the mandarins present with the greatest fright. The 
same authority asserts that the Chinese emperor ordered 
the Jesuit, Adam Schaal, to instruct his people in the 
art of constructing fire arms. 

Dr. Upmann next proves very clearly that the 
Hindvos also have no claim to the invention of gun- 
powder. The extract made at the request of Warren 
Hastings by Hindoo literati from the sacred books of 
the Brahmins, of the period from 1769-80, has been 
compared with the original Sanscrit, and it is found 
that the translation referring to the invention of gun- 
powder does not agree with the original. Besides, had 
the Hindoos really invented or even known of gun- 
powder, the inhabitants of Moxambique would hardly 
have been so terrified at the noise of the cannon as they 
were on the landing of Vasco de Gama, in 1497. 

When the discovery of the propulsive power of 
gunpowder is included in its invention, the right of dis- 
covery cannot be denied to the Arabians. To prove 
this the author refers to an Arabian MS. found by 
Renaud and Favé, in the St. Petersburg library, and 
translated by them for the Juurnal Asiatique (Series 
1V., p. 810.) Their translation, however, is rejected 
by the doctor who, iustead, quotes a translation of the 
sume by Prof. Fleischer. It is true that Alexander 
von Humboldt, in the second volume of his ‘*‘ Cosmos,” 
denies that the Arabians invented gunpowder, but at 
the time of the publication of the ‘‘Cosmos,” the 
translation in question had not yet appeared in the 
Journal Asiatigue. In the opinion of the discoverers 
of the MS, the date of the invention may be fixed as 
the beginning of the 14th cefitury. 

Turning his attention to the Western countries, Dr. 
Upmann comes to the conclusion that the writings of 
Marcus Graccus (liber ignium ad comburendos hostes), 
are of no value whatever to the history of gunpowder. 
No mention of any kind is made of the propulsive 
power of powder, and the title of the paper, as wellas 
the information it contains of the composition of the 
varieus combustible bodies, indieates that at that time 
it was the aim only to spread terror and fire among the 
enemy. Besides, since Marcus Graccus makes refer- 
ence to Arabian sources, writing his book about 1225, 


at that time have known gunpowder, it is evident that 
his paper is unreliable. 
The writings of Albert Magnus are of no use in 
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determining the history of gunpowder, as he has made 
use of Marcus Graccus’ work. This is proved not only 
by whole passages literally transferred from the latter’s 
paper, but by his mentioning also the ‘‘ Greek” fire. 
The communications of Roger Bacon (a Dominican 
monk, who lived about 1214), when examined im- 
partially prove to be of no importance, so that Plot’s 
assertion that Bacen discovered gunpowder at Oxford, * 
is erroneous. It is true Bacon was acquainted with the 
art of manufacturing ignitible mixtures of saltpeter and 
other bodies, but of the knowledge of a propulsive 
power he was ignorant. Touching finally upon the 
mention by various chroniclers and literati in favor of 
Berthold Schwarz as the inventor, Dr. Upmann says, 
that as far as his knowledge of the matter goes, nothing 
positive is known of either the person, birth place, or 
time in which he is supposed to have lived. Not only 
the name of this inventor is uncertain—a Jew Tibseles; 
one Altiral, of Prague; one monk Severnius, and 
Berthold Schwarz—but also the dates 1259, 1320, and 
sometimes 1354. 

If, therefore, he concludes,’we do not dismiss as a 
wilfully invented lie the story of the origin of this in- 
vention in our chronicles, we must conclude that inde- 
pendent of the Arabians, gunpowder was invented in 
Germany at the beginning of the 14th century. 

After this historical survey comes a descriptive 
account of the mode of obtaining, cleaning, mixing, 
and manufacturing gunpowder in all its details. The 
author then enters into a discussion of the chemical 
and physical properties, to which he adds a precise 
account of the experiments made with gunpowder and 
the apparatus used. Of great interest are the tables 
on pp. 212 and 218 of the consumption of ammunition 
in the campaigns of 1815, 1864, 1866, and 1870-71. 
The second part on the explosive bodies and pyro- 
tecnics, is by Dr. E. Meyer. a 








THE BLUE AND THE GRAY.* 
F. M. Finch, in Atlantic Monthly. 


“The women of Columbus, Miss., animated by nobler 
sentiments than are many of their sisters, have shown 
themselves impartial in their offerings made to the memory 
of the dead. They strewed flowers alike on the graves of 
Se Comming and of the national soldiers.”—New York 

ribune. 


By the flow of the inland river, 
Where the fleets of iron have fled, _—_—.. 
Where the blades of the grave-grass quiver, 
Asleep are the ranks of the dead : 4 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgment day ; 
Under the one, the Blue, 
Under the other, the Gray. 


These in the robings of glory, 
Those in the gloom of defeat, 
All with the battle-blood gory, 
In the dusk of eternity meet: 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgment day ; 
Under the laurel, the Blue, 
Under the willow, the Gray. 


From the silence of sorrewful hours 
The desolate mourners go, 
Lovingly laden with flowers . 
Alike for the friend and the foe: - 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgment day ; 
Under the roses, the Blue, 
Under the lilies, the gray. 


So with an equal splendor 
The morning sun-rays fall, 
With a touch impartially tender, 
On the blossoms blooming for all: 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgment day ; 
Broidered with gold, the Blue, 
Meliowed with gold, the Gray. 


fo, when the summer calleth, 
On forest and field of grain. 
With an equal murmur falleth 
The a drip of the rain: 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the Judgment day; 
Wet with the rain, the Blue, 
Wet with the rain, the Gray. 


Sadly, but not with upbraiding, 
The generous deed was done, 
In the storm of the years that are fading, 
No braver battle was won: 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgment day ; 
Under the blossoms, the Blue, 
Under the garlands, the Gray. 


No more shall the war-cry sever, 
Or the winding rivers be red; 
They banish our anger forever 
When they laurel the graves of our dead! 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgment day ; 
Love and tears for the Blue, 
Tears and love for the Gray, 


* Last week a correspondent expressed in the JovrwaL a de- 
sire to possess a copy of this poem. This week we have been 
literally flooded with letters from all parts of the country, en- 
closing copies or telling us where it might be found: a conspica- 
ous evidence ot the wide spread appreciation of its beauty and 


pathos. 








No business of general importance to the service 
has been transacted by Congress during the past 
week. The clause of the Deficiency providing for 
ay of the Navy was the subject of earnest discussion, 
Mr. Whitthorne offering an amendment that the ac- 
ceunts of officers of the Navy, whese pay has been 
affected by the Secretary of the Navy’s order, 
No. 516, shall be setiled on the basis of waiting 
orders pay. We shall enclose the winter’s business in 
our summary next week. : 
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NEW PROJECTILES. 


THE WAR ROCKET.—HALE’S PATENT. 
Tuts projectile is claimed to have greater precision, 
ter range,and is far cheaper than any otber 
weapon of war—ofleusive or defensive—in existence ; 
it is also very portable. 

The extreme range of a 24-pounder has been ascer- 
tained to be 6,200 yards, and first-rate practice has 
been made at targets at 5,000 yards. 

These rockets are shell-headed and can be filled 
with either powder, nitro-glycerine, or any other ex- 
np i which can be fired by-either time-fuzes, or 

y & percussion nipple. 

They are discharged from a V shaped steel slide 
mounted upon wheels, an apparatus being placed 
underneath for giving the necessary elevation. 

The rockets are respectively six, twelve and 
twenty-four-pounders and are fitted with ‘‘a flange- 
screw tail-piece.” The six and twelve pounders 
have three blades to the screw, while the twenty-lour 
pounder has one more. 

The back fire from tbe flange-holes causes the 
rocket to revolve with a velocity equal to that of a 
conical rifle bullet upon leaving the barrel ; this gives 
great steadiness to the tube while, passing through 
the air, thus preventing any deflection. 

No. 1. Illustration. Shows the construction of 
the rocket. 





No. 2. The Field-stand with rocket ready 


for firing. 





No. 3. The Mitrailleuse Rocket-stand from 
which a flight of seven twelve-pounders can be dis- 
charged simultaneously. 
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Tue ‘“‘war rockets” have been recently adopted 
by the government of Portugal in lieu of the con- 
greve, and have also been supplied to China, Siam, 
Africa, the Stransvaal Republic, and other States, 
and are highly recommended by Lord Napier of 
Magdala, Baker Pasha, Major Sartorious, V. U., etc., 
who praise greatly their portability and precision of 
fire. Major Sartorious wrote: ‘They are the best, 
if not the only sort of artillery that could be used in 
euch a campaign or march made by Sir Jobn Glover 
from Volta to Coomassie. Two men could carry the 
trough (stand) and twelve rockets; we only put six 














to one load. I have fired them up to 1,200 yards 
with the greatest accuracy and haye never had an 
accident or even a miss-fire,” 


THE LIFE SAVING ROCKET. 


The life-saving rocket and stand of J. Singleton 
Hooper, British navy, is made upon the principle of 
the war rocket, and its power is so great that it car- 
ries its line with the greatest degree of certainty and 
entirely supersedes “ The Old Stick Rocket,” which 
is so well known (to the cost of many valuable lives 
every year) as being most erratic in its flight. 

Early in December last, Mr. Hooper, in the pre- 
sence of the Sussex Coast-guard in England, drove 
six rockets carrying the ordinary line a distance of 


350 ft. over a vessel 60 feet in length, each rocket fall- 
ing within a few feet. of one another. 

The line is made fast to a short fire-proof chain, 
and it cannot possibly coil, by reason of a double 
swivel, which attaches it to the rocket. A shell can 
be added, from which a magnesium or other bright 
light could be burnt, answering the double purpose 
of a danger signal and showing the position of the 
wreck in the darkness. Its very simplicity is its 
strongest recommendation. Presuming the proper 
rocket line is not on board, which all ships should 
have, the signal halyards or other small rope can be 
attached to the chain. 

The stand is more simple still. A couple of pieces 
of wood or the bottom boards or stretchers of a boat 
will easily form a letter V. shaped stand ; from this 
the rocket can be fired over all or through the slot. 

Its final recommendation is its cheapness; it can 
be supplied for about one-half the cost of those now 
in use, in addition to which the rocket can be used 
over and over again. After the usual quarterly or 
monthly practice it can be picked up, and it only re- 
quires a new tail or flange-piece. 

Capt. F. F. Atkinson, 70 Fifth avenue, (N. Y.,) 
formerly of the British army, visits this country, for 
the purpose of introducing ‘The War and Life- 
Saving Recket Company,” and he will be happy to 
give every information with regard to both rockets. 

Some interesting experiments with all these pro- 
jectiles will shortly take place at Sandy Hook, as 
samples for the use of the Government are daily ex- 
pected. Our ordnance have also received a sample 
of the monster powder, each grain being one inch and 
five twelfths cube, which is used for the 81 ton gun, 
called “ The Woolwich Infant.” 

ACCORDING to the report published by our State De- 
partment on commercial relations, in the time of peace 
the Mexican army is composed of the following corps: 
Twenty-seven battalions of infantry, with 9 generals, 
16 colonels, 24 lieutenant-colonels, 26 commaniants, 
198 captains, 175 lieutenants, 306 sub lieutenants, and 
12,570 soldiers; fifteen regiments of cavalry, with 325 
officers and 5,634 soldiers. The field artillery and 
fixed batteries are comp:sed of 161 officers and 1,765 
artillerymen. Besides this standing army, there are 
seven bedies of cavalry employed as rural police, in 
the custody of the high roads and interior towns, all 
composed of volunteers. The Mexican army, which 
can be considerably augmented in war time, is fur- 
nished with the very best repeating arms from manu- 
factories of the United States. Guns and ammunition 
are manufactured at the Citadel, and excellent cannon 
are cast at the foundry of Molino del Rey, which has 
been remodeled with the latest improvements.  Be- 
sides the troops already mentioned, the following 
were in 1875 employed on the Mexican'trontiers and in 
the following States: Sonora, 200; Chihuahua, 150; Co- 
ahuila, 100; Nuevo Leon, 100; Lower California, 25 ; 
Durango, 109; Yucatan, 952; Campeachy, 150. These 
forces are stationed at the following places when not 
on active duty: In Yucatan, at Pito, Sotuta, and Chi- 
eten; in Campeachy, at Iturbide and Bolonchen; in 
Durango, at the capital and Mapimi; in Chihuahua, 
at Parras and Monclova; in Coahuila, at Ianos, Gal- 
lego, and Presidio del Norte; in Sonora, at Santa 
Cruz, Fronteras, Bascoache, Chinaps, and Bavispe. 





WE take pleasure in calling attention to the official 
report made by the authority of the Insurance De- 
partment of the State of New York, touching the 
practice and standing of the Washington Life In- 
surance Company, of this city, which we publish 
this week. The examination, being by competent 
experts who are wholly disinterested, is worthy of full 
confidence. It shows the Company possessed of $5,- 
173,278.83, actual, available assets; while its total 
liabilities, including re-insurance or ‘* reserve,” as it is 
called in life insurance, for all its risk in force, nre 
only $4,386,685.83 ; leaving a surplus of $786,593. 
There are also over $92,000, technica]ly inadmissible 
under the insusance laws, though good, assets, which 
would increase the surplus to nearly $900,000. By 
reference to this statement of the Insurance Depart- 
ment it will be seen that nearly $5,000,000 of these 
assets are United States City and ‘Town Bonds, and 
bonds and mortgages ; an amount exceeding its gross 
real and contingent liabilities. The executive manage- 
ment of the Washington Life Insurance Company, is 
also pronounced ‘“‘ able, prudent and honorable,” and, 
in the opinion of the Insurance Department, its pre- 
eminently sound condition is attributable to the 
honesty and integrity of its executive management. 
The Washington has some special non-forfeitable 
features, whereby its policies are continued in force 
after default in payment of renewal premiums, well 
wor hy of public examination, especially during these 
times, when over fifty per cent. of insurance issued is 
forfeited by lapse and surrender. There are other 
good features worthy of special notice, for particulars 
of which we refer our readers to its home office. 








THE NAVY. 


Uxysses S. Grant, President and Commander-in-Chief 
GEORGE M. Roseson, Secretary of the Navy. 


BUREAUS OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
Yarps anp Docks—Commodore Jno. C. Howell. 
NavieatTion— Commodore Danie) Ammen. 

EquirpmMgEaT AND REcRUITING—Commodore R. W. Shufeldt. 
Orpnance—Captain Wm. N Jeffers. 
MEDICINE AND SuRGERY—Surgeon-General Wm. Grier. 
Provisions aNd CLotuine—P. M. G., J. O. Bradford. 
Steam Enoineertnc—Eng.-in-Chief Wm. W. W. Wood. 
CoNnsTRUCTION aND Repain—Chief Constructor I. Hanscom. 
FLAG OFFICERS AFLOAT. 

Evropean STation—-Rear-Admiral Jno. L. Worden. 
Asiatic Station—Rear-Admiral Wm. Reynolds. 
r aresntng pe | Rear-Admiral Alex. Murray. 
Soutu ATLantTic—Commodore C. H. B. Caldwell. 
Nortu ATLANTic—-Rear-Admiral 8. D. Trenchard. 

FLAG OFFICERS ON SHORE DUTY. 
Nava. OpeervaTory—Rear-Admiral Charles H. Davis, Supt. 
Navat AsyLum, PuHILape_rnuia—Rear-Admiral J. R. M. 

Mullany. 
Nava. Acapemy—Rear-Admiral C. R. P: Rodgers. 
COMMANDANTS NAVY YARDS. 

Rear-Admiral John Rodgers, Navy-yard, Mare Island. 
Commodore Foxhall A. Parker, Boston, Mage. 





Commodore J. W. A. Nicholson, New York. 
Commodore Jolin C. Febiger, va Washington, D. C. 
Commodore J. Blakely Creighton, *‘ Norfolk, Va. 


League Island, Penn. 
Portemouth, N. H. 
Pensacola, Fla. 


Captain Clark H. Wells, 
Captain Earl Evglieh, 
Captain George E. Belknap, 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


THE Lex ison the eve of leaving Hampton Roads 
tor Vera Cruz, Mexico. 
Tue Swatara sailed from New York for llampton 


Roads Feb. 5th. 

Tue body of Rear-Admiral James Alden, who died 
at San Francisco, Jan. 5, is to be brought east. 

Tre Lackawanna arrived at San Francisco, Jan. 
25, nineteen days from Lu Paz. 

Tue Plymouth, which has been some weeks at 
Pensacola, has been ordered to New Orleans to re- 
lieve the Ossipee, which latter vessel will go to 
Pensacola. 

Ar the meeting of the Nuval Institute, on the 8th 
of February, « paper on Naval Hygienic Common- 
places, was read by Med.-Inspector A. L. Gihon, and 
another on the Conversion of the Eleven-inch Navy 
Dahlgren Guns, 

Tne Vundalia arrived at Constantinople Jan. 8, 
having received permission to pass the Straits, Her 
delay in Constantinople was caused by an official in- 
vestigation of the killing of one of the Turkish 
custom-house guard at Smyrna, with which one of 
the petty officers of the Vundalia was charged, 

Tue Secretary of the Navy uas favorably endorsed 
the project of Captain Howgate of the signal corps 
for an expedition to the Arctic seas, Io a letter to 
the Naval Committee of the House, he gives it his 
warmest approval, with the suggestion that such an 
expedition should be subject to the strictest military 
discipline. 

Tue life-saving service of the United States was 
inaugurated in 1850. It now has in operation 135 
stations and has in its employ 965 men. Since its 
organization up to the present year, 281 vessels have 
been driven ashore on the line of coast protected by 
its stations, having on board 3,240 persons, of whom 
3,197 were rescued—forty-three were lost. In 1875, 
195 vessels in distress were assisted by the revenue 
vessels, and eighty-one persons saved by this 
means. 

A GRAND complimertary dinner was given, Feb. 7, 
on board the flagship J/urtford, by Rear-Admiral 
Trenchard, in honor of’ the Grand Dukes Alexis and 
Constantine and other Russian naval officers now 
visiting No:folk. Covers were laid for a party of 
sixteen, with twelve courses, and at seven o’clock the 
following distinguished Russian and American naval 
and army dignitaries were seated at table: Admiral 
Boutakoff, the Grand Dukes Alexis and Constantine, 
Flag Lieut. Alexheff, Capt. Baron De Schilling, Capt. 
Shaproft, Rear-Admiral Sands, Gen, Barry, Capt. 
Franklin, Capt. Queen, Comdr. Kane, Fleet Surgeon 
Dean, Fleet Pay Iuspector May, Lieut. Shaw, Rear- 
Admiral Trenchard and Capt. Luce. 

Tue fine weather of the past few days has had the 
effect of removing, in a great measure, the snow and 
ice from the marshy precincts of League Island, giv- 
ing that place an appearance strongly similar to the 
old depot at Mound City. But little is doing at 
this place, as the larger yards seem to command more 
attention. The old St. Louis is moored at the wharf, 
and is used as the Marine Barracks, Inspection of 
Provisions and Clothing and Receiving Ship of the 
Station. The Quinnebavg is in a condition almost 
ready for sea. But little is necessary to complete 
her. Pay Director R. H. Clark relieved Feb. 1. 
Pay Inspector Wallach, who was detached on ac- 
count of a difference with the Department in the ap- 
pointment of a clerk. 

Tue Pail Mall Gazette, in an article on the Naval 
Academy, at Annapolis, remarks: ‘“ There is one 
novel element in the organization of the Academy, at 
Annapolis, requiring mention. Recently it has been 
decided, in consequence of the growing importance 
of steam, to educate enginers as cadets, to teach 
them as mid:hipmen, and so give a practical recog- 
nition to the fact that not only is steam now one 
of the most important influences in the Navy, but 
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that the officers who have to deal with it require as 
careful a training as is considered necessary tor those 
of the combatant or executive branch, Such a pro- 
vision would seem almost impossible in our navy, 
but the pressure of events, and the clear, praciical 
recognition of the vast change which has come over 
naval construction and naval warfare in the last ten 
years, have proved sufficient to induce the Govern- 
ment of the United States to adopt it.” 


THE flagship Tennessee was at Hong Kong Jan. 2, 
arriving there Dec, 28. She expected to leave on the 
4th for Bangkok, and perhapsBatavia. Telegraphic 
despatches report her at Bangkok Feb. 1. The 
Monocacy was inthe Yangtse river, The Ashuelot 
left Shanghaie Dec. 21, and arrived at Hong Kong 
Dec, 25. The Kearsarge wasat Hong Kong Dec, 31, 
and the Alert at Nagasaki. The Pa/os was at Yoko- 
hama. The Yantic sailed from Hong Kong for 
Norfolk, via the Cape of Good Hope, Dec. 23rd last. 
She stops en route at Batavia, Cape Town and St. 
Thomas. She hopes to reach Norfolk by the 1st of 
May. The following is a list of her officers: Com- 
mander, Wm. Whitehead; Lieutenants, J. C. Mo- 
rong, L. E. Bixler and J. H. Moore; Master, J. M. 
Jacovy; P. Asst. Eng., B.C. Gowing; Asst. Paymr., 
J. C. Sullivan ; P. Surg., C. W. Gravalt; 2nd Lieut. 
Marines, A, Stevenson; Pay Clerk, Jno. Early; Cap- 
tain’s Clerk, Mn Goff. 

Unper the heading of a “ Brilliant Wedding,” the 
Portsmouth Chronicle says: Took place on Wednes- 
day, Jan. 31, at the commodore’s residence on the 
Navy-yard, the parties most in interest being Lieut. 
Emory H. Taunt, U.S. N., son of Rev. J. F. Taunt, 
and.Miss Mary English, daughter of Capt. Earl 
English, U.S. N., the present commandant of the 
yard. The ceremony was performed by Rev. J. F. 
Taunt, assisted by Rev. Charles A. Holbrook, of this 
city, rector of St. John’s Church, and Rey. S, A! 
Hutchinson of Kittery. The house was darkened 
from the sunlight, and lighted with gas, and the 
parlors were beautifuily decorated with flags, ever- 
greens, smilax, and a profusion of flowers most taste- 
fully arranged; from the ceiling of the party in 
which the wedding was solemnized depended a mar- 
riaze bell of smilax and white rosebuds, beneath 
which the bride stood during the ceremony; and as 
the happy couple entered the room their path was 
strewed with flowers. The bridesmaids were Misses 
Léna, Frank and Josie English, Miss Mamie Eastman 
and Miss Lulu Williamson ; the groomsmen were Dr. 
Rixley, U. S. N., Lieut. Arthur, U. 8. N., and Lieut. 
F. W. Nichols, U. 8. N. The ushers were Chief En- 
gineer Williamson, U.S. N., and Lieut. Whipple, 
U. S. M. C. 

Tue Norfolk Virginion, Feb. 3 and 4, gives the 
following items: The steam engineering department 
of the new sloop-of-war Alliance has been finally 
tested and found in excellent condition. Engineer 
S. L. P. Ayres will assume charge as engineer-in- 
chief on board the ship to-day. Her orders to drop 
down to the fleet at Hampton Roads have been coun 
termanded, and her departure has been indefinitely 
postponed, The flagship Hartford will remain at 
the yard until after the Grand Duke’s ball on the 8th. 
She will not be placed in the dry dock, as it was 
found that her repairs could be dons by a diver. 
The fine brass band of Rear-Admiral Trenchard will 
give a serenade to Commodore Creighton every even- 
ing for the next week at the Navy-yard park, and, 
as the weather is so very delightful just now, we 
expect that visitors from both cities will flock to the 
yard to enjoy the finemusic, One of the crew of the 
U. 8. steamer Ranger, while at work yesterday after- 
noon about two o’clock reefing sails, fell from one of 
the yard arms into the water. A rope was thrown 
him, and he was hauled up withoutinjury. A force 
of laborers were engaged in the work of decorating 
the sail loft preparatory to the ball. The Russian 
colors are, of course, the most prominent feature in 
the decorations. Work upon the Ranger will be re 
sumed immediately after the departure of the Alliance, 
The music at the Navy-yard park draws a large 
number of visitors every evening. The sail makers 
resumed work in the Department ot Equipment yes- 
terday, and will be employed upon the Ranger and 
Alliance, The Department of Yards and Docks 
commenced work at Craney Island yestesday morn- 
ing on the quay wall, which work has been advisab!e 
to protect the property. fIn consequence of this work 
the force will be {considerably increased. Rear-Ad- 
miral Stephen D. Trenchard paid a social visit to 
Commodore J. B. Creighton yesterday afternoon, 
and was present at the inspection of the marines and 
the Navy-yard Fire Department, which takes place 
on Saturdays. The Hartford was moved alongside 
the wharf yesterday, under the shears, 

At the Brooklyn yard, the Trenton is the only ves- 
sel fitting out for sea service. Her officers have all 
been detailed, and will report Feb.12. It will be at 
least a fortnight before she will be ready to receive 
her officers, notwithstanding their earnest efforts to 
have her ready, asa delay at the yard at the particu- 
lar time may possibly cause a change in her roster. 
The Vermont is in the hands of workmen enlisted for 
the purpose, and it will be some time before she will be 
ready to resume her old station alongside the Cob 
Dock as the regular receiving ship of the yard. It 
is rumored that the Brooklyn will soon be placed in 
the hands of the yard workmen, but for what pur- 
pose no one prophesies, Paymaster D. P. Wight re- 


lieved Paymaster Tolper Feb. 1, and Pay Director J. 
C. Eldridge, for many years inspector of provisions 
and clothing, was relieved on the same day by Pay- 
master Edwin Stewart, late of the bureau of provis- 
ions at the Navy Department. The Severn, the for- 
mer flagship of the North Atlantic Fleet, but now 
condemred as useless, was brought down from the 
New London yard last week, by Lieut.-Commander 
J. H. Sands. The condemned vessel Delaware 
(formerly the Piscatagua, when she was attached to 
the Asiatic station, under command of Admiral 
Rowan), which had been lying in ordinary for years 
past at the yard, sunk at her moorings on Tuesday 
last, and now is on the bottom of the river with the 
water up to her gun-deck. The cause of the acci- 
dent is yet indefinitely known, but a board ot officers 
appointed by the commandant have made a report, 
and has been submitted by him to the Navy Deypart- 
ment for its action. 


The contractors trial of the engines of the Trenton 
was completed Dec. 30 ult. The engines were run 
forty-eight hours at half power, after which the 
power was increased, first to five-eights, and finally 
to three-fourths, The engines worked smoothly, 
particularly so atthe high power, and all of the 
journals worked cool without water. The highest 
mean number of revolutions per minute, (for an 
hour) was 50. It is a three-cylinder compound back- 
acting engine. The T’venton’s machinery was built 
by the Morgan Iron Works (John Roach and Sons). 
The dimensions of the hull and machinery are as fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Length on load water line in feet........... . adéeussccssasenn 25s 
Extreme breadth of beam, in feet 
Ratio of length to breadth 
Area of greatest immersed transverse section, in square fe 
Displacement. in tons at ieast draft ............0..0.008 
Number of cylinders, high preseure.... 
Number of cylinders, low pressure..... 2 
Diameter of cylinders, high preseure..............0......++. 58 
Diameter of cylinders, low pressure.... ..6..0. sec eeeeeeees 
Stroke of pistons in feet.............000.05- 
Area of condensing surface in square feet........ 
IEEE So 6.50. sch ectetasedecscnetssaesae Tiedaaaion 
Kind of boilers cylindrical. 
2 











NE SD cw cncncchuvct ocd inesacescoseesive 1 

SP co vnciccdlnabendsvecss] <0n0searee 10.3 
Total area of grate surface in square feet............0s0.... 464 
ee ET Or II 6 oiino 6500 cucnedes.cnssececerceenns 24 
EO Io scans cantundccnccececeeeeedaces Hirsch. 
Diameter in feet and inches... ......02.2cececceccsesseseel9 —-6" 


Number of blades,... 

The circulating-pumps are centrifngal, and are in- 
dependent. They are capable of discharging 5000 
gallons of water per minute, and may be used on the 
bilgein emergency. There are also a pair of Blake- 
Pumps capable of discharging 400 gallons per min- 
ute each, 

The windlass and steering-gears are worked by 
steam, on the plans of Mr. Fred. Sickles, There are 
two steam winches, to be used for coaling ship, hoist- 
ing ashes and hoisting the main smoke pipe. 

The Distilling apparatus is capable of making 
3000 gallons of cool erated water, or 6,500 gallons of 
tepid water per day. It is the kind patented by 
Mr. Baird. The Battery is to consist of converted 
Rifled guns, all pivots. One-half the gun carriages 
are on the plan of the eminent engineer John Eric- 
son, and the remaining halfon the plan of the Chief 
of the Bureau of Ordnance. The battery is so ar- 
ranged that four guns can bear straight ahead. 








NAVY GAZETTE, 
REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE: 
OBDERED. 


Fesruary 1.—Mate Walter N. Smith, to the tug Nina, at New 
port, R. I. 

Fesruary 2.—-Lientenant Henry C. Hunter, to the receiving 
ship Colorado, at New York. 

Fesruary 3.—Medical Director Joseph Beale, to turn over the 
charge of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery to Medical Direc- 
tor William Grier. 

Fresruary 5.—Commander George B. White, to command the 
Frolic, South Atlantic Station, per steamer of let March next. 

Lieutenants Murray S. Day and Jobn Rodgers; Ensigns Walter 
C. Cowles and Hamilton Hutchins, Midshipmen John M. Proud- 
fit, Walter McLaan, Daniel R. Case and Abraham K. Culver; 
Assistant Surgeou Wm. R. DuBose; Boatswain John§. Sinclair, 
and Gunner Joseph Smith, to the Trenton, at New York, on the 
12th February. 

Medical Director Joseph Wilson, to resume the duties of presi- 
dent of the Medical Board of Examiners at Washington. 

Surgeon John C. Spear, as member of the Medical Board of 
Examiners at Washington. 

Sailmaker William Caddy, to equipment duty at the Navy- 
yard, New York. 

Fesrvuary 6,--Lieutenant-Commander Thomas Nelson, to the 
Hydrographic office on the 15th February. 

Assistant Surgeon George P. Lamsden, to the training ship 
Minnesota, at New York. 

Passed Assisiant Engineer Wm. A. H., Allen, to duty in the 
Bureau of Steam Engineering. 


DETACHED, 


Fesruary 1.—Assistant Paymaster John W. Jordan has re- 
ported his return home, having been detached from the Palos, 
Asiatic Station, on the 16th December last, and has been placed 
on sick leave. 

Mate William Jenny, from the Nina, at Newport, R. I., and 
placed on waiting orders. 

Fepruary 2.—Lieutenant James M, Forsyth, from the Pow- 
hatan, and placed on sick leave. 

L eutenant Charles M. Anthony, from the receiving ship 
Wabash, at Boston, and ordered to the Powhatan, at Norfolk, 


a. 

Lieutenant Clinton K. Curtis, from the receiving ship Worces- 
ter, at Norfolk, Va., and placed on waiting orders, 

Frprvuary 3.—Medical Director William Grier, from duty as 
president of the Medical Examining Board, and ordered to relieve 
Medical Director Joseph Beale as chief of the Bureau of Medi 
cine and Surgery. . 

FesrRuarRy 5.--Lieutenant-Commander Nicoll Ludlow, from 
duty at the Torpedo Station, and ordered to the Trenton as ex- 
ecntive on the 12th February. 

Lieutenants Abraham H. Vail and Isaac Hazlett, from the Hy- 
drographic office, and ordered to the Trenton on the 12th Feb. 

Lieutenant Edward D. Tawssig, from the training ship Monon- 
gahela, and ordered to the Trenton on the 12th February. 

Lieutenant Charles A. Stone, from the Navy-yard, Washington, 
and ordered to the Trenton on the 12th February. 


on waiting orders, 





Masten Cua 4 Lreth, nom L 4 recat ship Colorad¢, 
and ordered to the Trenton on the ~ 
Ensign Robert H. McLean, from the Powhatan, and ordered té 


the Trenton on the 12th February. : 
Pay inspector Edward Foster, from duty in the ses grogy at ae 


visions and Clothing, and ordered to the 
February, and algo as fleet peymanter of the European Station. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon John W. Ross, from the Franklin, 
and ordered to the Trenton on the 12th February. 

Chaplain Henry H. Clark, from the Navy-yard, Boston, and 
ordered to the Trenton on the 12th February. 

Chief Engineer Edwin Fithian, from — duty at Washing- — 
ton, and ordred 3 — =. ad 8th February, and also 
as fleet engineer of the European jon. 

Passed Assistant Engineer George W. Baird, from duty in the 
Bureau of Steam Engineering, and ordered to the Trenton on the 
12th February. 

Sailmaker George W. Giet, from the Navy-yard, New York, 
and ordered to the Trenton on the 12th February. 

Fesruary 6 —Lieutenant L. C. Loge has reported his return 
home, having been detached from the Tenneseee, Asiatic Sta- 
tion, on the 17th December last, and has been placed on waiting 
orders. 

Assistant Surgeon James M. Ambler, from the training ship 
Minnesota, and ordered to the Franklin. 

Chief Engineer Wm. B. Brooks, from the Marion, and as fleet 
engineer of the European Station, on the reporting of his relief, 
and ordered to return home and wait orders. 


COMMISSIONED ' 


Master Edward A Field to be a Lieutenant in the Navy from 
February 10, 1875. . 

Medical Director Wm. Grier to be Chief of the Bureau of Medi 
cine and Surgery in the Departmert of the Navy. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 
To Lieutenant Frank Turnbull for one year from January 38. 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to 
the Surgeon-General, for the week, ending February 17, 1877: 
Joseph Jordan, seaman, January 17, U. 8. S. Bache. 








CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 


The following are the changes in the officers of the Marine 
Corps since last memoranda, viz. : 

JANUARY 25.--Leave of absence for ten days from February 1 
granted to First Lieut. W. J. McDonald. 
JANUARY 30.—First Lieutenant G. C. Reid, ordered to duty at 
the Marine Barracks, Washington, D. C. 
FEBRUARY 3.—The leave of absence of First Lieutenant E. T. 
Bradford is extended thirty days from this date. 








REAR ADMIRAL ALDEN. 


Tue telegraph reports that Rear Admiral James 
Alden died at San Francisco on the morning of Mon- 
day, January 5th. His disease was congestion of the 
brain. Another year would have completed his half 
century in the Naval Service which he entered asa 
midshipman April, 1,1828. His first sea service was 
with the sloop-of-war Concord in the Mediterranean 
Station, 1830-3; the next with the Wilkes Explor- 
ing Expedition, 1838 42, where he was ambushed by 
the Feejies while in charge of a survey party. 
After Lieut. Underwood and Midshipman Henry had 
been killed, the natives were driven off and the 
bodies of the two officers brought away. A second 
trip around the world in 1844-6 in the Constitution 
followed, and with it another adventure; young 
Alden, now a Lieutenant, having command of a boat 
expedition which cut out several war junks from 
under the guns of the fort at Zuron Bay, Cochin, 
Chins. During the Mexican war, 1847, Lieutenant 
Alden served with the Home squadron, and wes 
present at the capture of Vera Cruz, Tuspan and 
Tobasco., In the winter of 1856-7, volunteered with 
the surveying steamer Active in the war with the 
Puget Sound Indians, and rendered the Army 
important services. His timely arrival at San 
Juan Island in the lattes year was instrumental in 
preventing a collision between the British navy 
forces and our troops under Harney, Alden assisting 
in landing troops to hold the island against the 
threatened attack of the British, Sept. 14, 1855, 
he was commissioned Commander, and at the 
commencement of the Rebellion, May, 1861, given 
the command of the steamer South Carolina, with 
which he reinforced Fort Pickens. While engaged 
upon the blockade of Galveston, he had a fight with 
the batteries in the rear of the city, and captured 
thirteen schooners Jaden with merchandize, He com- 
manded the sloop Richmond at the passage of Forts 
Jackson and St. Philip, and in the attack on New 
Orleans, and in the passage of the Vicksburg 
batteries and at Port Hudson. 

Commissioned as captain Jan, 2, 1863, he com- 
manded at Mobile Bay the steam-sloop Brooklyn, to 
which was lashed the Octorara in the port side. To 
the Brooklyn was granted the leading position in the 
line and an implied criticism on Admiral Parragut’s 
repert upon Alden’s hesitation in leading the at- 
tack was the occasion of some controversy and ill- 
feeling at the time. The Admiral thought Alden 
was too cautious in the presence of the torpedoes. 
His friends urged that it was his delay and the cover 
of his fire which enabled the flag-ship to pass ahead 
as she did without accident. 

Alden’s commission as Commodore came after the 
war, July 25, 1866, and his rank of Rear-Admiral 
was attained June 17, 1871. In 1867 he com- 
manded the Susguehanna, the Minnesota, in 1867-8, 
and the Mare Isiand Navy-yard, 1868-9, In April, 
1869, he was appointed Chief of the Bureau of Navi- 
vation and retired March 11, 1872. This is a brief 
record of a service continued over nearly half a cen- 
tury, and we have omitted from it the details of ser- 
vice at shore stations, which varied the employment 
of a naval officer, more than half of whose time, 27 
years and six months, was spent at sea. Admiral 
‘Alden was a gentleman of fine personal appearance 

and fine social qualities as well as an officer of expe- 





Lieutenant William H. Beehler, from the ‘Allizace, andj, placed 


rience and ability 
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HOWES & COMPANY, 
Bankers, No.6 Wall st., N. ¥. Officers 
pay accounts cashed thirty days in ad- 
vance, on favurable terms. 
L. T. HOWES, F. A. HOWES, 


Lats or U. 8S. Army. Lats or U. 8S. Navr. 


Pacific Mail & Panama 


TRANSIT S. S. LINES. 
FOR CALIFORNIA caren CHINA, AUSTRALIA, NEW 
EALAND, BRITISH COLUMBIA, OREGON, &. 
Sailing from Per No. SraMus Rive 
FOR SAN FRANCISCO via ISTHMUS OF PANAMA. 
Steamship COLON........ 2... -seeesees Thasetes, nd 15. 
Connecting for Central America and South Paci: eperee. 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO JAPAN AND cH 





Steamship CITY OF TOKIO........... ..... Thursduy, March 1 
WROM SAN TVET ge TO SANDWICH IS DS, AU 
RALIA AND NEW ZEALAND: 
cITY OF wap a sieeceseentss Wednesday, Feb. 28. 


For f tr teal t or a to 
MP. tS SLY DE & CO. pinta J. moray. Superintendent, 
yy Green, —Pier 42, N. R., fost t of Canal street. 


WILLIAM CONARD, 

(Late Chief of Paymaster’s Division, 4th ‘Auditor’ 8 Office,) 
Attorney and Claim Agent. 
NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 
Difference of Pay, Prize soa’ Bounty, Pensions, etc. 
Officers PLACED ON FURLOUGH, or having any kind of busi- 
ness to transact before the Departments, will receive prompt 


attention for moderate char; 
O. Box 612. Omics, 1497 F Street, Washington, D.C. 


ORANCE SPORTING POWDER. 


Orange Lightning Powder. 


The strongest and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1tco7. Packed 
only in =e = and canisters. The coarser sizes eapemeiy 
are recomm od owners of fine breech loading guns, giving 
great saaelien with very slight recoil. 


Orange Ducking Powder. 


For Water-fowl. Verystrongand clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 
in metal kegs of 6% Ibs. each, and canisters of 1 and 5 pounds. 


Orange Hifle Powder. 


vee at for sites and for all ordinary purposes. Sizes FG, 
e last being the finest. Packed in wood and 


ict 3 ibs 1234 Ibs., and 6% Ibs., and in canisters of 
ie above omges high velocities, and less residuum than 
any other brands mad 

Military Powder. 


The Mrmurary Powper made by this Company is extensively 
used and highly a i by the U.S. Government, and ex- 
clusively u by the Russian Government for their cartridges 


made in this country. 
MAMMOTH, CANNON, MORTAR, MUSKET and CART- 
RIDGE Kowder s made be any desired standard. Packed in wood 
. =e metal Powder es of 100 lbs. or less. Biastine, Mintne and 
wder of all grades and sizes packed in wood or 
etal kes 25 lbs. Great care is taken in casing and packing 


Powder for Saat 
SAFETY FUSE AND ELECTRICAL BLASTING APPARATUS 


LAFLIN & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 


26 Murray St., New York. 


Sole proprietors and manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 
brand of GUN POWDER. Recommended and used by Captain 
A. H. Boeaapus, the “ Champion Wing Shot of the World’ 


THOMAS H. NORTON & C0., 


Army and Navy Financial Agents, 
No. 1160 MAIN STREET, 
WHeEE.Ine, W. Va. 

















We transact a General Banking and Brokerage business, 
giving particular attention to the wants of Army and Navy 
Officers, making advances at reasonable rates on Accounts and 
Alletments, and remitting proceeds promptly. 

All business promptly attended to, and the interests of corres 
pondents carefully regarded. 





Moers OF THE ARMY, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS, 
Post Traders and others szould buy their goods in N. York. 
Sagptics bows poaent and forwarded to all peints. 

AN, Purchasing Agent, ae Park Row, New York. 





Centennial Medal Awarded. 
J. H. WILSON, 


Military and Naval Coods, 
1106 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Swords, Belts, Chapeaux, Dress Hats, Caps, Epaulettes, P; 
Shoulder Knots. and Embroideries o the est Qualities. ™ 





[ “PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 


Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
Academy of the Visitation, 
At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, W. Va. 
Board and Tuition in the entire lish and French Co: 
Bed and Bedding, Washing aud Mending, Lighteand 
Fuel, Stationery and Doctor’s Fees, per annum........ 
Piano ih thhcind sks nedbdesehdeen<tencnce bar} 
Even more favorable terms may be made, where two or more 
sisterss imultaneously attend the school. For further particulars, 


epply for the Prospectus of the Academy. 
oral me BY a a@ . 
(en rman an 
Admiral David D. Borier, 0 sh. Ww La Do; General 
8 Army Began or, U. 8. Army, 


uco. ~ orien, 

on - R, = “it Grain a hy U. 8. Army: 
~Gen raham, Army ; Mrs. Admiral! 

Bali Wasbington, General & D- i Bturges, U 7 


VamitrF air for Meerschaum and Cigarette. See Advertisement, 
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WE are obliged to add eight pages to this number 
of the JourNAL, to make room for extra matter 
without decreasing our usual variety. The extra 
sheet is paged so as to go on the outside of the 
regular sheet, and those who purchase of newsdealers 
should make sure that they get it. 








SEEKING THE NORTH POLE. 
N his book on the Tigris Expedition, Captain 
Tyson makes some very just remarks on the dis- 
crepancies which are found in the reports of Arctic nay- 
igators. Where one finds land to which he promptly 
gives a name, another sails steadily on, and, perhaps, 
reports that just there the water was remarkably 
open, with not even ice in sight! A somewhat 
similar lack of uniformity is discernible in the very 
plans laid down for the bold navigators ot Northern 
seas. Captain Howeare, for instance, in the letter 
which he has addressed to Congress, praying for aid 
in a new Arctic Expedition, gives as the ‘‘ most im- 
portant of all” the reasons why the late English ex- 
pedition experienced so much difficulty, the fact that 
they had their ships to run to. Dependence upon 
their vessels, he says, is the thing which ‘‘ has sown 
in so many undertakings of the kind, the seeds of 
dissension and of utter failure.” 

This opinion, by Captain Tyson’s rule of contra- 
ries, necessarily involves just the opposite opinion 
from some one else. This indeed we have, not fol- 
lowing, but preceding Captain Howearte's dictum, 

At the time when this country, and the world, 
was thrilled by the rescue of part of the Polaris 
party from an ice cake, after drifting more than half 
a year, a gentleman now living in New York, but 
who has had twenty years’ experience in Northern 
seas asa Norwegian sailor, made what we may fairly 
consider to be the most remarkable proposal that is 
to be found even in the annals of Arctic travel. He 
offered to undertake a series of journeys to the North 
Pole. The first one would probably occupy about 
three months in reaching that goal, but this time, 
he thought, would be shortened when the way be- 
came known. On the second trip he was to take 
materials for building, and put up a summer hotel 
on the very site of the Pole! In laying the offer of 
a share in this undertaking before the present writer, 
the projector dwelt particularly upon the advantages 
the Polar climate offered to consumptives and others 
whose health made “ settled weather” a desideratum ! 
This part of the gentleran’s theories we consider tu 
be indisputable. Unsettled weather is very trying 
to delicate people, and if the weather is net settled 
when the thermometer stays one or two hundred de- 
grees below zero, we do not know a good definition 
of the verb to settle! It is easy to see that this 
scheme for a monthly or weekly line to the Pole 
offered unusual stimulus to the mind of an active, 
versatile and earnest man like this gentleman. 
But we must turn from this mine of original con- 
ceptions to consider the means by which such won- 
200 | Terful results were to be accomplished. It is in the 
foundation of his scheme that he departed so widely 
from Capt. HowGatr’s ideas, 

The party was to be small, say of six or eight 
persons; the provisions could accordingly be pro- 
vided for a long time without making either great 
weight or bulk; the craft used was to be a sailing 
(not steam) yacht. If steam were insisted upon, the 
whole of this equipment, including the yacht, could 
be taken North on a steamer until the latter was 








stopped by ice. The yacht would then be placed on 
the ice, sled runners would be fitted to her, sail 
hoisted, and she would begin her individual voyage 
toward the Pole. 

The idea was to provide a craft that could go 
over the ice or through the water at will, and as 
Northern travel invariably offers one or the other of 
these alternatives, anything that secures the means 
of performing both would appear to open the path- 
way tothe Pole. This craft, at once an ice boat and 
a yacht, would, it was thought, be able in all states of 
the wind to make, say, four miles an hour, and if 
hummocky ice, drifts, or other obstructions peculiar 
to such regions, barred the direct line of progress, 
the ice boat could sail around them. If the ice north 
of the American continent proved to be too rough 
for the boat, it could, in the course of a week or 80, 
circumnavigate the globe, and take advantage of an 
Opening anywhere on the Arctic circle. If a crack 
opened the crew could unship the runners, launch 
the yacht and sail away, and if a nip came they 
could draw it upon the ice again in a short time. 
It is for this perfect handiness that the pro- 
jector insisted on a small company, a small yacht, no 
steam, and no great store of fuel. 

The advantages which he claimed were that the 
crew would never be overworked. The strenuous 
labors of a sledge journey with its constant cold, wet, 
hunger, and want of sleep, would be unknown; 
while navigation of the craft would not ordinarily 
require a heavy force, and with eight men on board 
the watches could have four men each, which would 
probably be ample. At the end of the watch there 
would be a comfortab!e cabin to retire to, with its 
fire, its safe repose, and its amusements. Voyaging 
over the ice should be no more provocative of nos- 
talgia, or home sickness, than the seaman’s ordinary 
life on the ocean. Under these circumstances the 
crew would be in‘a position to make the most pro- 
tracted effort to reach the Pole. They could afford to 
look with unconcern upon the prospect of covering 
the whole Arctic region with their tracks in the jour- 
ney, for the lengthened contest would carry with it no 
likelihood of overpowering suffering. 

We think our readers have by this time concluced 
that the startling invitation of our friend was not so 
absurd asit seemed. At the time he made it, the plan 
had every prospect of being efficient. The Sea of 
Ancient Ice, with its broken surface, steep and high 
snow drifts and all its dread barriers to human 
effort was then unknown. So far as Arctic travellers 
had reported, there was no insurmountable obstacle 
in the way of an ice boat of moderate dimensions. 
Then the scheme seemed plausible, but Captain 
NaREs’ report has now shown that the difficulties in 
the way of such a craft, would be much more serious 
than the projector supposed. The snow drifts with 
their sharp and recurved crests would hardly allow 
the passage of an ice boat even if it followed their 
direction instead of trying to cross it. Since the re- 
turn of the English ships we have been pluming our- 
selves on our sagacity in declining to take any stock 
in that summer hotel ! 

Captain Howaeate’s proposition is founded on a 
theory just the opposite of this. He would plant a 
colony on the shore of Hall Basin or Robeson 
Channel, and camp for three years, during which 
time the party would learn how to live in an Arctic 
region, study the air, ice, water and land, and obtain 
such a knowledge of the country as would enable 
them to ferecast the movements of the ice, and seize 
the best moment for moving toward the Pole. The 
party that made this movement would cut loose from 
the camp and go out, not for the “one supreme 
effort” on which explorers have hitherto relied to 
attain the goal of so many centuries’ struggle, but 
with the expectation of staying out the whole 
season, 

This plan recommends itself by the fact that it is 
based on a system which has received the approval 
of all living Arctic travellers and is sustained by the 
applause of the scientific worid. That is the coloniza- 
tion scheme first suggested by Payer and Wey- 
PRECBT, after their expedition north of Novaya 
Semla, acd which was immediately recognized as a 
turning point in the great task which the world 
seems to have set itself, the task of reaching the 
Pole. Colonization ofters assured benefits to science 
which a wandering party cannot sv certainly secure. 
What these benefits are, is very well summed up 
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by Prof. Loomis, in his letter to Captain Howears. 
He says that in science it isthe mazima and minima ' 
that are important, and the Arctic conditions are 
confessedly extreme in all respects. He also says 
that “there is scarcely a problem relating to the 
physics of the globe which can be fully understood 
without a knowledge of the phenomena within the 
Polar regions.” The Poles and the Equator are, as 
he observes, the most important points for scientific 
observation on the globe. How true these arguments 
are, is curiously illustrated by the history of the very 
simple observation which Commander MarkKHAM 
made at the highest point reached, 83 deg., 20 min., 
26 sec.; namely that soundings showed adepth of 
only 70 fathoms, Seamen, as well as Captain How- 
GATE, see in this merely an indication that land was 
near. But Prof. Crouu, whose speculations on the 
physics of the globe are so original and profound, 
eeized upon the fact as a proof that his theory of a 
glacial condition at the Antarctic continent, with its 
consequent alteration of the earth’s centre of gravity, 
is true. We mention this merely to show what 
importance every fact in the natural history of thjs 
region can have. The mere glory of being the first 
to travel over the ice to the Pole is not reward 
‘ sufficient for the suffering and life that must be 
spent in the effort, but the colonization scheme is 
one that has our hearty support, for by it the great 
struggle of mankind for knowledge would be sub- 
stantially advanced. 

Fortunately these benefits can be reaped without 
actually penetrating tothe Pole. Whether that will 
ever be done is probabiy a question of temperature 
and character of surface almost entirely. The 
absence of great glaciers proves that there is no 
accumulation of ice, miles in thickness, as in the 
Antarctic region. The thickest ice in the Palxo- 
crystic Sea is not more than 150 feet thick and this 
proves that the area immediately about the Pole 
must either be very dry or enjoy rapid relief from its 
ice burdens. The known facts point more strongly 
to a shallow sea there ,than to an exposed land 
surface, 

Captain Howcatr’s scheme deserves support, and 
we hope he will not be denied by Congress. He is, 
as our readers know, an infantry officer now serving 
in the Signal Service Bureau. This fact gives 
assurance that meteorology, oneof the sciences that 
can benefit most by observations within the Arctic 
circle, will be well attended to, and the fact that the 
scheme comes from the Signal Service Office is to 
Americans reason enough for sustaining it. We wish 
Captain Howeate had brought these considerations 
forward in his letter. He should also have given due 
credit to Lieutenant Payer for originating the plan 
of colonization. The world wide popularity of this 
method would certainly have its effect upon a body 
constituted as Congress is. Stated in a few words, he 
proposes PayEr’s colonization scheme; the English 
system of relay sledges and depots, the latter to be 
carried out with dogs instead of without, as Captain 
NarRzs attempted to do. 








Some cynical disbeliever in human virtue has 
declared that the only commandment necessary to ob- 
serve is one not found in the Decalogue—“ thou shalt 
not be found out.” Tothe grief‘and mortification of 
some of our financial magnates, they discover their 
inability to longer;observe this rule of prudential 
roguery. The shrinkage of values resulting from 
our rapid progress toward specie payment, is reveal- 
ing the rottenness of their financial situation, and 
exposing the dishonest ‘shifts by which they have 
sought to maintain the appearance of prosperity after 
the reality had departed. Notable among those of 
late brought to judgment are {the insurance com- 
panies of New York, and the thorough sifting their 
assets are receiving is driving into bankruptcy and 
disgrace those which disregarded sound rules of 
finance, outraged moral principle, and, for the emolu- 
ment of their officers devoured widows’ houses, 
There is a healthy indication of awakened moral 
sentiment in the indictment by the Grand Jury, and 
arraignment for trial, preliminary to imprisonment 
if found guilty, of some especially noteworthy 
offenders in this way. Such companies as have 
conducted their business on sound principles, and 
avoided the temptation to illegitimate gain, are 





acquiring new reputation by the investigation into 
their affairs. 


We refer to this matter here, because officers, in 
common with all salaried men, have an especial in- 
terest in life insurance, and the opportunity it offers 
them, when legitimately conducted, to pro¥ide for 
their families in the contingency of death. There is 
no excuse for the insolvency of any insurance com- 
pany whose affairs are conducted with even ordinary 
prudence and honesty. The charge in this country 
for life insurance is largely in excess of its cost, 
under proper management, and we hope the weed- 
ing out of weak and foolish companies, which is 
now going on, will leave us with a few strong com- 
panies, so well-established in popular confidence that 
they can abandon the present vicious system of 
agencies which subjects the insured to a tax upon 
their ignorance. The amount of hardship and 
positive misery which has; resulted from the failure 
of life insurance companies, it is impossible to esti- 
mate. We regret to say that in some cases loss and 
hardship have been brought upon the insured b7 the 
failure of solvent companies to take a just and liberal 
view of their obligations to those who had gone on for 
years in good faith, investing their money in the 
hope of providing forcld age, or the comfort of 
those left behind them in the event of death. Major 
Curtis, U. S. A., recently called attention to a case of 
this sort, but in two other cases, we are happy to say, 
officers have made reports of a more generous treat- 
ment. Mrs. General CusTER has expressed her 
thanks for the insurance paid on her husband’s life 
by a company which might have taken advantage of 
a technicality to avoid payment. 

In testing the statements made by differeut insur- 
ance companies to secure the attention of those in- 
suring, it should be remembered that life insurance 
presupposes undoubted security, without which it is 
afraud. Doctored annual statements look stale; the 
public has had confidence in them too long. Dis- 
interested examinations, by insurance experts com- 
petent tojudge, are the only statements worthy of 
publicconfidence. Life insurance is for life; premi- 
ums are paid for life; contracts are to be fulfilled 
only after death. Unless undoubted evidence of 
ability exists to meet these contracts, policy holders 
had better keep their money in their pockets. 








WE publish in full this week the very interesting 
and valuable report—‘ Ordnance Notes, No. LIV.” 
—on pistols. It gives the details of a comparative 
exhaustive trial by the leading competitors for 
army favor in the line of pistols. In the language of 
the board, “the record of this tria’ shows the Colt 
revolver to be the most serviceable of the three arms 
under consideration, and the one best adapted to 
the military service. It is simple in its mechanism, 
stable in its structure, and will endure the most se- 
vere tests to which it may be subjected in the hands 
of the cavalry soldier.” In a letter accompanying 
the report, Gen. Franklin shows that the effectiveness 
of the Colts at long range would be greatly increas- 
ed by substituting for the short service cartridge 
the cartridge issued by the manufacturers, as the use 
of a smaller cartridge “in an arm as large and as 
expensive as are the military pistols of the present 
day, does not develop the true value of the arm (at 
all everts, in the Colt pistol), as an offensive and de- 
fensive weapon, hut degrades it to what is the ordi- 
nary value of the pocket pistol.” With this opinion 
the board agree, and we hope a change will be made 
that will develop the full power of this splendid pis 
tol which, the first in the field, still holds its ground 
against all rivals. 








Tue profession of medicine is valued at very dif- 
ferent estimates in the various countries of Christea- 
dom. We believe American pbysicians look upon 
surgery as a particularly high branch of their art, 
while in England the surgeon ranks below the phy- 
sician. But this is nothing to the differences which 
exist between our views and those of continental na- 
tions, the French excepted. 

Not leng ago the superior of a convent on the 
Rhine advertised for a medical man who was also to 
shave the ghostly fathers! Even this is not very 
much worse than the requirements of a late General 
Order from the headquarters of the Austrian army. 
Sub-commanders were by this ordered to send a de- 
tail of mento the medical officer for instruction in 
cooking! When he reported them efficient they were 
to serve as instructors to their comrades: Cooking 


isso important an acquirement that we should not 
consider it an improper service for the highest officer 
to be actively interested in a general effort to im- 
prove the culinary department of an army, but we 
have not supposed medical men were professionally 


expert in the noble art. In our service the science 
of cooking has received deserved attention from the 
medical officers, and with valuable results, but we 
do not know that they would feel able to don the 
cordon bleu and demonstrate a practical knowledge 
ef the art. 








Rarely are the details of a really great war more 
confused than in the struggle between France and 
Germany, in 1870. The movements were so rapid, 
the outbursts of French patriotism, so numerous and 
so fleeting, and the tangle of commands so complete, 
that the huge mass of literature to which the war 
gave rise is all needed if one will follow out the min- 
utiae of the conflict. A French officer, Captain L. 
Patry, of the 67th Line, has with indomitable resolu- 
tion performed the huge task of making a separate 
map for each day’s positions. The 180 days of the 
war, of course require 180 maps, and in this way the 
difficulties are clearly overcome. We have not seen 
Captain Parry’s work, our knowledge of it being 
derived from foreign journals, but if the execution 
of his task is as careful as its conception is bold, his 
work must be invaluable. Itis called “ Etude d’en- 
semble de la guerre franco-allemande de 1870-71 and 
is published by Couturier of Soissons. 








To YOUNG OFFICERS, or to civilian travellers, we 
commend Col. Dopes’s advice concerning Camp 
Life in the Army. It is both profitable, practical 
and picturesque reading. Any one who bas ever 
passed a month or two in a military camp on the 
Plains, will recognize the photographic reality of the 
picture, and, perchance, may heave a sigh for the 
joys that have flown, but the memory of which is 
brought so vividly before the reader by the accom- 
plished soldier to whom we refer. His views, al- 
though of the highest professional value to those 
who ply a dangerous trade, are also of value to the 
gentle amateur who goes forth for a days’ shooting 
and who isin no danger of “stampedes” or Sioux 
intruders. 








Our ForEIGN CORRESPONDENT “ K,” whose second 
‘letter we publish this week, directs attention to a 
possible complication growing out of the Eastern 
question, in a very clear, forcible and attractive 
manner. His opportunities for acquiring informa- 
tion on the points treated are exceptionally good and 
his letter shows how close an observer he is. That 
the Great Powers are about to become embroiled in a 
colossal conflict many confidently believe. Germany’s ' 
time and pretext for participating are probably 
known only to her Emperors’ ‘right hand” and 
nowhere else in the world, perhaps, is a secret 
safer. 








SKIRMISHING ON THE YELLOWSTONE or the oper- 
ations of Gen. Miles’ column recently, are very well 
described by an vfficer of the command, whose letter 
appears elsewhere. Generals Miles and Mackenzie 
have so far gathered most of the laurels in the Sioux 
War. Sitting Bull demoralized and Crazy Horse de- 
feated and driven—as late accounts show—would 
seem to deprive the campaign of the most important 
elements of strife. We suppose the time is rapidly 
approaching when, unless Congress interferes, the 
Indians will be turned over to their wet-nurse the 
Indian Bureau, to be fed and clothed and otherwise 
prepared to try it on again “as soon as the grass 
grows.” 








Tue House Military Committee has appointed as 
a subcommittee Messrs. Terry, WILLIAMS and 
THORNBURGH to confer with the Coast Survey offi- 
cials as to the feasibility of transferring the Signal 
Bureau to the Treasury Department, of which the 
Ceast Survey is a branch. It was agreed that the 
bureau ought to be separated from the War Depart- 
ment and that the Scientific Corps of the Coast Sur- 
vey was the proper bead for this branch of the public 
service. Gen. SHERMAN joins and recommends the. 





‘change. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the 'Y AND Navy JovRNAL does not hold him- 
eelf responsible for individual expressions of opinion in commu- 
nications publisk ed under this head. mie perpcee is to allow the 
i freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 
eel 








(Foreign Correspondence of the Army and Navy Journal.) 
THE NEW QUADRILATERAL. 


THERE are certain districts which, comparatively 
valueless in themselves, acquire an undeniable import- 
ance from their mere geographical position, which not 
unfrequently obliterates all memory of their original 
insignificance. Eugland’s possession of Tangier in the 
seventeenth century, and that of Gibraltar at the pre- 
sent day, have profited her little as a mere question of 
revenue; but, as strategic points, neither the one nor 
the other is to be despised. France clung long and 
tenaciously to certain fever-haunted nooks of the West 
Indies, solely because they might be used as a thorn in 
the side of colonial England. The mosquito-warrens 
of the Lower Danube, having once taken rank in the 
mind of Nicholas as a ‘‘ material guarantee,” had 
power to impel Russia and Turkey into the squander- 
ing of thousands of lives and millions of treasure, 
though it would be bard to say which of the two re- 
garded them with the deeper abhorrence. And, at the 
present time, the same principle is borne more fully 
than ever by the adventitious importance which has 
descended upon Lithuania. 

Few who have traversed this objectionable region 
would venture to pronounce it. worth keeping for its 
own sake; and when the progress of civilization shall 
invent some method of removing towns and provinces, 
literally as well as metaphorically, from one frontier to 
another, the domain of the Jagellons will probably be 
stowed away in some quiet corner where nobody can 
see it. In one sense, at least, this feat has already been 
accomplished. In 1859, Louis Napoleon, by one stroke 
of the pen, hoisted Nice and Savoy out of [taly into 
France. In 1871, his most sainted Majesty, the newly- 
inveated Emperor Wilhelm, (upon whum be the bless- 
ing reserved for those who remove their neighbor's 
landmark,) has, by the same powerful leverage, lifted 
Alsace and Lorraine bodily out of France into 
‘*United” Germany. And when this science is ex- 
tended to counties and proviuces, Russia wil! undoubt- 
edly seize the opportunity to decree that Poland belongs 
to Asia, and cart it en masse across the Ural, filling up 
its place with *‘ clegant extracts” from the Crimea and 
the Caucasus. 


THE OVERLAND APPROACH TO RUSSIA, 


Undoubtedly, if first impressions be the most endur- 
ing, the injury which Russia has done herself in the 
eyes of the travelling world, by making Poland her 
vestibule toward estern Europe, might almost 
expiate the guilt of its annexation. To those who 
approach the ‘‘ barred empire” by sea, the huge grey 
forts of Cronstadt, booming out stark and gmm above 
the smooth waters of the Gulf of Finiand, present a 
grand and imposing spectacle; but the overland 
panorama, vic Kovno or Warsaw, is dismal indeed. 
Acre after acre of dreary swamp, mile after mile of 
leafless forest, drippiog with the damps of inclement 
spring, or whitening in the frosts of approaching win- 
ter; dark moors stretching away to the dim horizon, 
with here and there a solitary peasant or a plodding 
team dotted upon their boundless desolation; little 
clusters of tumble-down pigsties, called by courtesy 
‘* villages,” in which two-legged and four legged hogs 
(the latter, if anything, rather the cleaner of the two) 
dwell together in unity; stations like cattle-sheds, star- 
ing, Cyclop fashion, through the huge ungainly clock 
fixed in their front, and turnished with three hands, 
that it may be able to go wrong both by local time and 
by St. Petersburg—such are the overland traveller's 
first impressions of Russia. 

Yet this desolate region is, and has been for genera- 
tions pist, an object of absorbing interest to its posses- 
sors—xn interest not by any means without foundation. 
Ever since its first conquest ‘‘ opened a door into 
Europe,” it is upon this binge that every important 
phase vf Russian history has turned. These dreary 
wastes are one of the great battle grounds of the world, 
and, from the shores of Lake Peipus to the banks of 
the Vistula, every ‘vot of them has been red with blood 
and black with fire. Here Poland and Russia fought 
out their long quarrel through two fierce centuries. 
Here Peter the Great measured himself with Charles of 
Sweden, and learned victory through defeat. Here 
the great overflowing of 1812 came rolling eastward 
with all the pomp and circumstance of war, to ebb six 
months later in ruin, and agony, and death. And 
here, it may be, shall hereafter be fought out a greater 
fight than all—one which the deep, grey, unfataomable 
eyes of Count von Moltke may have read in the Polish 
maps presented to him at St. Petersburg five years ago 
—a duel to the death between the young might of ex- 
panding Russia, and the mature strength of federated 
Germany. 

Nor have these grim experiences been without fruit. 
The lesson of 1812 has left its mark—a mark not to be 
eftaced. Warsaw, Vilna, Smolensk, Borodino, Moscow 
—these are mile-stones which he who runs may read; 
and Russia, mindful of former perils, is now blocking 
up the ‘ Napoleonic thoroughfare” to the best of her 
ability. The openingof the Warsaw-Saint Petersburg 
railway ip 1859 (a measure the value of which was 
sufficiently proved during the fierce short fever of 
rebellion that convulsed Poland four years later) was 
only the first of many precautions. Branch lines were 
spread out, like feelers, to all the principal points; the 
frontier railways were uniformly laid down on such a 
gauge as to render it impossible for any foreign train 
to enter Russia; a large army of occupation was main- 
tained in Poland, at a great sacrifice of life and health; 

the government even went so far as to remove all 
officials of foreign extraction from the frontier lines in 


the end of 1872, oupasing them with native Russians; 
and, meanwhile, the construction of the four great 
fortresses that form the ‘* Polish Quadrilateral,” was 
(and still is) pushed forward with a vigor, significant 
of the vMlue attached to them. 


THE POLISH QUADRILATERAL. 


One glance at the map will suffice to show that War- 
saw occupies ip Poland the place filled by Moscow in 
Russia proper — i, that of acentre from which all 
the local lines of communication radiate. The error 
of assigning this important position to an open and 
unfortifiec town, defended only by a crumbling, ill- 
provided citadel, does not appear (obvious as it might 
seem to us) to have struck the Russians till too late ; 
and, the mischief being done, it remained only to have 
recourse to the antidote of flanking fortresses. The 
fortified camp of Czenstochau, planted like a police- 
man at the doorof Austriaon the Warsaw-Granitza 
railway, watches jealously any possible move from the 
South. Ivangorod, bestriding one of the connecting 
lines, within easy reach of Warsaw itself forms a 
stout support for the tottering centre. Brest-Litovsk, 
farther in the rear, holds with its huge enveinte and 
formidable {éle-du-pont the junction of the four great 
roads leading to Vilna, Warsaw, Smolensk, and Kiev. 
And on the other side of the Quadrilateral, directly 
facing the suspected neighbor beyond the Vistula, 
stands the most formidable sentinel of all. 


THE RUSSIAN GIBRALTAR. 


A little tothe northwest of Warsaw, on the sweep of 

bare moorland which extends from the Polish capital 
to the frontier of Prussia, lies Novce-Georgievsk, a 
weak little provincial town, which few maps conde- 
scend to mark. It is here that, as rapidly as Russia’s 
choicest engineering science and boundless command 
of labor can do the work, the mighty fortress of 
Modlin—the ‘‘ Russian Gibraltar,” whose very name is 
almost uoknown to Western Europe, and of which 
even the Moscow Exhibition of 1872 contained no 
plan—is taking form and substance. The rigid secresy 
observed witb respect toit—no ‘* outsider” being per- 
mitted to come within a hundred yards of the outer 
wall—renders any description of it impossible; but the 
few details which have filtered out, are significant 
enough. When complete, it is to contain eighty 
thousand fighting men, with all their stores and 
matériel, ard to have no non-combatant population 
whatever—to be, in fact, ‘‘all sting.” And it is these 
four fortresses—Modlin, Ivangorod, Czenstochau, 
Brest-Litovsk—which constitute Kussia’s counter-move 
to the terrible gambit of Prince von Bismarck. 
Nor is this formidable vanguard strong merely with 
itsown strength, but with the strength of the whole 
empire. Apart from the branch lines which link to- 
gether the various strongholds of the Quadrilateral, it 
is in direct communication, by numerous routes with 
the great resources which lie bekind it. Brest-Litovsk, 
at the inner angle of the famous redoubt, is united by 
one line (that via Smolensk) to Moscow, itself, and by 
another to Kiev and the vast reservesof the soutn- 
weat. Warsaw itself is connected with the interior by 
more than one great central railway ; and fresh lines 
are now in progress. In a word, Russian Poland, 
which at the time of the Crimean war h»d not a single 
railway, nor even one fortress worthy of the name, is 
now but little inferior in either respect to Lombardy, 
itself. 

Of the forces available for the garrisoning of these 
formidable defences—of the ‘' 873,467 men of all 
arms” borne on the Imperial muster-roll, raised to 
958,743 by the provisions of the new military status 
put forth on the 19th October, 1871, nothing can be 
suid within the limits of the present article. The mere 
humao material of war—the actual chair & canon— 
Russia has always possessed in abundance ; and the 
statistics of the Russian conscription, even apart from 
the ‘*‘ Naradnoe O poltchenié” or levée en masse, would 
require more than one entire paper per se. 

RUSSIA’S DREAD OF GERMANY. 


But, it may be asked, against whum have all these ela- 
borate precautions been taken ? Who isthe enemy that 
haunts the dreams of the House of Romanoff, now that 
Russia has so often reiterated that ‘‘ England and France 
have discovered their mistake, and the Crimean war 
is a blunder which can never be repeated.” The 
answer is uot hard to find. Were both England and 
France swept from the face of the earth, the Cabinet 
of St. Petersburg would still be haunted by the dread 
of Germany. Ever since the Peace of Ilubertsburg, 
one hundred and thirteen years ago, ended the 
abortive attempt of Austria and Russia to strangle 
Prussia in her cradle, the growth of tbe Hohenzollern 
dynasty has been a perpetual eyesore to the watchful 
spectators beyond the Niemen. Plainly there is no 

ace for the Muscovite Haman so long as he sees the 
Preasien Mordecai sitting armed to the teeth at his 
gate. 


**Vestibulum ante ipsum, primisque in faucibus Orci, 
Luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae,” 


With such feelings, it was only natural that Russia 
should watch with secret satisfaction the opening of 
the great struggle of 1870. To have her work done 
for her, to see her enemies prostrated by each other’s 
hands, to sit at her ease behind the nettings, while the 
German Retiarius and the French Secutur darted from 
side to side ef the arena, and stained the sand with 
their blood, this was an agreeable programme enough ; 
and her mental apostrophe to each in turn would 
doubtless have been that of Timon to Alcibiades : 

‘*Make large confusion: and, thy fury spent, 
Confounded be thyself !"’ 

But the event has baffled all her calculations. Both 
combatants, indeed, have been sorely wounded, but 
only one is actually prostrate. The last of the 
Enomotae lies weltering in his blood ; but Othryades 





still stands erect among the slain, ready and willing to 
write ‘‘ Victory” on his shield, and seemingly more 


than half inclined, in default of any other enemy, to 
flesh his sword upon the unsympathetic spectators. 


A STARTLING POLITICAL PARADOX. 

In truth, the present situation of Russia is a startling 
political paradox, paralleled only by that of Englaad 
under Charles II., in 1679, or that of France at the 
Restoration of Louis XVIII. in 1815. The government 
is linked in terms of the closest intimacy with a State 
which is an object of bitter and hereditary enmity to 
the bulk of the nation. In our day, the blind, un- 
reasoning hatred of all foreigners alike, which once 
cheracterized the ordinary Muscovite, has begun to 
yield to the influences of time and civilization. An 
Englishman is tolerably sure of 1 welcome in any part 
of the Empire. A Frenchman, though less popular, 
is usually received with a good grace. An American 
is master of the situation wherever he may choose to 
go. But the German, however useful, however in- 
oftensive, has still an evil savor in the nostrils of every 

rade of Russian nationality, from the ambitious 
fiplomat who sees a Courlander or Hanoverian press 
into the Cabinet before him, to the peasant who rages 
at the thought that, while the son of his German 
neighbor has become a thriving :radesman ora well- 
paid overseer, his own Ivan still remains the same 
dirty, drunken, unprogressive blockhead that his 
father and grandfather were before him. 

It was in illustration of this feeling that Nikolai 
Gogol, the ablest and bitterest exponent of popular 
eee that Russia has ever possessed, introduced 
into the raciest of his famous ‘* Cossack Tales” a pious 
Russian blacksmith, who, being assaulted by the devil, 
reviles the arch-fiend as an ‘‘ accursed German,” griev- 
ously affronting him thereby. Of the thousands who 
have laughed over this splendid exaggeration, few, 
probably, ever dreamed of the deep political truth 
which lurks beneath its seeming extravagance. The 
Teutonic and Slavonian races have been antagonistic 
ever since the day when the Huns fell before the 
Gepidae on the plain of Netad, fourteen centuries ago ; 
and their mutual rancor is as bitter in tne age of 
needle guns and rifled cannon, as it was in that of 
-hows and battle-axes. Behind all the glitter of ‘‘ family 
compacts,” and ‘‘ friendly treatics,” and ‘secret un- 
derstandings,” Jooms the sullen background of that 
dogged national hatred which is so hard to repress, 
and so impossible to eradicate. 

What is to be the actual causa teterrima belli between 
the two great rivals—whether the Baltic Provinces (now 
significantly styled ‘‘the East-German Duchies” by 
more than one Prussian journal) are to form, as many 
assert, the apple of discorc, or whether the grasp laid 
by Prussia on the throat of the Baltic will finally choke 
Russia into resistance, it is for time to show ; but it is 
already abundantly evident that no commonplace 
scruples will stand between Prussia and her purpose 
Silesia, which she seized in 1741, and held against all 
Europe from 1756 to 1763, had belonged to the House 
of Hapsburg for upwards of a century, and was virtu- 
ally as integral a part of the Austrian Empire as 
Moravia or Bohemia. Alsace and Lorraine, which she 
has recently annexed, originally belonged not to the 
‘** Reich,” but to the Duchy of Burgundy, and have 
for two centuries been as thoroughly French as 
Gascony or Languedoc. A few more such conquests, 
and she becomes a kind of hundred-handed Briarcus, 
maintaining a separate grasp upon every Power in her 
vicinity. With her Silesian hand she clutches the 
skirts of Austria ; with her Sleswig-Holstein hand she 
fetters the arms of Denmark ; with her new Alsatian 
hand she keeps a strangling grip on the throat of 
France. With such facts before them, it is little 
wonder if Russian politicians shake their heads omin- 
ously over the map of Europe, or see in their troubled 
dreams a Livonian hand outstretched along the shore 
of the Baltic, pointing the way to St. Petersburg. 

And when the hour of the ‘* ultima ratio” does arrive, 
it needs little foresight to divine which will be the 
conqueror. Prussia has a million of stalwart, intelli- 
gent soldiers, officered by the best generals in the 
world; Russia, a million and a half of lay figures in 
vniform,* with as little idea of individual action as the 
snow-atoms of an avalanche, and officered by men who 
are chiefly remarkable for saying ‘‘good things,” end 
parting their hair nicely inthe midcle. Ina word, 
so far as the Russian army is concerned, 

** Man does but little here below, 
And does that little wrong.” 

All this, however, is still in the future. So long as 
an unwarlike and semi-German ruler sits on the throne 
of all the Russias, there is little fear of a collision: but 
when Alexander Nikolaievitch shall be gathered to his 
fathers, and;a third Alexander, the man of iron will 
and anti-German sympathies shall reign in his stead— 
then, indeed, gui vivra verra. K. 

*In speaking thus, I do not question for a moment the splen- 
did fighting-power of the Russian soldier ; but though he will 


hold his — to the death, he lacks the clear-headed self-re- 
liance of his more intelligent adversaries. 








THERE are conflicting reports as to the sanitary 
condition of the Russian ‘‘ Army of the South :” The 
imes states that according to exact official informa- 
tion, the sanitary condition of the troops assembled in 
Bessarabia and in the province of Podolia is excellent. 
This is in spite of very severe weather which accom- 
panies the mobilization, attributed chiefly to the effi- 
ciency of the means adopted for the preservation of 
the soldiers’ health. Warmclothing, additional allow- 
ances of rations., wine rations, occasionally changed 
for tea, moderate drills and field exercises, military 
promenades, etc., ail have greatly contributed to the 
excellency of the sanitary condition of the troops as- 
sembled in narrow quarters, and during a season of 
the vear most unfavorable for health. In order to 
guide the proper application of these measures, the 
Army Medical Department has iseued spevial instruc- 
tions for the preservation of soldiers’ health, and has 
distributed them largely among the troops of the 
mobilized army. 
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CAMPAIGNING ON THE YELLOWSTONE. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Str: It is my intention in this letter io give a hurried and 
doubtless very imperfect account of the military operations along 
the Yellowstone River since the close of the summer campaign. 
It is known to your readers that in the breaking np of the gum- 
wer campaign, about the beginning of September, and return of 
the large force collected therefor, the 5th Infantry, six com- 
panies.of the 22d, and two companies of the 17th, were selected 
to remain out ‘to hold the Yellowstone country "—to “hut” 
pre tbe for the winter. The month of Tongue River—a con- 
siderable and finely timbered stream emptying into the Yellow- 
stone from the south about 200 miles from its mouth—was de- 
Hp vpon as the site for this cantonment. The whole of the 
Eth and two companies of the 22d Infantry, took position at this 
plgce and speedily commenced the required work, while four 
companies of the 22d and the two companies of the 17th, took 
post at Glendive—a point about midway between Tongue River 
and Fort Buford—for the purpose of escorting supplies coming 
from the latter place. 

' FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE INDIANS. 

It was not until sometime after these operations had been be- 
gun, and were being rapidly pressed forward, that the Indians 
ventured to show themeelves to a military force. Many roving 
parties of citizens had reported having seen Indians, and some of 
the careless had been attacked, two being actuaily killed. About 
the last of September, however, when Geu. Miles was out with 
& small escort to find a more convenient road to Fort Buford, a 
rush was made at his camp bya few young bucks, who succeeded 
in driving ina cary of recruits, but were speedily turned about 
by a second picket which, awaiting their near approach, poured 
a fire upon them such as specdily sent them flying back. All the 
Indians thus far seen, however, had been small partics evidently 
only scouting, raiding, or hunting bands. 


ATTACK ON THE SUPPLY TRAIN. 


From the reports of these parties, Sitting Bull learned with 
alarm of the prospect of a permanent occupation of what he con- 
siders his country, and—as subsequent events show—began now 
to collect forces to break up the transportation of supplies along 
the Yellowstone. To his own Uncapapas were joined the Miu- 
necopjous ynd Sans Arcs, in all about a thousand lodges or fif- 
teen hundred warriors, this pumber being given by the friendly 
Yanktonais, by the Minneconjous, and Sans Arcs, and by Sitting 
Bull’s half breed interpreter. With this force he took up pnsi- 
tion at the head of Cedar Creek—a small stream running from the 
north into the Yellowstone and about midway between Tongue 
River and Giendive. Meantime the supply trains were running 
quietly and uvinterruptedly. The trai left Glendive as usual 
about the middle of October, and was camped with no indica- 
tion of Iodians being about, when a large body of Sioux made 
asudden attack upon the camp and succeeded in carrying off 
about fifty mules, compelling its return to Glendive. Col. Otis, 
in command at that post, immediately took three companies of 
the 22d and two of the 17th Infantry, as escort, and pushed out 
aguin with the train. On the second day out he was assailed 
vigorously by about three hundred Sioux, but deploying his 
companies as skirmishers in front, rear, and on flanks, he drove 
them back while the train pushed steadily on. Repeatedly the 
savages dashed from behind ridges, though unable to shake the 
firm Jine of infantry. Especially were the Indians persistent and 
bold in the rear of ihe train where counter-charges had to be 
resorted to, to force them back. Finding the skirmishers im- 

ervious to euch attacks, the Sioux gathered on hills and from 

opg range poured shuts into the train. Here the smaller Gatling 
guns were tricd and found of two limited range to be of any scr- 
vice, The fire of the Indians was quite wild and had but little 
effect, two ur three slightly wounded being the only casualties. 
Still the Indians, unwilling to abandon the proepect of a rich 
prize, fullowed and annoyed the train all the next day, Col. Otis 
steadily pushing iton. Sitting Bull, finding his band had failed 
in this attemp!, sent in two friendly Indians (who had been sent 
from Standing Rock Agency) tw ask a council with Col. Otis, and 
bad the assurance to further ask for rations and ammunition. A 
letter was also fuund attached to a stick, demanding the cesea- 
tion of supply transportation, and the withdrawal of the troops 
along the Yellowstone, signed “‘S. Bull.” It was evident from 
the comparatively email force here used, that Sitting Bull, instead 
of using his whole force in one grand coup, intended accom- 
— his purpose by frequent and annoying attacks. It is 

nown, too, that he had no idea there was any force at Tongue 
River adequate to punish or diive his band off. That fact was 
s00n to be taught him. 

MARCH OF THE FIFTH INFANTRY. 

The Custer disaster has impressed ail minds with a rather ex- 
agycrated idea of the numb:r, power, and daring of the Sioux 
Indians. ‘This feeling, added to the delay beyond the expected 
time of the supply train, and the fact that Indians had been ecen 
along the way, caused an intense anxiety for its safety to be felt 
at the Tonguc River Cantonment. Gen. Miles, having sent scouts 
out to ascertain the cause of delay and haviny received their re- 
port that they had scen nothiug of it, ordered the 5th Infantry 
to move across the river at once with fourteen days’ supplies, 
leaving the two companies of the 22d to guard the cantonment. 
Everything was soon across, and at 11 o’clock a, Mm. on the 17th 
of October, the long column of the ten companies of the 5th, 
collected together for the first time since the Utah War, stretched 
out its serpentine length along through the ravines leading noith- 
ward frum the Yellowstone. A rapid march of twenty-eizht 
miles that day and night, and eleven the next morning, carried 
the command well upon Custer Creek, where a email party of 
scouts were observed in front, who speedily came up and re- 
ported that four of them had fought twelve Sioux, one of their 
number having becu killed; and toat the train was in sight. The 
train soon followed when the facts already related were learned, 
and the two commands encamped. The next murning each 
pursued its way, the train on to Tongue River and the 5th Infan- 
try to punish those Sioux who had so boldly struck a blow at its 
supply train. 

THE TWO COUNCILS WITH SITTING BULL. 


The command moved along the Glendive road, seeing no indi- 
cations of Indians until the afternoon of the 20th, when two were 
seen coming over a bill bearing a white flag. These were the 
same Indians who had been to Col. Otis, and they stated that 
Sitting Bull wished a council with the commander. Too many 
importact military considerations—such as ascertaining the 
whereabouts, numbers, arms of the band, and the character of 
their hitherto mythical leader, Sitting Bull, etc.--were involved 
in granting this interview, in addition to the humane desire to 
receive the surrender of such as decided to yield, to cause the 
request to be refueed. Gen. Miles decided at once to grant the 
council and £0 notified the flag bearers. Between two und three 
hundred Indians soon appeared over a ridge some six hundred 
yards distant, and drew up in aline. Some difficulty was ex- 
perienced in arranging the preliminaries, owing to the suspicious- 
ness of the Sioux, and the absence of an interpreter, but Lieut. 
Baily, Acting Adjutant, went over to the hostiles with the flag 
hearers, and found with Sitting Bull, a half breed who spoke 
English perfectly. Ali was, after some delay, settled, and Gen. 
Miles with his staff and orderliesiode out to the centre and 
twelve chiefe, dismounted, walked ont in line to meet him. The 
cemmand was drawn up in line on a ridge parallel to that of the 
Sioux, a Rodman gun with a supporting company on one flank, 
and a company cn a hill on the other. A leng consultation 
was then held, some of the chiefs being inclined to yield, but 
Sitting Bull cbstinately demanding the cessation of the pass 
ing of trains und the withdrawal of the troops along the Yel- 
lowstone. The Indians were observed tu be armed with Henry, 
Sharps’, and Spencer rifles, many with carbines, tolerably well 
mounted, and poorly clad. Sitting Bull appeared astern, unyield- 
ing savage, with an intelligent, rather{brutal face, and a powerful 
frame. e was evidently the war chief, speaking but little 
though bearing great authority. The Indians gathered thickly 
around the council circle, coming and going frequently during 
the colloquy. Nothing was ees, however, aud the council 
quietly dissolved with the understanding that it shvuld be re- 
newed the next day. This was done more with the idea of pre- 
venting the Sioux disappearing than of gaining their surrender. 
The Indians quickly withdrew and the command moved back to 
Cedar Creek, rome eight miles distant, where it camped for 
the night. This backward movement was made from the knowl- 
edge Gen. Miles had gained. of its being the nearest water at- 
tainable in the direction of the Indian camp, and to encourage 


their;hope of his withdrawing. Early next morning, Oct. 21, the, 
command took up the march northward, whither the Indians bad 

one the —— day, aud had only proceeded a few miles when 
ndians showed themselves on a high knoll in front. Line of 
battle was sania formed in front, a skirmish line on each 
side of the train, in which order the advance was continued un- 
til the knoll was reached, on which the Sioux had appeared. 
The white flag having again been displayed, the line was haltcd 
along a commanding ridge—a company sent to take possession 
of a second high knoll in front of the first. Here Indians and 
soldiers freely mingled, the former having become reassured by 
the previous council. Sitting Bull still retained his suspicions 
and made difficulties, especially fearing the Rodman gun planted 
on the knull first mentioned. The interview was finally arranged 
to take place on a little recky butte in front of both forces, and 
this time an canary of force was enforced by sending one by 
one soldiers from the command, as Indians would ride up to 
the circle. On reaching the ridge on which the line was halted, 
the main force of the Sioux was beheld for the first time, those 
at the previous council being but a small part. In numbers, they 
certainly appearcd formidable, for all the hills and valleys be- 
yond, even into the dim blue ridges on the horizon limits extended 
the swarming array of warriors. A dark mazs beyond the range 
of distinctive vision clouded a high rise far in front, and in- 
dicated a still greater reserve. Some six hundred warriors onl 
were absolately determinable and took part in the council. 
One thousand lodges have since been learned to have been at 
the time under Sitting Bull and his chiefs. 

The council lasted until the afternoon, many of the more 
tractable chiefs being decidedly disposed io yield, one actually 
offering himself as hostage for his band. These indications of 
yielding, angered the stern old chief, and it has since been 
reported that he said then he was going to kill Gen. Miles, 
and attempted to carry out the threat, but was prevented Ly the 
more tractable chiefs. However this may be, he finally broke 
off from the council in anger, which caused the whole to hur- 
riedly dissolve, the Indians hastily riding off and the whites 
quietly moving back to the command. 


BATTLE OF CEDAR CREEK. 

On the dissolution and failure of the council, the main body of 
the Sioux rode rapidly forward and took pesition on a command- 
ing rise a few miles in our front, but many lingered on the nearer 
knolls and ridges as though waiting to see what next would be 
done. These were soon gratified. Gen. Miles had given a part- 
Ing message to Sitting Bull repeating his demand that he yield 
himse f and followers to the orders of Government, to send his 
reply quickly or he would open with his guns As soon as the 
General reached the front of his regiment, the long wished for 
command “ forward’ was given and responded to with the ut- 
most alacrity. The field for the fight, now evidently before the 
command, wus one of great difficulty to an attacking ferce, a 
series of high ridges, commanding eminences, intersected by 
difficult ravines. The deep ravine of Cedar Creek extending 
along the right, if followed up, turns acrces the front thence 
treading to the front again, sending forward an off shoot per- 

endicular to the right, also bending around across the front. 
The main body of the Sioux were on the high rise beyond this 
creek and between ravines. On the further left was a very 
high ridge commanding the whole field; on the further front, 
a succession of rises gradually increasing in height. On front, 
right, and left also rose high gravelly knolls. The plan of Sitting 
Bull is disclosed by the nature of the ground so admirably 
adapted to Ingian maneuvring. This was to yield in front, and 
then while the troops pressed forward and became entangled in 
the ravines to pour his warriors around the flanks and rear, and 
play his magazine guns upon the disordered mass. 

The command after moving forward in line a few hundred 
yards opened out in beautiful order into skirmishers, and a 
company on each flank was detached to the right and left to 
clear ridges and knolle still crowned by Indians. There were 
but few on the left, whichhastily gave way before Co. A (Major 
Casey’s), but some fifty or sixty had collected on a knoll on the 
right up which Co. K (Capt. Carter's), moved sturdily, and 
though the Indians stood until the company was quite close, 
they finally took to flight. The Sioux were now fairly out- 
flanked by the long wavyline of skirmishers,and compelled to take 
positions directly in front,a state of affairs fatal to Indian maneen- 
viing. In this order, the line entered and passed through the 
firet ravine and up the hill towards the main body of the Indians, 
Co. K (Capt. Carter) on the right; Co. I (Major Lyman), Co. C 
(Capt. Butler), Co. B (Capt. Bennett), and Co. A (Major Casey), 
in the main line; Co. H (Lieut Boursean), Co. G (Lieut. Forbes), 
and Co. E (Lieut. Pape), in reserve; Co. F (Capt. Snyder), sup- 
porting Rodman gun, and Co. D (Lieut. McDonald), rear guard 
uf the train. There had not yet been a shot fired, Gen. Miles 
desiring not to be first to break the late armistice, though the 
advance fuirly ended it. Once already the Rodman bad been un- 
limbered anu sighted on the main body of Sioux, crowded on 
a hill a mile from it, still we magnanimously forbore. As the 
long, undulating line of skirmishers moved up the hill as before 
described, the Sioux commenced their first hostile demonstra- 
tion by riding in rapid circles, hanging over the sides of their 
ponies. They could not stand the stcady, fearless advance, and 
retired sullenly before it. Stil! there was no firing. Some 
Indians were observed firing the prairie; an order to stop which 
caused the first firing. As the Sioux retired from tbe fronta 
number of them speedily took to the ravines and again endeavored 
to gain the flanks and rear in which a few were successful, while 
a greater number took possession of the lofty ridge on the left. 
Scarcely had the first shot echoed from the hills and ravines ere 
a rapid firing began in front and left rear. The latter, Co. E, was 
ordered to clear while Co. H (Lieut. Kousseau), was directed to 
take the lofty hill on the left. The latter movement was beauti- 
fully performed, the little company looking like a slender thread 
as it fearlessly pressed up the almort perpendicular height— 
while the Indians poured a rapid bu: harmless fire over their 
heads. and the key to the field was soon won. Meanwhile the 
main line continued to advance, now pouring a rattling fire on 
the Sioux who, from behind hills, returned it, or dashing 
forward in wild circles and delivering a rapid fire from Henry 
rifles, would fleetly seek cover followed by the shuwers of bullets 
that responded. To add to this exciting scene, the fire started 
by the Sioux soon enveloped the whole front and added its fire 
and flame through which the tide of battic flowed. The rapid 
fire of the breecn-loaders rolled like thunder. Cos. I and K 
paseed through the Indian camp where were stored tons of 
dried meat and quantities of camp utensils. Here the Indians 
made their beet stand, but could not stop the now victorious 
march of the troops, and gave way from the entire front, 
pursued for several wiles. On this part of the field one private 
of Co. I was severely but not fatally wounded. Meanwhile Co. 
E, paving cleared the rear ravines, was left back to guard the 
train, while croesing the second ravine, and the Sioux now 
gathcring on the flanks and rear again asthe line moved forward 
kept up a sharp shooting fire on this company from bebind 
knolls and ridges. Here Sergeant McPhelan, of this company, 
was severely wounded. The Sioux were new routed on all 
sides, and had entirely disappeared, except a few in rear, where 
were the water holes necessary for tbe command. Co. E was 
now directed to clear out these and hold them for the night, 
while the command moved back and encamped on the bigh ridge 
taken by Lieut. Rousseau. It is impossible to determine the 
loss of the Sioux in this engagement, for the reason they fought 
from behind hills chiefly, and could carry off their dead, which 
they invariably do. Six dead bodies were reported seen on the 
field. Their principal loss consisted in the large quantity of 
dricd meat, camp equipage and utensils found in their camp. 

PURSUIT OF THE MINNECONJOUS AND SANS ARCS. 


The next morning, a party of about twenty Sioux madc a dash 
at a straggler, but were driven off by a rapid fire from Co. E. 
The command soon after moved out in skirmish order eastward, 
soon striking a very extensive lodge pole trati, and a 
rapidly forward on this, Sioux constantly seen at a good distance 
on flanks and in rear. ‘hese continually lighted the prairie to 
the windward, snd through the blackened and burning waste 
the command pressed onward, stimulated by these evident 
maneuvres of the Indians to delay the march, and hopeful that 
the Yellowstone, towards which the trail was bending, could not 
be cros#ed before the comand should catch the fugitives. All 
along the line of march were strewn in increasing quantities 
abandoned and dead ponies, Jodge poles and other a hey lost 
in a hasty flight.. Among these appeared articles bearing ‘' 7th 
Cavalry,” marks showing that these same Siowx were part of 
those who slaughtered the gallant Custer and his brave soldiers. 





Toward evening a norther came up and the fire lighted by the 


Sioux came raging through, and sweeping down, the tall 

ass so swiftly that a halt became nosepary to burn ee a ie 
‘in front, when the whole command was enveloped in’ the seeth- 
ing smoke, fiery flames and blackened ruin, the men looking like 
epectres in the weird, shimmering heat, to to which some 
Sioux made a charge on a few scouts, replied to by a fire from 
Co. K, which fight occurring in the wild, ‘weird ecene formed a 
grand spectacle of savage warfare. The next day not an Indian 
was to be seen as.the command hastened on. The order of march 
was now changed to one which will commend itself te a mili- 
tary mind. A grand hollow equare of skirmishers was formed, 
four companies on the front line, two-on the sides, two in 
reserve held opposite the rear of the square eo that by forming 
line to the right and left and deploying, the sides are extended ; 
one company in rear of the train which is partly within the 
square, one with the Rodman gun. Such a line nke Ferte can 
be bent in any direction without disorder and without any 
change of order, and cannot be broken by any irregular cavalry. 
Such a formation presented a magaifcent and formidab’ 
pictues as it swept over the prairies. The pureuit of the retreat- 
ng Sioux wae vigorously pressed to the Yellowstone, only to 
find they had crossed a little before the command reached it. 
The next day,a party of a dozen Indians were seen at their 
place of went and were pursued tothe hills by a party of 
scouts where a skirmieh took place. The Indians retreated, but 
whirlea round and made a furious dash at a herder who had 
gone out to kill some stray ponics. It was an exciting ecenc, the 
man urging his. mule for dear life, chused by a dozen Indiane, 
scouts charging to eave him and infantry aleo madly rushing for 
the same purpose. Just then the Rodman thundered forth, the 
shell Hgbtng ust in frovt of the Sioux, who turned about and 
dashed as wildly for the hills as they had toward the herder. 

SURRENDER OF THE MINNECONJOUS AND SAAS ARCB. 

The above related skirmish occurred Oct. 2ith, and was the 
last affair with these Indian», and thus in seven days the com- 
mand had broken the prestige of Sitting Bull, had beaten the 
formidable body of warriors he had collected tu prey upon the 
line of supply, had cut it into fragments and pursued the main 
aay acruss the Yellowstone, deprived the whole of 
a large part of the winter eupply and a_ quantity 
of much needed robes, utensils, etc. To render 
all these losees irreparable it was neceesary to con- 
tinue the pursuit. The remaining rations were, however, wholly 
inadequate for the purpose, and muet be replenished. The 
command had now reached a point only twenty-four miles from 
Glendive, one depot of supply. Indisns were etill seen hovering 
around the camp on the opposite side of the river. These were 
evidently watching with intense anxiety to ece whether the 
command would cross. A proposition was made to these that 
a council be held the next day, to which they eagerly consented. 
That night the train started in to Glendive for eupplies. The 
council was h@ld, these Sioux being gouty subdued by the pre- 
ceding events, although their demands were still such as could 
not be entertained; w me het promise anything but unwilling to 
give pledges. The council broke up uneat.sfactorily, the Indians 
agreeing to return the next day. The supply train returned 
early the next’ morning with twenty days’ eupplies and every 
thing was in readiness tor a renewal of the pnreuit. The Sioux 
chiefs returned:and the council again vpened. Red Skirt (pro- 
minent in the Red Vlond council a few years ay:o), Bail Eagle and 
Sma!) Bear were the representative chiefs, and had been eminent 
in the Sitting Bull conncil circle. Red Skirt opeued by a long 
speech saying that his Indians were going into the agency, that 
they were poorly clad, ponies worn down, hungry, that ‘hey did 
not want to fight any more but wanted to hunt buffalo, wanted 
the troops n@.. to cross the Yellowstone, not to follow his peo- 
ple, that his young men would not like it, wanted the troops to 
return to the Tongue River poet. In fact his wants were quite 
numerous. The others followed in the rame strain, the apparent 
burden of the whole being that they were in a very bad condi- 
tion and unable to endure further pursuit, earnestly desired 
peace. They were told in reply that euch talk would not do and 
must cease; it was endeavored to be impreesed »pon them that 
such would do for victor but scarcely for vanquished; it was con- 
veyed to them that U. 8. troops were in the habit of going 
whithersoever the Government ordered, however eadly it might 
interfere with the incliration of their young men; it was ex- 
plained to them that if they desired peace it could only be 
obtained by complying with th» orders of the Government. 
They were finally told that abundant supplies for pursuit had 
just arrived, and in case they refused such terms as were offered, 
they would be immediately followed. AJ] this was kindly but 
emphatically explained to them, and the effect war instantaneous. 
‘Their talk altered at once, and showed they were — endeavor- 
ing to get the beet terms possible, baving made up their minds 
to surrender. These terms were quite liberal, viz., that they 
go into their agency and there submit to the orders of the 
Government; that they deliver up to be sent around by Fort 
Buford and St. Paul five of their chiefs or head men as hostages, 
and as they were quite destitute sufficient rations were to be 
furnished them to take them in. Theee terms were rpeedily 
agreed to; Red Skirt himeelf being one of the hostages, and 
Bnll Eagle and Small Bear promising to take the triber in. In 
this surrender were incluccd over #ix hundred lodges, comprir- 
ing all the hostile Minneconjous and Sans Arcs exccpt Gall’s (or 
Yellowliver's) band of twenty lodges. These Sioux were bitter 
against Sitting Bnl), seewed desirous of having him capture, 
told that he had broken off with his own (about fifty) lodges anu 
gone Nortb. The next day, Oct. 27th, the chiefe were surrenderet , 
the rations given, the fo: mer sent nuder guard to Gen, Terry at 
St. Paul, where the two parties separated, the Indians for their 
ppency and the 5th Infantry tor new operations against Sitting 

ull. 





RFSULTS OF THE TEN DAY'S OPERATIONS. 


The results which thus far had been reaped from these ten 
days’ operations were certainly quite remarkable. A formidable 
band of Indians which had been gathered and planted upon the 
line of supply had first been beaten in their attempt to capture 
the supply train, then beaten in battle, broken up and the frag- 
ments sent flying North and South. The larger portion had 
been pursued, driven over the Yellowstone and then compelled 
to surrender to the number of over six hundged lodges. Their 
chief, who bad been heretofore all powerful, had lost his prestige 
and influence, and been forced tu fly with a few lodges only, 
adbering to his fallen fortunes. A large number of hosule 
Iodians had thus been taken out of the field, and the command 
accomplishing thir, was now free to pursue the remaining frag- 
Iaent, Ope of the chief reasons for the terms of surrender 
chosen. Besides all thie, a large part of the much needed su 
plies had been ey many ponies taken, and considerable 
camp equipage. Other important resulte will be seen in the next 
campaign which immediately ensued, but must be reserved for 
arother letter, this being already too Jong. ee és 








WE have received copies of the resolutions passed by 
the New York Commandery of the Military Order of 
the Loyal Legion on the ist of November last, with 
reference to the death of Rear-Admiral Alex. M. 
Pennock, on the 6th of December last; with reference 
to the death of Brevet Major-General Geo. A. Caster; 
and on the 3d of January, 1877, with reference to the 
death of Captain Jas. W. Johnson, late captain of 
volunteers. Of Admiral Pennock the Order says: 

Resolved, That his long, active and honorable career in the 
service of his country, bas justly won for him the respect and 
consideration of his countrymen, and nore particularly of his 
comrades of this Order, and \hat his example and history shonid 
be cherished and remembered, and commended to his remaining 
associates as an object of study and einulafion. 

And of General Custer they say: 


Though poung in years and in the Companionship of this 
Order, be fills a splendid chapter in his country’s history, and 
will live in the memory of his associates here, as one of the raost 
illustrious of our comrades We held him in perfect esteem as 
our Companion living, we enshrine him now in our hearts and 
in the annals of our Order, as one of the Nation’s heroic dead. 








ADMIRAL VALLE-RiestTRA, of the Peruvian Navy, 
died Jan. 4. 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


SHOOTING BY ENGLISH VOLUNTEERS AND OUR 
NATIONAL GUARD. 

Tux report given in last weck’s Jounnat in regard io the 
26th Kent (Royal Arsenal) Rifles is important as affording 
an opportunity for comparing the results of the shooting 
of the “crack” English volunteers with the recently an- 
nounced figure of merit of the various organizations of the 
National Guard of the State of New York. 

The 26th Kent consists of 559 officers and men, of whom 

502 were reported as shooting. Of these but 14, or 23-5 
per cent., appear to have remaiued in the third class; but 
255, or 50 per cent., in the second class ; 188, or 37 per 
cent., in the first class; of which 98, or 19 per cent., be- 
came marksmen. The 12th regiment, of New York city, 
which stands first in the order of merit N. G., 8. N. Y., is 
reported as inspecting 328 men, the aggregate present for 
practice upon all occasions being 455. Their serious prac- 
tice left them with 88 third class shots, or 26 per cent. ; 89 
second class shots, or 27 per cent. ; 151 first class shots, or 
46 per cent.; 61 marksmen, or 181-2 per cent. It will 
thus be seen that while the percentages of marksmen are 
almost identical, the 12th have 12 per cent. more first class 
shots than the 26th Keut, but that the latter show a great 
superiority in the lower classes, having 23 per cent. less 
third class shots and 23 per cent. more second class. This 
comparison affords another example of what has been fre- 
quently reiterited by the JournaL, that the improvement 
which is to be desired in rifle practice is to be obtained by 
the systematic irstruction of the entire rank and file, so 
that all will shoot fairly. 

The 12th regiment is justly commended by the General 
Inspector of Rifle Practice to be the first infantry organi- 
zation having more first class than third chss shots, the 
Washington Grays being the first cavalry troop showing 
similar improvement. It_is to be hoped that their example’ 
will be followed and that the day is not far distant when 
the majority of the New York regiments will be able to 
show as small a percentage of third class shots as the 26th 
Kent. 

A recent article in the Jimes of India, is also worthy of 
consideration as showing what figure of merit should be 
considered as constituting perfection. It states that in 
Bengal the annual course of 18 British infantry corps (reg- 
ulars) shows a figure of merit of 79.56, there being 395 
marksmen out of 2,116 soldiers, or 18 percent. In 
Bombay there were but 193 out of 1,523. The figure of 
merit of the three best regiments were respectively 98.92, 
95.06 and 93.67, the lowest being 56.23. The 29th Punjaub 
Native Infantry achieved tho startling figure of merit of 
127.18, and the 5th 119.71, thus surpassing the regular 
British troops. 

The National Guard of New York have made great 
Progress this year. The increase over 1875 (350 per cent.) 
in the number qualifying in the second class, reflects great 
credit upon them. but the preceding figures show that 
they have yet much to accomplish. The weak spot is the 
number who fail to qualify in the third class and remain 
“duffers.” This may be ascribed almost entirely to the 
failure of company officers to avail themselves of the drill 
season to instruct them in “aiming” and “ position” 
drill, and should be remedied. If the division and brigade 
commanders will insist upon regimental commanders re- 
quiring their company officers to make themselves familiar 
with the necessary portions of Wingate’s Manual, and to 
drill their men thoroughly in the elementary portions of 
rifle practice, as has been required in the 1st Brigade, they 
would soon find the members of their third class shots 
rapidly diminishing, and their figure of merit increasing. 
At the same time the fact that the second year of sys- 
tematic instruction in rifle practice has enabled the or- 
ganizations of the National Guard, without previous expe- 
rience or trained instructors, to acquire a skill which 
compares 80 favorably with that ot troops who have had 
years of experience and officers drawn from the Hythe 
School of Musketry, reflects credit upon themselves and 
their officers, and constitutes an example which should be 
tollowed not only by the National Guard of other States but 
by the Regular Army. 











Service Rirte Practice.—We commend to the attention 
of rifle instructors and inspectors of rifle practice a con 
sideration of the idea suggested by Broad Arrow’s account 
of # certain plan of “service practice” in India. It way be 
early in the day for citizen soldiers to take up this branch 
of instruction, but it will be necessary later on, and regi- 
mental and brigade commanders of the National Guard 
might just as well anticipate and prepare themselves as to 
ignore such a condition of things, because it happens to be 
originated in s foreign country. With regular troops it 
should be a part of the regular drill; and may go 
hand-in-hand with the usual practice at the range and 
stationary targets. 


forward. To make good practice under these conditions is 
a very different matter to running up a high score at the 
rifle range, and this latter is all that the present instruction 
in musketry es a man to do. We are, therefore, 
~~ to hear that the commander-in-chief in India, 
following out an idea originated by his predecessor, has 
directed that in future, “‘ field firing” shall form a regular 
part of the regular musketry course. In this “field firing” 
the men are to be systematically practised in firing under 
circumsvances as closely Fy’ resembling those of 
actual warfare. Dummies will be set up to represent the 
defender, the men will be extended in the regular order ot 
attack, and will advance firing, gaining ground by rushes, 
as they would were the enemy real, and availing themselves 
of all cover that pong present itself. The damage, both 
material and moral, which in real work would be caused by 
the fire of the adversary cannot, of course, be imitated ; 
but, nevertheless, there can be no doubt that field firing 
carried on in the manner prescribed in Sir F. Haines’s 
order will prove a valuable supplement to the present 
course of musketry instruction. 


NEW YORE. 


Seventa Reoiment.—About fifty members of the 7th 
went over to Brooklyn from New York to make a social call 
on Capt. Ferry (formerly of the regiment, but who is now 
a captain of the 23d), and see how he had prospered since 
leaving the 7th. Among the number we noticed Capt. C. 
A. Pollard, Co. C, 7th regiment, and Capt. C. F. Robbins, 
Inspector of Rifle Practice. They proceeded to the armory 
where Capt. Ferry was drilling his company (C), of the 23d. 
After the drill was over, Capt. Ferry invited his triends to 
his house, where a fine collation was spread, and where all 
epjoyed a pleasant evening. As they departed all unani- 
mousiy declared that what was the Seventh’s loss was surely 
the Twenty-third’s gain. 

Colonel Clark has issued the following (G. O. 1): 

The several companies of this regiment will assemble for drill 
in the school of the battalion: Cos, B and I, Thursday, Feb. 15; 
D and G, Monday, Feb. 19; C and K, Wednesday, Feb. 21; A and 
H, Friday, Feb. 23; E and F, Tuesday, Feb. 27. The lieutenant- 


uniformity and strict compliance with t 
will also act as chairman of the rd of Examination to con- 
sider and decide upon the qualifications of all members elected 
as non-commissioned officers. ist Lieut. John J. Behringer, 
transferred from G to A, vice Hayden, protaoted (with original 
rank); 2d Lieut. C. Graham Bacon, appointed adjutant, vice 
Fitzgerald, promoted (rank Jan. 2, 1877); “ergt. Charles F. 
Thompson, elected second lieutenant I. vice Bacon (rank Jan. 8, 
1877); and Sergt. E. Graham Haight, elected first lieutenant G, 
vice Behringer, transferred (rank Jan. 12, 1877). 

The following non-commissioned officers have passed the 
Board of Examination and received their warrante: 1st Sergean'!s 
—W. E. Hatfield, J. E. Ware, G. W. Gibson, W. Storer, E. B. 
Bensel, W. Kubbe; Sergeants—E. J. Selover, a Freeman, J. 
. B. Edgar, W. H. Quick. F. Pawling, B. J. Smith, W. A. Hamp- 
ton, Jr., BE. H. Sanford, W. E. Starr, W. H. Lane, W. Robison, 


8. 8S. Vanderhoef, Jr., J. Chalmers, M. 
A. G. Hamilton, Jr., W. G. Schuyler. J. W. Wenman. E. McCov, 
M. F. Piant, H. P. Carrington, J. Gillies, L. B. Bell, C. R. 
Willetts, G. G. Cowl, G. W. Munson, C. E. Perkins, H. Major, E. 
H. Crosby, G. A. Weber. E. W. Ketcham, W. B. Leonard, R. 
Olyphant, 8. C. Martine, E. 8. Lentilhon, J. W. Gardiner, K. B. 
Lane, L. 8. Allien, L. King, G. B. De Forest. 

The attention of commvendants is called to the importance of 


their res 
vate J. L. Davis having been expelled by Co. D, and Private 
Henry A. Yung by Co. E, the action is confirmed. The attention 


of officers ana members of this regiment is called to Section 254, 
of the Military Code, as recently amended, by which any mem- 
ber is enti:led to apply for his discharge at the expiration of the 
term of his enlistment, and which provides that ‘* the command- 
ant of the regiment shail nt him a full discharge from the 
service at the expiration of three months from the date of the 


duty until honorably discharged. 


Ninta Reomment.—Company drills are well attended in 
numbers, with a very appaient improvement over last year’s 
drill, especially in the manual of arms. Compapies D 
I, G and F are particularly so, and scores of visitors atten 
their company drills. Company I have just presented nine 
regimental —— to members of their company, the reci- 
pients having been present at every drill, roll call, parade 
and meeting of the company, for the past two years, thus 
setting an example for punctuality that is creditable to 
them. Company D will shortly nresent several also. Com- 
pany A, Capt. Cottman, will visit Buffalo next July, and 
stop at Niagara on the way. They are promised a fine 
reception by the military of Buffalo. The new uniforms for 
the band will be ready for the coming spring. The regi- 
ment talk of giving a grand reception in April (compli- 
mentary). The third concert and hop for the band fund 
will come off on the 20th inst. Several of the companies 


1 
t 


to the wing drills. 


talion drill of the season Wednesday evening, February 7, 
at the N. Y. State Arsenal. 


The assembly sounded at a quarter past eight and the line 


phy, who is an ofticer evidently well up in the duties of the 
position. The line was formed and the regiment presented 
to the Colonel very promptly. The Colonel, after a brief 
exercise in the manual, set the regiment in motion, and, 
— it through various battalion movements for forty- 
ve minutes, then ordered commandants of companies to 
reduce from sixteen to twelve files front. This was done by 
throwing out the recruits and those who had the least ex- 
perience in battalion movements. With the cempanies 
thus reduced there was plenty of room for the drill. The 
——e are some of the movements executed: Regi- 
meotal front, fours left about, guide centre—this was re- 
ted several times, and was remarkably well executed, 
ringing down round after round of applause from the 
five hundred ladies and gentlemen who were seated the en- 
tire — of the drill room—right into line wheel left 
companies on the right into line, right of companies to the 
rear into column, lett into line wheel double column fours 
left and right, change direction by the left flank, left into 





Broad Arrow remarks: It has long been recognized that 
the present couree of musketry instruction in the English 
army, although excellent as far as it goes, is not sufficient! 
extended to meet the requirements of modern warfare. It 
teaches a man tu shoot well when everything is in his favor, 
but it does not adequately train the soldier in firing under 
disadvantageous circumstances. And naturally in actual 
= in the —- is — that a man should be able to 
make gooa practice, even when everything is inst him. 
The object at which he has to fire pos be, like the target ai 
the butts, stationary ; but it will rarely present so distinctly 
visible a mark. The soldier will have to firein all manner 
of uncomfortable attitudes, hiding may be behind a bank, 
or huddled up in a ditch ; and, if attacking, he will be sure 
to be more or less flurried and out of breath with rushi 


ng 


line wheel, double column fours left and right, deploy col- 
umn fours right and left, on the first division deploy col- 
umn, by divisions right fours, fours right. e step 

throughout all these movements was good. Two compz- 
| nies, the 3d and 6th, were commanded by second lieuten- 
jants The carriage uf the men and general military bear- 
| ing was not of the highest order, a matter which adds so 
; much to the appearance of a regiment oa drill or parade. 
| This one item of strict military appearance should be at- 

ended to, and the men fully instructed and impressed with 
its imrortance; as, for instance—head up, eyes and face 
to the front, body erect, with shoulders equally raised and 
well thrown back, with the step prompt and elastic. Swing- 
ing of the hands and arms was not eae | noticeable ; 

6 


Cc 
surgeon ; Henry Nahe, Jr., quartermaster ; John Neger, 
commissary ; Charles Vorgan 
Private Henry Knoop, of Co. 


qd | and fines, Privates W. R. Haviland \D), 
Kerr (A), Jan. 8, 1877. 


Conan 
past nine, w 

eleven. 
white and blue bunting and brilliantly illuminated, and, 
with a large and fashionable audience, presented a scene 
which would tempt even our Pilgrim fathers and mothers 
to commit the awful sin of tripping the light fantastic toe. 
The promenade concerts of the 23d regiment have from the 
first been, financially and wsthetica 


H 
need a thorough drill from the beginning. This regiment 
and the 32d occupy the same armory together with the 
Separate Troop Cavalry and Battery B, which crowds them 
7 
Ww 


tics, but an excess of this movement wil! never add any- 
thing to the ap ce of a regiment. The officers 
of this regiment, for the most part, seem to be well drilled 
and prompt in their duties, and this regiment, under so 
favorable circumstances, has every reason to rank high. 
Colpnel Denny, Chief of Staff to General Ward, First Brig- 
ade Major Clark, and Captain Butler, of same staff, were 
present, the two latter being detailed to inspect the drill- 
ing and make a written report to Heudquarters—this is the 
rule in this brigade at every battalion drill, two staff offi. 
cers are detailed to report on the same. We also noticed 
Capt. Abrams of G Co., Lieut. Andrews, H Co., and Lieut. 
Appleton, F Co., of the 7th regiment, present, who watched 
the drilling with much interest. The floor of the drill- 
room presented an appearance which would indicate that a 
battle had been fought, in which the contending parties 
were com d of newsboys, as papers were thoroughly 
ecattered all over the room. We dou’t know whose fault it 
was, but it certainly added nothing to the military tidiness 
of the place. 


THIRrty-sECOND Recmment.—On Friday evening, Jan. 2, 
the right wing of the 32d regiment, consisting of Compa- 
nies B, F, G and D, and commanded respectively by Capts. 
Kissel Waage, Bentenhaneer and First Lieut. Schmidt, 
opened the series of battalion drills. At 8.15 Adjutant 
Fred Karcher equalized them into twelve full files each. 
Line was formed promptly, and the command turned over 
to Col. John Rueger, who drilled them in the first parts of 
the School of the Battalion. It was avery satisfactory drill. 
Col. Rueger handled the battalion in excellent style, and 
was ably assisted by Lieut.-Col. Bousert. The men are as 
anxious to learn as the commander is to instruct. Col. 
Rueger having received his commission has appointed the 
following staff: Brevet Maj. Fred J. Karcher, adjutant ; Dr. 
. F. Adolph Orth, surgeon; Dr. H. Hardrich, assistant 


, inspector of rifle practice. 
F has been appointed bugler. 
Co. F. elected for the ensuing year: Capt. Chas. Waage, 


president ; Lieut. S. R. Blusmcke, vice-president ; Sergt. 
colonel is hereby charged with the duty of supervising drills in| Chas. Becker, secretary, and Joseph Lanfarth, treasurer. 
the school of the company, with the special object of securing | January 3, Lieut. 
he prescribed tactics. He | meier, Capt. Christopher Lutz, and First Lieut. 8. R 
Bluemcke received their commissions. 
Feist, of Co. D, has been detailed for clerical duty at head- 
quarters. Capt. Finkelmeier, of Co. O, having- been pro- 
moved, Lieut. Louis Goldman has assumed command of the 
company. 


-Col. Louis Boasert, Major Louis Finkel- 
Private Jacob G. 


He will no doubt be elected captain. 


TWENTY-THIRD Recment.—The field and company offi- 


cers, non-commissioned staff, sergeants, and twelve files 
from each company will assemble at the armory, in fatigue 
uniform, at 8 p.M., for battalion drill, Friday, Feb. 9; 
Thursday, Feb. 15; Wednesday, Feb. 21; Thursday, March 
8; Wednesday, March 14. Company officers will assemble 
at regimental headquarters, in citizen’s dress, with fatigue 
H. C. Tucker, J. E. Schermerhorn; Corporals—V. W. Voorhees, | cap, Feb. 5, at 8 Pp. M.; non-commissioned officers, in citi- 
. Scriven, J. J. McKenna, | zen’s dress and fatigue cap, 
mandants of companies wll, rs, i 
their commands thoroughly, at least one evening in each 
month, in rifle practice, according to Winyate’s Manual, 
under the supervision of Capt. Burton, I. R. P. 


same evening, at 7.30. Com- 
until further orders, instruct 


Commissions.—Alfred C. Barnes, major, Oct. 23, 1876; 


Harris K. Smith, captain, Nov. 20, 1876; Robert H. Havi- 
thoroughly instructing the non-commissioned officers elect of | land, first lieutenant, Nov. 20, 1876; Albert Wilkinson, 
tive companies previous to their examination. Pri- | second lieutenant, Nov. 20, 1876. 


Warranis.—The following non-commissioned officers 


having passed satisfactory examination, warrants have been 
issued to them: E. DeForest, first sergeant (C); F. Mor- 
gap, sergeant (C); G. Back v 
ard, first sergeant (A); W. L. Candee, sergeant (C) ; F. 
H. Sherwood, corporal (C). 


h 


oure, corporal (C) ; C. How- 


Changes of Details.—Alfred D. Beeken (E), detailed as 


application.” Oftcers and members are liable and are held to| right general guide ; E. Lynes (A), detailed as left general 
guide. 


Expulsions.—Private J. E. Spencer (E) for ** disobedience 


of orders, and disrespectful and insubordinate conduct.” 
For continued neglect of duty and non-payment of dues 


ec. 21, 1876; M. 
The 23d regiment gave their third band concert of the 


sixth season on Saturday evening, Feb. 3, at their armory 


n Clermont avenue, near Myrtle. Part first. Concert by 
he 23d regiment full band, Signor L. Conterno, leader. 
at 8 o’clock part first was concluded at half- 
en dancing began and was kept up until past 
he armory was handsomely decorated with red, 


“b 


very successful. 


de 


intend entertaining their friends, and Company D intend - , 
wo distribute bouauets to their lady friends. Division drills oa ne ne * 3 yom b Ng me 
in this command will commence next month, preparatory | ¥4"4, Losp.-Gen. of the State ; Col. Ward, Lieut.-Col. Part- 


ridge, Major A. C. Barnes, of the 23d ; Col. L. R. Stegman, 
under sheriff of Kings County, together with the following 
TweLrrH Reormment.—This regiment held its third bat-| very efficient committee of arrangements: Capt. A. H. 
Williams (G), chairman; Lient. Wm. M. Moore (K), Lieut. 
The command comprised eight | Geo. Pettit (F), Lieut. Allen (A), Lieut. Haviland (C). 
companies of sixteen files each, Colonel John Ward in com- | Sergt. Robert Glidden and twelve men of Co. E were the 
mand, assisted by Lieut.-Colonel Cruger and Major Wilson. | floor committee at this concert. C 
semi-monthly. The next one will be given on Saturday 
was formed at 8:40, under the direction of Adjutant Mur- | evening, Feb. 17. 


These concerts are held 


TWENTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT.—The resignations of Colonel 


Joseph Burger and Major Anthony Wills, a correspondent 
says, “ having been acvepted, electioneering for vacanci:s 
has commenced. However, if the twenty-eighth continues 
to travel on the road to destruction there will be no neces- 
sity of filling these positions. 
Obernier as colonel, and Capts. Wm. Heerdt, Jr., and Hen- 
r 
t 


With Lieut.-Col. Fred. W. 


Ostermann as lieutenant-colonel and major, respectively, 
c. regiment might revive itself. Capt. Geo. Giehl, of Co. 
, is a good officer and might be in the field. The men 


reat deal. It is rumored that one of these organizations 
apply for a new armory.” 


“In re” Lizut. Stsvenson.—The following statement has 


been furnished us by a prominent officer of the National Guard 
not of the 2d Division : On or about July 14, 1876, Major Syme, 
then tempvraril 
charges against 


in command of the 13th regiment, preferred 
ieut. Stevenson, of Company I, 13th regiment, 
as follows: 
Charge I. Disobedience of orders. 
Charge If. Couduct unbecoming an officer and gentleman. 
Specifications—1. Using insulting and abusive words to Capt. S. 
B. Parker, regimental inspector of rifle practice 13th regiment ; 
2. While Lieut. Stevenson ee of the officers of the guard 
he was wey and abusive in™his actions and language to the 
acting Brigade Inepector of Rifle Practice, Capt. P. J. Kelly; 3. 
That Lieut. Stevenson “ did, while on daty and in his uniform, 
become and was drunk and intoxicated,’ etc. All of this at 
Creedmoor June 30, 1876. 

Lieut Stevenson was immediately placed under arrest, and by 
S. O. 11, under date of August 9, 1876, from headquarters 5th 
Brigade, a court-martial was erdered to convene Auguet 22, 1876, 





this may be allowed to a certain extent by the pregent tac- 


to try these charges. Detail for the court: Major Wills of the 
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28th regiment; Capt. Fagan, of the 14th regiment; Lieut. Dillont, 
of the 13th regiment. Capt. J. H. Storey was relieved, and Maj. 
Wm. M. Ivins appointed J. A. in his stead. Neither of these 
orders were ever ra er in form. 

The members of the court met Augvat 22, 1876, and Col. Wm. 
H. King, counsel for the accused, then objected to the jurisdic- 
tion of the court for the following reasons: 1. That the defend- 
ant had resigned a long time prior to the arrest and the preferring 
of thecharges. 2. The order was not issued and served ten days 
before the day upon which the court was therein airected to 
convene. 3. The names of all the members constituting the 
court were not served upon the defendant ten days before hold- 
ing the court. 4. The copy of the charges and specifications had 
not been served upon the accused. 5. The court was illegally 
constituted, one member thereof (Lieut. J. F. Dillont) being of 
less rank than the accused. After a lengthy argument the court 
failed to sustain the objection. Lieut. Dillont was challenged 
by defence for the following reasons: 1. That he, Lieut. Dillont, 
was of lers rank than the defendant, and therefore ineligible to 
try him. 2. That he had formed an opinion as tothe guilt or 
innocence of the accused. 3. That he wus biased against the 


defendant. 4. That he had expresed an opinion as to the guilt 
of defendant. 5. That he might be needed as a witness in the 
proceedings. After argument the challenge was held good, and 


the court consequently adjourned. 

For months after, nothing was done, although repeated re- 
quests were made by the accused, Capt. Cochenu, and the mem- 
bers of Co. I, to bring the matter on, and have it closed. 

On the 14th day of November, 1876, a copy of the same charges 
were again served on Lieut. Stevenson and a new court appointed. 
On the 18th of November, 1876, Lieut. Stevenson was releaged 
from arrest under the first order issued in July and immedi- 
ately thereafter, and upon the same evening, by 8. O. Ne. 68 
from headquarters 13th regiment, under dute of November 18, 
1876, he was again placed in arrest. On the 22d or 23d of Nov., 
1876, acopy of the same charges as were twice before preferred 
were served upon him; and on the 25th of November, 1876, S. O. 
23 from headquarters 5th Brigade, convening a court to try 
the case on December, 12, 1876, was issued, but upon 
being informed that the order had not been officially 
signed and promulgated, a second Special Order, No. 23, 
uuder date of November 25, 1876, purporting to be from the 
headquarters 5th Brigade, but ang = as appears by the paper 
upou which the order was written, issued by the “Mutual Gas 
Light Company, No. 204 Montague street (Continental Building), 
Brooklyn,” was issued convening a court to try Lieut. Stevenson 
on December 12, 1876, the detail for the court being: Major 
Wills, 21st regiment: Capt. Fagan, 14th regiment; Capt. Denison, 
14th regiment. Major Ivins, judge-udvocate. The court met 
pursuant to the order, and adjourned to December 27, 1876. 

It was then stated that as the order had not been jroperly 
issued and signed that a trial thereunder would be useless, and 
immediately thereafter an order was issued at the request of 
Col. Briggs by the adjutant-general, requesting Lieut. Stevenson 
to appear before the State Military . oor Board, consisting 
of Gen. Woodward, Cols. Rodney C. Ward and Scott, on Decem- 
ber 20, 1876. At the Examining Board, Lieut. Stevenson stated 
that he was under arrest; that charges had been preferred against 
him, a court-martial had been ordered to try him; had met and 
adjourned to December 27, 1876, to proceed with the trial; and 
objected to the board proceeding with the examination until 
after a hearing before and a decision by the court-martial. His 
objection having been overruled, he requested the board, in 
as much as the charges were serious ones and affected his posi- 
tion in business and society, to delay action until his trial had 
been concluded, which request was net granted; and the examin- 
ation being had the board reported that his commission should 
be vacated, which report was immediately forwarded to Albany, 
and approved by the Commander-in-Chief and his commission 
vacated by S. VU. 175 from Adjutant-General’s Office, and the 
court-martial by 8. O. 24, under date of December 27, 1876, from 
headquarters 5th Brigade, dissolved. 

On the evening of December 20, 1876, Co. I, to which Lieut. 
Stevenson was attached, met (fifty members being present), and 
forty-seven of the members thereof, together with the officers, 
signed a petition to the Commander-in-Chief to delay his ap- 
proval of the recommendation of the Examining Board until the 
officer could be tried, and a decision in his case rendered, but 
their request was not granted. They also by subsequent resolu- 
tions refused to support Colonel Briggs in his action in the 
matter. 

Upon a thorongh investigation of the law applicable to the 
State Military Examining Board, it appears to our correspondent 
that the board was illegally constituted, for several reasons, one 
of which being that neither of the officers constituting the board 
were of equal rank with the person to be examined, the code re- 
quiring at least twoto be of equal rank. There are other and 
serious objections made by the board itself, but it is not advis- 
able to speak of them until the matter is brought into court, as 
it is now intended to do, the members of the company and some 
of the officers of the regiment desiring such action taken, as also 
others who believe the lieutenant has been unjustly, illegally 
and harshly dealt with. 


Forty-E1GHTH ReGiment.—Company A, of this regiment, 
entertained their friends with a concert and parade at their 
armory in Oswego on the evening of Feb. 2, according to 
the Oswego Times. Among the decorations of the room 
was a black board which *‘ contained an amusing sketch of 
the late events at Creedmoor, in which the 7th regiment 
figured.” After the parade, Lieut.-Col. Manning, I. R. P. 
of the 6th Division, presented the Nevada Badge and other 
prizes in an address, in which he made some allusions to 
the National Rifle Association not in the best possible taste. 
He said on this point: 

The narrow-minded, and unsoldier-like spirit which prompted 
thechalienge, and the manner in which it was maintained by the 
Nationa! Rifle Aesociation, were both unworthy the sources from 
which they emanated. It may be asource of some satisfaction 
for you to know that there is not a single unprejudiced person 
who does not condemn in the most unmeasured terms, the action 
of the National Association. I feel certain, that you must take 
more pleasure in realizing your ability to win the prizes than the 
parties having possession, who know by what a doubtfol title 
they holdthem. That highly attenuated —— who challenged 
your score, have lost much of their prestige, by their action in 
this matter. 

The words of praise he bestowed upon Company A for 
the prizes yielded them, was fully deserved. No one will 
question the skill which they have ac uired by constant 
practice on “a range at their very doors,” as Lieut. Herron 
said in reply to Col. Manning. They have won thirty-one 

rizes, which is a record unprecedented in this country. 
ieut. Herron’s reply was manly and soldierlike, and 
entirely free from the unfortunate allusions made by Lieut.- 
Col. Manning to the Creedmoor affair, which it was unwise 
and in bad taste—so it seems to us—to recall at a time 
when disagreeable reminiscences should have been tabooed. 


SEconp Division (Brooklyn).—The following commissions 
from the Governor have just been received at the headquar- 
ters of the 2d Division: Henry Nahe, Jr., quartermaster, 
rank of first lieutenant of the 32d regiment; Adolph Orth, 
surgeon 32d regiment, rank of yt Thomas B, Adams, 
second lieutenant 23d regiment; I’rank E. Westlake, first 
lieutenant 23d regiment ; Louis Woerner, second lieutenant 
Battery B, artillery. 

New Yorx Sotprens’ Home.—One year ago the Grand 
Army of the Republic of this State commenced in earnest 
to provide for the building of a Soldiers’ Home. A special 
act of the Legislature was obtained, and a board of trustees 
was elected, comprising the most actiye members of the 
Grand Army and prominent and influential citizens. The 
oflicers of the board are Capt. E. C. Parkinson, President ; 
Capt. J. A. Lewis, Secretary ; Col. William Rumsey, Coun- 
sel; and Hon. John F, Henry, of 8 College Place, New York, 
Treasurer. The veterans of the Grand Army are fully of 


the opinion that no man who served his country faithtully 
during the dark days of the Rebellion, aud was honorably 
discharged from said service, should now be com 
eke out a miserable existence in the poorhouse, 


lied to 
ew York 





State sent 426,000 men as soldiers to the field during the 
war, and now the veterans who are left, and at present do 
not need the assistance which some of their less fortunate 
comrades do, are calling upon the patriotic people through- 
out the Empire State to keep their pledges made to many & 
man at the outbreak of the war to “go and fight for your 
country and we will take care of your families and see that 
you do not suffer.” Th promoters of this enterprise show 
an earnestness which no impediments will discourage, and 
their cause is so just that they will surely succeed, and we 
bespeak for them throughout the State and the nation the 
influence and assistance of all patriotic and right-minded 
people. A beautiful site has been secured for the ‘* Home” 
in the town of Bath, Steuben Co., thirty-six miles from 
Elmira, aud seventy from Rochester, on the Erie road, 
comprising a fine farm of about 220 acres of land, beauti- 
fully located on the Western banks of the Conhocton River, 
purchased at a cost of $16,500, which together with $6,000 
iu cash, was a free donation from the citizens of Bath. The 
architect has been chosen, the plans accepted for the build- 
ings, and contracts for materials have been made. Work 
will be commenced as soon as the spring weather will per- 
mit, and the corner stone will be laid with appropriate 
ceremonies at the semi-annual encampment of the G. A. R. 
in June or July: Thirty-seven thousand dollars have 
already been subscribed, and over thirty thousand paid in ; 
the balance can be collected at any time, with thirty day’s 
notice. The management desire to raise during the present 
year suflicient to make the grand total of $100,000, which 
sum will complete the buildings and furnish them through- 
out ready for occupancy. It is the intention to aceomplish 
this object by voluntary subscriptions from the people, 
believing that when the question is properly understood 
there will be a hearty and generous response. 


Cost oF THE NaTIOoNAL Guarp.—A correspondent sends 
us the following: An error which prevails to some extent 
among that class of the public who jump at conclusions 
without any knowledge of facts, and who have no superfiu- 
ous patriotism either in war or peace, to the effect that the 
National Guard is a very heavy tax upon the State, should 
be corrected. We frequently hear it said that the National 
Guard 1s a heavy tax upon the public; that the aimories 
are little more than regimental reception rooms, used for 
concerts and balls, and that at best the National Guard is 
= “ little use to the State or country. Let us look at the 
‘acts, 

In the first place a regiment must have an armory in 
which to drill and keep its arms and equipments. ‘Ibis 
building is provided by the county ; it is furnished by the 
regiment personally and privately; if any company desires 
to decorate and adorn extensively they pay for it them- 
selves, and of course no one should question their right. 
The necessary running expenses of a good regiment, suc 
as salaries of armorers, engineers, band leader and drum- 
major, music for parades, transportation, printing, in- 
surance, furniture, and sundries, amounts to from five to 
seven thousand dollars, of which the State pays one 
thousand dollars ; the remainder is paid principally by the 
regiment. Now if -the regiment; sees fit to have a recep- 
tion or a series of entertainments whereby they can pro- 
vide for the payment of a part of this sum needed for the 
maintenance of the command, and at the same time add to 
the —e of the regiment and keep up the interest in 
the same, should any croaker find fault ? 

The drills are regularly and systematically attended to, 
and occasionally an entertainment is an absolute necessity. 
If any one says we have no particular use for a National 
Guard—what good do they ever do? I would say that 
during the late war the soldiers built miles and miles of 
rifle pits, redoubts, batteries and covered ways in which 
they were never attacked, which were never used for de- 
fence. Simply because they were built, the attack was not 
made, otherwise the troops would have been exposed and 
perhaps destroyed. An ounce of prevention is worth six- 
teen ounces of cure, and it is always better to guard against 
trouble than to provide for it in case of an emergency. 
The National Guard is worth more to the State and coun- 
try than it costs either to the public or private purse, and 
when properly managed will receive naught but praise 
from all, with the exception of that class who, in the 
language of another, are invincible in peace but invisible 
in war. 


Nationa Rirte Association.—The following extract 
from ** Range Committee’s Annual Report” for 1876, shows 
cash receipts and disbursements on ‘‘ Creedmooi only.” It 
includes gate receipts during fall meeting, Centennial 
matches, or spring meeting: Marking, $1,018.19; 
loan of rifles, $44.10; cartridges, $591.79; gate, 
$51.50; wood, $27.00; hay, $97.60; carting, $6.80; work, 
$5.90. Total, $1,842.88. Distributed by months as follows: 





CNET sc canciswssessnases i ii.80c6 es veecense $190.75 
PONE. cccccccsvesesases 45.88 | August.............. 285. 

Marc Adiieseaveeuansets 38.40 | September....... .. 290.81 
arr 169.88 » COtODER 2.2.0. cccccee 139.15 
PM is008006600 saccsesesess 292.98 | November........... 7.20 
GO oss cnssanssicassonness 190.55 | December........... 49.95 





The expenditures for the year being as follows: Freight, 
$131.99; car fare, $25.72 ; wages to monthly men, $4,096.40 ; 
wages to extra men, $856.75; supplies, $232.14. Total, 
$5,343. Distributed by months as follows : 


IE. 5 6. ods00. 5000 cae bath hae ckscenecse $617.25 
PI vccascscscesseces 58.86 | August..... ........ 787 39 
CR nipiacdsensacadaneos 239.85 | September..... ..... 833.01 
CS eee eesesses 828.59 | October ......... eoee 403.17 
re Caceceves 671.22 | November... ....... 288.4 
[err error 730.20 | December............ 137.52 





Nationa Rirte AssociaTion.—Tbe Board of Directors of the 
National Rifle Association met Feb. 5. There were present 
Messrs. Stanton, Wingate, Wylie, Schermerhorn, Shaler, Wood- 
ward, Dakin, McMahon, Judd, Gildersieeve, Scott, Ward, 
Sanford, Holland, Fulton, Casey, and Story. The following 
standing committee for the present year were appointed : 

Executive Committee—Messrs. Stanton, Wingate, Schermer- 
ae Wylie (ex officio), Shaler, Dakin, Gildersleeve and Ward 
(elected.) 

Range Committee—C>ls. be ag and Scott, and Capt. Story. 

Finance Committee—Mr. D. W. Judd, Mr. E. H. Sanford, Gen, 
W. G. Ward. 

Prize Committee—Col. Ward, Capt. Casey, Maj. Holland. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That the secretary be instructed to communicate 
with the proper persons representing riflemen in each State of 
the Union, inviting them to participate in the Inter-State nfle 
matches to be shot at Creedmoor at the next fall meeting. 

The meeting aiso took action with reference to the matter of 
transportation to Creedmoor. General Wylie, the Treasurer, 
reported the sum which he had received from his predecessor to 
be $1,152 30; he disbursed altogether since coming into office the 
sum of $220 44, leaving $931 85 now in the treasury. Consider- 
able discussion was in << in upon the subject of a possible 
international match next fall, but no decision was arrived at. 


Musketry Practice 1n Inp1a.—The 7imes, of India, writes as 
follows on vhis subject : ‘“The musketry practice of the armies in 
India, both European and native, is a matter which attracts so 
much attention, and is of so much importance in the present 
day, that we take the opportunity of the publication of a return 
showing what figures of merit have been scored by the various 
regiments up to the end of October to call attention to the re- 
sults obtained. Of the European corps that have practised in 


has, we regret to notice, the amazingly low figure of merit of 
29.74, and out of the 169 men, only two are marksmen. But as 
the practice is not very far advanced at present, we shall not 
comment on this, but will content ourselves with the expreseion 
of a hope that the pext published return will show a greatly in- 
creased average. The total figure of merit established by te 
and a company of Engineers that have been en thes 
nual course is 59.58, but we have no doubt that this will be ver, 
considerably improved upon before the end of the season. e 
now turn to the Bengal Presidency, and here we find that upto 
the end of October 18 British infantry corps had been practi 

with a total figure of merit of 79.56, and we notice that out of 
2,116 9 pan soldiers who have gone through their course, 
there are 395 marksmen. In the Bombay Presidency, out of 1,523 
soldiers who have been exercised there are 193 marksmen, which 
is a far smaller proportion. In other respects, too, the European 
regiments in Bengal show a considerable superiority over their 
comrades on this side. There, the figures of merit of the three 
best regiments, namely, the 1-11th, the 72d and 59th are, respec- 
tively, 98.92, 95.06, and 93.67, against the 93.45, 80.10, and 71.20 of 
the 55th, the 1-2d, and the 68th regiments in the Bombay Presi- 
dency. In Bengal, too, the lowest figure of merit is 56 28, where- 
as on this side we have seen it is 29.74, unless, indeed, as we are 
half inclined to suspect, the 29.74 is a misprint for ones far 
higher, as last season this very regiment ehot very well indeed, 
and the men composing it are a very fine, smart body of mep. 
And now let us ask why the British soldier should shoot better 
in Bengal than in Bombay. We shall be told that the invigorat- 
ing and bracing climate of most stations of Bengal during the 
cold season has much to do with it. It may be so, bu 
gay | season the regiment that shot nearly as well as 
any in India, was the 2-25th, whose figure was 100.97, and this 
regiment went through its annual course at Aden, the climate 
of which is not particularly bracing or invigorating, but some- 
thiog very much the reverse. We now turn to the state- 
ment of the performances of the Bengal native regiments up to 
the end of October, and here we are met with the startlin; 

of merit of 127.18 achieved by the 29th Punjaub Native Infantry, 
which regiment heads the list at present. As ouly two compa- 
nies pf the 29th have practised as yet, this figure of merit will be 
considerably diminished in all probability before the whole regi- 
ment nas been exercised, but it isa remarkable performance, as 
it stands, and it is well worthy the attention of Bombay officers, 
to whom sucha “— figure of merit must seem unattainable in 
their own corps. The next Bengal regiment on the list is the 
5th Punjanb Native Infantry, with 119.71, but only one company 
has gone through the course. The 11th Native Infantry, of 
which 325 men have been exercised, has achieved the very re- 
spectable figure of 107.98. There are aitogether fourteen regi- 
ments of Bengal Native Infantry whose figure of merit has over 
a hundred at present, and out of the 3,635 sepoys who have com- 
pleted their firing, there are 652 marksmen. The bt regi- 
ments are bringing their firing practice to such perfection that 
they not only leave the armies of Bombay and Madras far behind, 
but they beat British corps. This is very remarkable, and know- 
ing, as we do, how much the performance of a regiment depends 
upon the trouble and care the European officers devote to pre- 
liminary musketry training, and to pointing out errors or the 
range, we must say this result reflects great credit on the officers 


of the Bengal army.” 
MASSACHUSETTS, 


INSPECTOR-GENERAL’S Report.—The annual report of 
Brig.-Gen. OC. G. Atwood, Inspector-General M. V. M., has 
just been published. It comprehends an account of a very 
thorough and searching investigation into the condition of 
the men and maleriel of the militia, and the result 1s in the 
main satisfactory. There is an absence of the stereotyped 
‘white washing” which for many years was common to all 
printed reports upon the relative efficiency and fitness for 
service of the military forces of the several States. Our last 
war made soldiers who carried back with them into civil 
life the rigid and precise ideas of service which are now 
being gradually engrafted upon the militia system with 
most admirable results. Massachusetts also oe the 
aid and example of more than one ex-oflicer of the Regular 
Army whose counsel cannot fail to be beneficial. We have 
before called attention to the improvemeut in the organi- 
zation of the Massachusetts troops. Their condition at the 
da:e of Gen. Atwood’s reports is thus summed up by that 
officer : 

An intimate acquaintance with the militia of this Commoa- 
wealth for almost twenty years, together with three and a 
years of active service during the war, justify me in comparing 
the militia as it now is with what I have known it to be hereto- 
fore, and I am confident that all impartial critics who are fa- 
miliar with the subject will agree with me when I say that its 
present condition is better than at any time since the close of 
the war. The improvement comes from various causes; the 
stimulus imparted to all its members by the —— inspec- 
tions in the early summer, the knowledge that the whole force 
is under constant supervision by au independent department, 
and the better class of officers wuo have beer induced to take 
active positions. In this last respect the improvement has been 
great; with few exceptions officers are diligent and zealous, de- 
sirous of informing themselves, and earnest in their efforts to 
instruct the men under them. The eflect of all this was shown 
in the two brigade encampments, which are universally admitted 
tu have been vastly superior to the old-time annual 2 cnics, and 
to have really deserved to be called camps of instruc’ e 


The Inspector-General recommends the appointment of 
a board to form a code of regulations (since ordered by the 
Governor) ; suggests that field officers be required to as- 
semble periodically at their brigade headquarters for con- 
sultation and instruction with a view to a more thorough 
understanding and uniform interpretation of tactics and 
customs of service. He calls attention to the different pat- 
terns of arms and accoutrements which are to be found in 
the same battalion or company organization, and es 
points out the need of a material penalty for neglect or 
abuse of the public property in possession of the troops. 
More attention should be given to rifle practice, and the 
voluntary target exercise heretofore in vogue should be 
made compulsory. As the local papers have made very 
full extracts from the reports of the assistant inspector- 
general we shall only note a few points in an inspection of 
Boston’s pet battalion—the First Corps of Cadets—made by 
Col. E. G. Stevens, A. I. G., at their encumpment at Na- 
hant July 20 and 21, 1876, which as reported ‘‘revealed a 
most creditable state of proficiency in every department.” 
The report, which is very minute 1n detail, showed that the 
camp was admirably selected and arranged for sanitary as 
well as military purposes. The discipline of the corps 
eeemed almost perfect ; instruction in military dutes qui 
thorough. A few deviations from Upton in drilling were 
noted, and although sentinels were found well posted in the 
duties required of them at ‘*Camp Rice,” yet in their gen- 
eral knowledge of guard duty, receiving potedts, grand 
rounds, etc., they were a little *‘ wanting.” The books and 
papers were found to Le models of convenient reference 
and correct; record. The medical department was in ex- 
cellent hands, though scarcely tested at this encampment, 
Instruments, medicives and stores—all that might be needed 
—were on hand in perfect order and compactly packed ready 
for use or transportation ata moment’s notice, Lhe surgeon 
had established a signal station for observing the changes 
of the weather ; was in constant communication with the 
Boston station of the U.S. Signal Service, and was fre- 
quently consulted. The total ompenes for maintenance of 
this corps for 1875 was $17,198.10, of which $12,961.60 was 
raised by subscription. In comparing the official re 
of the inspections of the lstand 2d Brigades at 
ham Sept. 18, 1876, with the very full account furnished 
our Boston correspondent at the time, we are 
and gratified at the accurate military criticism wi we 





this Presidency, the best at present is the 55th, whose figure is 
93.46. One regiment, out of which 169 men have been exercised, 
. 





were thus enabled to publish at such an early date; the 
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statements of facts agree in most respécte, and as to the 
general conclusions both classes of reports are alike. 

THe system of requiring reports of attendance at weekly 
drills, to be made to brigade headquarters, seems to moet 
with general favor, and excites a pisses’ rivalry as to 
which company shall present the best showing. For Janu- 
ary, the ist Battalion (six companies), report an average 
attendance of 25.9, a strength being 42.6, the Brock- 
ton company leading with an average attendance of 33.8, 
strength 47; all officers present at each of the six drills. 
The 9th Battalion (six companies), report an average 
attendance of 28.7, average strength being 45.7, Co. E lead- 
ing with an average attendance of 33, strength 46 ; five 
drills. In the cavairy battalion, Co. A, with seventy-two 
officérs and men, report ne drills, and Co. D, with seventy- 
nin» officers and men, report five ‘Irills, and an average 
attendance of 50.8. The 4th Battalion assembled for drill, 
for the first time since muster, at Boylston Hal], on Monday 
evening 5th inst., attracting a large number of past mem- 
bers and present friends. After a few simple battalion 
movements the companies in succession bad brief drills. 
Their proficiency in the few movements attempted was such 
as to excite regret that other movements, including those 
of the platoon, were not introduced. The step demands 
great attention, it is too fast in all of the companies, and no 
two have the same. The evening’s exercises closed with a 
dress parade, which was creditably performed. The 
attendance was fair, averaging 32.5; Co. D leading with 
forty officers and men. 

VARIOUS ITEMS. 

— Tue Knights of Momus take part in their seventh annual 
carnival at the Tremont Opcra House, Galveston, Tex., Feb. 13. 

— Te second annual reception of the Ist [llinois State Guard 
will take place at the Grand Pacific Hotel, Chicago, on Thuesday 
evening, Febraary 8. It will be a superb entertainment. 

~— Tae Columbus Light Artillery (Battery A), of Columbus 
Mizs., give their third anniversary dinner Febraary 22. 

— No library is complete without Upton’s Tactics is the 
opinion of the 32d (N. Y.) regiment, bat some of them would like 
to ree a German copy of the tactics. 

— A very delightfal social affair was that which came off a few 
days since at the residence of Mr. Gershorm Smith, commissary 
of the Old Guard. Among others present was Adjatant-General 
Cunningham, of Massachugetts, and several representatives of 
Southern military organizations. 

+ Toe trimmings of the 32d (N. Y.) regiment have been 
changed. They got tired *‘ wearing of the green,” aud bave 
adopted the cardinal red. 

— Tuere is a military library in San Francisco which was in- 
corporated m 1873. Its Secretary and Librarian Maj. D. P. Wil- 
der, of the 1st Infantry N. G. C., in a business letter says: “ The 
thirteen volumes of the Journal. ending last August constitute 
a valuable feature in our library, which now contains more than 
900 ve lumes of pamphlets and 165 maps. I shall be glad to learn 
through you of any similar collection (strictly military books) 
with which I can exchange catalogues.” 

— Joun T. Cuter has been appointed engineer by Brigadier- 
General James Jourdan, of the 5th (N. Y.) Brigade. 

- Tue 14th regiment, of Brooklyn, are temporarily out of 
their armory in Portland avenue, as it is undergoing repairs. 
‘hey expect to be returned soon, and with the armory enlarged 
aad improved we sha)! hear good reports from the l4th. 

On Monday evening, Feb. 6, we paid a visit tothe ‘3th [N. 
Y.] regiment armory, Flatbush avenue near:Hanson Place, and 
found sixteen men of Co. B drilling, Lieut. Smith in charge. 
Their instruction was merely in marching, as they were without 
arms. 

— Art the 23d [N. Y.] regiment cunety Feb. 6, Co. D was drill- 
lug, Capt. Terry com ing isted by First Lieut. Westlake 
and Second Lieut. Adams. This company turned ont sixteen 
-files, and they show considerable proficiency in drill. Capt. Ter- 
ry came from the 7th regiment to the 23d one year ago. 

— On Monday evening, Feb. 19, Co. B, 82d [N. Y.] regiment, 
Capt. Kissel, will enjoy a tanz-kraenzchen. 

— On Easter Monday, April 2, Co. C, ®th [N. Y.] regiment, 
Capt. Miller, anticipate much pleasure—beer and dancing. It 
will be the eighteenth time. 

Tue 3td (N. Y.] regiment Creedmoor heroes will receive 
their badges in the course of two months. On that occasion the 
nckelhaubenists will parade in their new uniform. They ex- 
hibit a great deal of laterest in rifle practice, and intend to en- 
camp a few days at Creedmoor next sumnier. 

~ An independent company has been formed at Flushing, 
L. L.—52 men all uniformed. They areca fine body of young men. 
Captain Blake, commanding, is well posted in military, tactics 
and the right man to instruct, having had much experience in 
other placus. Capt. Robert Herbert, of Gen. Dakin's staff, made 
a formal inspection of this company on Friday evening, and his 
report of the inspection is very flattering to both officers and 
men. 

- ConsOLIDaTION Of the Wth and 32d |N. Y.” regiments will 
result in one good organization; they are but skcleton regiments 
and are twice a® expensive to the county,as one large regiment. 
Gen. John B. Woodward, the Inepector-General, will no doubt 
give this matter his consideration, and recommend euch change 
as will be most beneficial and economical to the National Guard 
and State. It is the desire of the officers and mev of both regi 
ments that with a view of having a healthy organization, more 
convenience in the armory, and a clear fleld for recruiting that 
they be consolidated, or one or the other disbaaded. 

- Acccorptne to the Sun the dissolution of Co. B, 9th regi- 
meot, N. G. N. J., is imminent, because the captain and men do 

not agree, The annual ball given by the company took place 
laet Tuesday, and after the tickets were out and all preparations 
made, the captain ordered a drill. The company appointed a 
committee to take charge of the ball until the drill was over, 
when all hands returned to the hali. Then the captain ordered 
the committee under arrest, and in an attempt to enforce his 
order a lively scene not on the programme ensued. The com- 
pany has petitioned the colonel to request Capt. Snyders to re- 
sign, The captain will make an attempt to expel the petitioners. 


— A MEETING of prominent Germans of Hudson county, N. J., 
was held at Turn Halle, in Jersey City, recently, and steps were 
taken to form a German regiment of Husears. George Buerk, 
of the New York Husear regiment, was appointed colonel, and 
will appoint officers and begin recruiting members. 

— Tue order of United American Mechanics has honored us 
with an invitation to participate in the exercises at Cooper 
Union (N. Y.) in commemoration of Washington's Birthday. 

Firry of Wingate’s indicators for aiming drill have been 
ordered by the State of New York, and have been placed in the 
hands of officers to be tested. The reports having been favor 
able in all respecte, Gen, Wylie, Chief of Ordnance, has ordered 
950 more which will be distributed among the National Guard as 
soon as they are completed, which will be in about three weeks. 
‘They are intended to be a substitute for candle practice, and are 
found to be a great improvement. 


ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The editor of the ARMY AND Navy Journnat must dscline te 





decide points between officers and the men of their commands. No 
attention to fictitious signatur is, unless accompanied by reat 
name and address of writer 


V. B. Caoss, Carson city.—Think Gen. Sherman is about six 
feet three inches in height, but he will no doubt decide the ques- 
tion for you, directly, if you ask him. 


F. K., Boston.— Recruiting for the Army is temporarily sus- 
pended, except the regimental recruiting service. You might 
apply at Forts Warren or Independence, Boston harbor. 


F. J. T., New Orleans.—The pay of a cadet is $500, with one 
ration per day, to commence with his admission into the Acade- 
my, and is sufficient with proper economy for his support. 


A. B. Milton.—You_must see the member of Congress for 
Naor istrict, but would suggest that a little more attention to 
glish grammar would be.beneficial to a candidate. 


CotumsBus Lieut ArTILLERY.--The best guns for a militia bat- 
ery are, we think, Ly or Hotchkies (machine guns). The 
ational Government furnishes a sum annually to each State for 

arms, and your Governor could in the exercise of his discretion 
purchase guns for your battery. Such guns would cost about 
$1,000 each. 

Armory says: 1. In your issue of Jan. 20, you speak of D. D. 
Wylie being confirmed as Commissarv-General and! hief of 
Staff of Governor Robinson. Pardon me; but is not that an 
error’ Should itnot be Chief of Orduance ? 2. Is not the In- 
spector-General the chief of staff. ANns.—1. Yes. 2. No. 

E. W. P., Dennison, Texas.—The number of ligh!-hbouse keep- 
ers now in service is 99!. The pay is from $200 to $1,000 per 
year, depending upon circumstances, but by law cannot exceed 
an average of $600 per keeper. Persons for keepers are nom- 
ipated by such collectors of customs as hold appointments as 
superintendents of lighte, and the :.ominations are forwarded 
through the Light-house Moard (for its approval) to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury who makes the appointments. 
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FOREIGN ITEMS. 


AccorpDinG to the Westminster Guzetle, the young 
Prince Louis Napoleon has been initiated by Prince 
Humbert into the mysteries of Freemasonry, a pro- 
ceeding which appears to have called down the divine 
wrath of His Holiness. 


Wuat is termed an “ American horseshoe” is being 
tested by the cavalry at Aldershot. The chief merit 
asserted for it is that it will prevent the horse from 
‘*clicking”’ or over-reachiog itself. 


Broad- Arrow has good reason for saying that there 
is no foundation for the statement contaioed in this 
week’s Whitehall Review that ‘itis in contemplation 
to increase the strength of all the English cavalry regi- 
ments serving in India, and to make them as strong as 
they used to be in the days of the mutiny.” On the 
contrary, the probability is that there will be a reduc- 
tion instead of an increase. 


‘*In consequence of apprebensions of war,” says 
Broad Arrow, ** the Stafford House Hosiery Depart- 
ment has been a scene of extraordinary activity. 4,000 
jerseys, 1,000 pairs of socks, and 1,000 blankets have 
been despatched to the suffering Turkish troops ; and 
as hard cash can never be unacceptable, £1,000 bas 
been also sent to His Excellency Ahmed Vefyk Effen- 
di in order to make purchases in Constantinople. 
What else it may be considered advis able to export 
for the gratification of our Moslem friends, it is at pre- 
sent impossible to say.” 


Tue finding and sentence of a court-martial fur the 
trial of Musician Crake, of the Royal Artillery Band 
for deserting about five years ago, were promulgated 
on Tuesday. The prisoner was a serjeant in the band, 
and a clever performer on the piccolo. <A short time 
previous to his disappearance the leading cornet-pl-yer 
of the band absconded, being tempted by a lucrative 
offer from America, and he is still a deserter. Crake 
aod he have been fulfilling engagements together in 
the United States, but wishihg to see his friends, 
Crake returned home a few weeks since and was ap- 
prehended. The Court sentenced tbe prisoner to im- 
prisonment for 12 months, but one-half of the punish- 
ment was remitted by the comimandant General 
D’ Aguilar. 

Broad Arrow say:: We have received the official 
account of the trial of the new model Gatling gun, by 
the Ordnance Board of the United States. Mr. Gatling 
has himself, in our correspondence columns, described 
the changes and the results obtained by his new gun, 
sothat it is only necessary for us tu add that this 
official report fully bears out all he has stuted. The 
same paper says: It is stated that the Lords of the Ad- 
miraity have in contemplation another armor-clad 
vessel after the pattern of the Jnjlerible, so consiructed 
as to carry two or more guns, of 100 tons, 200 tons, or 
any weight which may be decided upon. There 
appears to have been a proposal to adapt the 
Inflexible for guns of above 150 tons weight, but this 
has been found impracticable, and the ship will be 
armed as originally proposed with four guns of 80 
tons each. 


Many years since, says the Dover Chronicle, some 
puritanical inbabitant induced a puritanical General 
to prohibit military bands from playing soldiers to 
church, and it waseven attempted to put down firing 
salutes on a Sunday. A succeeding General, however, 
not less a soldier, but more wise and not a whit less, 
but unaffectedly, religious, restored the innocent 
and soldier-like practice. We regret to find that once 
more the puritanical has superseded the sensible, for 
it has been notified to the troops stationed on the 
Western Heights that bands are not to play on the 
march of the regiments attending divine service on 
Sundays. , 


REcENT experiments having shown that the fire-bars 
of steam pinnaces ure liable to be thrown out of place 
by the explosion of their outrigger torpedoes, the 
Admiralty has directed that in future the fire-bars of 
steam launches, steam pinnaces, and steam cutters are 
to be kept in place, as shown in a sketch which is 
appended to tne circular. It is further ordered that the 
fittings are to be generally applied as opportunity 
offers, but that no steamboat is to be engaged on 
torpedo service without previously having the fire-bars 
secured from disturbance. 

Tue London United States Service Gazette, in a notice 
of ‘A Critical History of the American War,” by A. 
Mahan, says: The writer of this “Critical History” 
of the American war is a doctor, but he ushers his 
book into public notice stamped with the imprimatur 
of a soldier, given in the ee letter of Lieut. - 
Gen. M. W. Smith. Mr. Mahan, the author, who is 
quite as confident a military critic as the late Sir 
Archibald Alison, proposes to demonstrate “ that the 
Civil War intheUnited States eught not to bave lasted 
a year, that it ought not to have cost 100,000 lives,. 





nor a thousand millions of dollars,-and that within 
eight months after the middle of October, 1861, any 
commander-in-chief of ordinary ability would have 
| brought the conflict to a final termination,” the in- 
ference being that Gen. Grant was not such an offi¢er. 
(As Gen. Grant was not in command in Virginia until 
1864, it isnot clear where this inference comes in. 
Ed. JourRNAL.) It will be seen that the book is of a 
controversial character, examining in detail, all the 
great events of the war, and that it is therefore a work 
peculiarly suited for military study. The events of 
the Civil War in the United States baffled a!l the mili- 
tary theories that had preceded it, and it is highly 











expedient that the soldier-student should be able to 
place some of the latest actual practice in war beside 
the ‘‘classics’’ of his science, and carefully to com- 
pare the one with the other. Dr. Mahan tells us that 
he has made the subject of war his careful stndy 
from his earliest years, whilst Gen. Smith certifies that 
he has not studied in vain. Here are two recom- 
mendations which, with the selector of military class- 
books, cannot, we think, very well be gone over. 


Tue Army and Navy Gazette remarks that although 

some officers of the Territorial Army in France ap- 
ear to have sent in their papers already, that force 

is being steadily organized, and one hundred and for- 
ty-five regiments of Infantry have been provided with 
their stafts. It is true that these staffs are as yet in- 
complete, but new nominations are being constantly 
made. There are also eighteen regiments of cavalry 
in way of formation, being one for each military dis- 
trict, and these regiments could already mobilize two 
or three of their squadrons; these are composed, of 
four squadrons, two Line and two Light Cavalry. 
Progress has also been made in the way of Artillery, 
Engineers and Military Train—eighteen regiments of 
Artillery, eighteen battalions of Engineers, and eight- 
een sqtiadrons of Train are being recruited, and the 
administration is in a fair state towards completion. 
That the creation’ or rather the organization, of so 
large a newly-created force as the Territorial Army is 
no light matter may be gathered from the simple fact 
that the War Office authorities have been @bliged to 
examine into the antecedents and the capabilities of 
some 20,000 officers, not to speak of non-commissioned 
officers. The Government is determined that the Ter- 
ritorial Army shall not resemble the old National 
Guard, and has, therefore, heen very careful in its 
selections. We also hear that the Comte de Paris, 
who is a Colonel on the Staff of the Territorial Army, 
has shaved oft his beard, that hirsute appendage being 
contrary to regulations. ,- He bas twirled up his mous- 
tachios, a fa Victor Emmanuel, and looks terribly 
fierce. 

A LETTER dated Teheran, Dec, 21, 1876, says: 
‘* Last Saturday was published ‘ No. 1’ of a Persian 
military journal, the Rooznamehi Nizami. It consists 
of eight pages, small quarto, and is to appear every 
Saturday. Although the first number Jeaves much to 
desire, it is another step in advance for Persia. The 
contents of the first number are as follows: After a 
short introduction the military news of the week is 
given, describing the manecuvring of ten regimenjs; 
then follow two instructive articles ‘‘on the difference 
between fighting with muzzle-loaders and breech- 
loaders,”’ and “ on shooting with rifles,” illustrated by 
a crude and inaccurate drawing. Then comes an ar- 
ticle on the new Chassepot, the fusil Gras. ‘This is 
also inaccurately illustrated, and is the last article of 
the paper. 

In conscquence of a difliculty between the War 
Department and the owners of the land adjacent to 
the Government rifle-range at Milton-next-Gravesend, 
arising, it is understood, out of the loss sustained trom 
the balls tired from the rifle-range, killing and injuring 
the cattle, all firing by the troops at the Milton rifle- 
range is for the present prohibited.. The inconven- 
ience to the troops at Chatham in being unable to use 
the range is very great. Ithas been found necessary 
to forward 100 non-commissioned officers and men of 
the 30th Regiment, under Capt. F. Clowes, with Lieut. 
A. J. A. Goldie, to Shornclifle, to enable them to go 
through a course of ball-practice. 

SPEAKING of the recent promotion of Prince Lein- 
ingen tothe rank of Admiral in the British navy, the 
London Hzaminer says: ‘‘ On this principle, the en- 
gine-driver in a great railway accident should be im- 
mediately made director of the company.” It will be 
remembered that Prince Leiningen was in command of 
the Queen’s yacht at the time of the unfortunate Sol- 
ent disaster. Prince Ernest Leiningen is a cousin of 
Queen Victoria, and was born in 1830, succeeding to 
the title of his father on the latter’s deathin 1856. His 
position as captain of the Queen’s yacht was of course 
a merely honorary one. As the Hraminer says, it re- 
mains to be seen whether, in case of war, Prince Lein- 
ingen will prove as formidable to ironclads as to plea- 
sure yachts. 

Tue Army and Navy Gazette says: A thorough in- 
spection of the whole of the vessels under construction 
at Chatham Dockyard has been completed by Rear- 
Admiral W. II. Stewart, Controllerof the Navy, and 
Mr. F. K. Burnes, Surveyor of Dockyards, and Chief 
Constructor at the Admiralty, in order to enable the 
authorities to arrive at a conclusion as to the amount 
of work which can be completed at Chatham-yard 
during the approaching financial year. It is believed 
that, in additior to the ships now in hand, three new 
war vessels will be commenced, including a very large 
armor-plated shipto be armed with the 80-ton gun, 
and the building of which will necessitate the enlarge- 
ment of one ef the building-slips at the dockyard, but 
the precise style of Sthe ship, itis stated, has not yet 
been decided upon. In addition to this new work, the 
armor-plated ship 7éméraire, 8, 8,412 tons, 7,000- 
horse power, wili be completed, commissioned and 
sent to sea; the Huryalus, 16, iron corvette, cased 





with wood, 3,932 tons, 5,250 horse power; the Garnet, 
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14, corvette, 1864 tons, 2,100-horse power: and the 
Cormorant, §, composite sloop, 1,124 tons, 900-horse 
power, will also be completed. The armor-plated 
turret ship Agamemnon, 8,492 tons, 6,000-horse power, 
will be very considerably advanced, and the extensive 
repairs and alterations to the Penelope, armor-plated, 
4,394 tons, 4,703 horse-power, will be completed, and 
she will proceed to take up her appointment at Har- 
wich as flagship of the Naval Reserve. 


TuE Whitehall Review says of the Duke of Cam- 
bridge: In private life, and in what, for want of # bet- 
ter word, I may ca!l ‘‘ society,” no man js more popular 
than the Royal Duke. Those who have heen bis 
guests, or who have met him at the houses of others, 
or during his annual tour at Hombourg, alike speak 
well of him as an affable, kindly-mannered, genial 
gerttleman. He has but one enemy in the world—the 
gout—and that enemy seldom fails to pay him a visit 
once or twice in the year. Hence the regular visit he 
pays every autumn to Hombourg. The Duke was 
born in 18/9, and is now, therefore, fifty-eight. He 
can hardly be called an old man, although he is cer- 
tainly not a yousg one. But no one who sees him 
taking his afternoon ride in the Row during the season 
would believe that he was within fifteen years of his 
realage. He sits his horse as well, and, although not 
a little stouter, looks as firm on horseback as he did 
some forty years ago when he was a supernumerary 
lieutenant-colonel of the 17th Lancers, used to dine, 
every night of his life at the regimental mess in the 
Royal Barracks at Dublin, and was the life and soul 
of that gay garrison town. If this country had ever 
to go to war it would be unlikely that the Duke would 
take the field. His age and his health would alike 
preclude bim from active service. But no man is bet- 





ter—nay, none so well—qualified to direct details from | 


home to the leaders of troops abroad. The manner in 
which he has guided the affairs of the Army for the 
last twenty-one years is a sufficient guarantee that he 
would do so properly in the event of real work. He 
is earnest, zealous, an excellent judge of what his 
subordinates ought to do, and never spares himself 
when work has to be done. As I said, he takes every 
year a month or six weeks’ holiday; but during the 
est of the year he is hardly ever less than five or six— 
often eight or ten—bhours at his desk each day. In per- 
sonal pluck he is not wanting, as those who were at 
Inkerman—where he had a horse shot under him—can 
vouch for. But where perhaps the Duke shows better 
than most men is in his utter absence of vanity. 
This or that Secretary of War, this or that general 
officer or colonel gets praised for what he has done in 
the Service. But on the man who has really made 
the English Army what it is, who has done his duty 
for more than twenty years, and never taken credit to 
himself even for what ke has done, little or no com- 
mendation is ever bestowed. No one ever thinks of 
saying a word in praise of the Duke of Cambridge 
when Army matters are spoken of. The reason is 
plain enough. It is because this Royal Duke never 
thinks or dreams of praising himself. 
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TRIAL OF ARMY PISTOLS. 


BELow we publish in full the report of the trial 
which took place last year at the Springfield Armory, 
ofa new Remington revolver, as compared with the 
Colt and the Schofield-Smith & Wesson revolvers 
The report is published entire and accompanied with 
such excellent reproductions of the cuts embodied in 
itas to leave nothing to be added on the subject of 
that weapon, which is the chief reliance of the offi- 
cer and the cavalry soldier. 





ORDNANCE NotEes.—No, LIV. 
WASHINGTON, June 30, 1876. j 


TRIAL OF A NEW REMINGTON REVOLVER. 





PROCEEDINGS OF A BOARD OF OFFICERS CONVENED 
A’ THE NATIONAL ARMORY BY THE FOLLOWING 
ORDER : 

Post Orders, } NATIONAL ARMORY, ) 

> SPRINGFIELD, Mass., 
Nos. J Feb. 28, 1876. ) 
A Board of Officers, to consist of— 
Captain J. P. Farley, and 
Lieutenant James Rockwell, Jr., 

will convene at this Armory to-day for the purpose 

of examining and reporting upon the merits, as a 

military arm, of a new Remington revolver as com- 

pared with the Colt and the Schofield-Smith and 

Vesson revolver. 

By order of Ligurenant-Cor., J. G. BENTON : 
JAS, RocKWELL, JR., 
Lieut. of Ordnance, Post Adjutant. 





NationaL Armory, } 
SPRINGFIELD, Mass., Feb. 23, 1876. 

The Board met pursuant to the foregoing order, 
both members present, and resolved to keep no daily 
record of its proceedings, but to conduct the trial of 
the three kinds of revolvers in such a manner and at 
such times as should be practicable. 

Upon examination of previous reports relating to 
the Colt, the Smith and Wesson, and the Schofield- 
Smith and Wesson revolvers, the Board finds that 
the adaptation of the Colt revolver to the use of me- 
tallic ammunition was first brought to the notice of 
the Ordnance Department as early as 1872, and that 
this weapon in its modified form emodied its chief 
original mechanical principles. 

The Smith and Wesson revolver, likewise adapted 
to the use of metallic ammunition, was at this same 
time brought in competition with the Colt, which it 
resembles in some important features, yet widely dif- 
fers from in its ejecting device and mode of assem- 
bling and operating the arm. This weapon was 








found to be inferior to the Colt a8 service arm, the 
latter better enduring the tests of service when the 
two weie brought into competition.—(See Ordnance 
Notes No. V.) 

During the year 1873, Major Schofield sought to 
overcome some of the mechanical defects of the 
Smith and Wesson revolver; but his efforts were un- 
successfl.—(ee Ordnance Notes No. V.) ° In Janu- 
ary, 1874,a Board of Officers, of which Mejor J. @. 
Benton was President, tested the Schofield altera- 
tions of the Smith and Wecson revolver in compari- 
son with the unaltered arm, (no comparison of these 
arms and the Colt revolver being made, except in the 
ejection of shells and reloading on horseback), and the 
Board was directed tu “express an opinion on the 

erits of each for the military service, and the advis- 
ability of placing a limited number in the hands of 
troops for trial.” 

The labors of this Board extended over a period of 
six months, during which time Major Schofield was 
present at nearly all the tests, and was afforded ev- 
ery opportunity to explain, correct, withdraw and 
introduce modifications in his plans. It was finally 
“ Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Board, Major 
Schofield’s revolver is well suited to the military ser- 
vice, and that the Board do recommend that a limi- 
ted number of these pistols be placed in the hands 
of troops for comparative trial with the Colt and 
Smith and Wesson revolvers now in service; and 
that, as far as possible, the different pistols be tried 
side by side in the same commands.” 

It is within the knowledge of the present Board 
that an issue of 3,000 Schofield-Smith and Wesson 
revolvers has been made to the Army during the past 
year, and that, before taking up the present order 
for an additional 3,000, Mr. Wesson has submitted a 
new model Schofield-Smith and Wesson revolver em 
bodying important changes of mechanical detail,* 
and that these alterations have grown out of acknow!- 
edged defects of the revolver that is now in the 
uuands of troops; therefore the present Board finds 
itself enbarrassed at the outset, in approaching the 
trial of the three revolvers now under consideration, 
with .he idea that it is called upon to express an 
opinion of the comparative merits of each arm, when 
the individual merits have not been established und 
are not even recognized by the inventors and manu- 
facturers. The Board therefore resolves that, in view 
of the fact that no comparative trial or record has as 
yet been made between the Colt and Schofield-Smith 
and Wesson revolvers, it will be necessary to insti- 
tute the same character of test for each of the three 
revolvere (Colt, Remington, and Schofield Smith and 
Wesson), in order that the comparative merits shall 
be known. 





* See report of Captain Farley, appended and marked “ A.” 


GENERAL DEscRIPTION oF Cott ARMY REVOLVER, CALIBRE, 0” .45 
Vertical projection—Half Size. 
Fig. 1. 





Vertical Projection Showing Arrangement of Working Parts—Half Size. 





Fig. 2. 
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NoMENCLATURE. GENERAL DESCRIPTION oF ScHorreLp-SMiITH AND Wesson ARMY REVOLVER. 
Vertical Projection—Half Size. 
A. Barrel. Fig. 1. 
B, Frame. 


B’. Recoil plate. 
C. Cylinder. 


D. Base pin. 

D’. Base-pin bushing. 
E. Guard. 

F. Back Strap. 

G. Hammer. 


H. Main-spring. 

I. Hammer roll and rivet. 
J. Hammer screw. 

K. Hammer cam. 

L. Hand and spring. i 
M, Bolt and screw. | 
N. Trigger and screw. 


S. Ejector tube screw, 
T. Short-guard screw. 
U. Sear and bolt (comtin- 
O. Hammer notches. ed) spring and screw. 
P. Firing pin and rivet. | V. Back-strap screw. 

Q. Ejector rod and spring. | W. Main-spring screw. 
Q.’ Ejector tube. | Y. Front sight. 

R, Ejec or head. | X. Base pin catch screw 


The two back-strap screws just behind the ham- 
mer, the stock, the long-guard screw, gate, gate catch 
screw, gite spring and gate catch are not shown in 
Fig. 2. The gate is shown in Fig. 1. 


OPERATION OF THE PARTS, 


As the hammer is cocked, the hand which is piv- 
oted to its lower portion, rises and engages the 
ratchet on the base of the cylinder, and causes it to 
revolve. The lower point or finger of the hand en- 
gages with one of the teeth of the ratchet just as the 
revolution of the cylinder has carried away the pre- 
ceding tooth from the upper finger of the hand. 
This completes and insures the revolution by in- 
creasing the effective leverage of the hand. 

The bolt M engages the stop notches in the sur- 
face of the cylinder, to prevent the momentum of the 
cylinder from carrying it past the firing point. It 
ig caused to disengage from them by the action of 
the hammer cam K, which rising during the cocking 
of the hammer, presses up therear end of the bolt 
and liberates its front end trom the notch. When 
the revolution is about complete the beveled lower 
surface of the hammer.cam comes opposite the point 
of contact on the bolt. At this moment the tail of 
‘the bolt (being slit so as to have a lateral spring, and 
the head being pressed upward by the flat spring U) 
slides down over the inclined surface of the cam, 
and the head engages with the stop notch in the 
cylinder. The spring U is slit and bent so as to act 
upon both the bolt and tae trigger. 

The bushing around the base pin is useful by 
affording another surface for the revolution of the 
cylinder, and thereby diminishes the chances of stick- 
ing from dirt or rust. Bsth the cylinder and bush- 
ing may revolve on the base pin, which in turn may 
revolve in its own bearings. 


DIMENSIONS, 
Total length 12".5 
Length of barrel ‘ *# @ 7.5 
Diameter of bore . . . . . . « « 0".45 


Grooves, number of ee ee ee ee 
Grooves, twist of,uniform. 1 turnin 16"—left banded. 
Grooves, depth, uniform ‘ 0”.005 


WEIGHTS. 


Total weight . . . . «© « « « 2.31 Ibe. 
Weight of powder charge (service) . 28 grs. 
Weight of bullet . . ..... . 230 grs. 


The powder charge and weight of ball have been 
lightened to adapt the cartridge to the Schofield- 
Smith & Wesson revolver. 
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Vertical Proj.ction Showing Arrangement of Working 
Purts.— Half Size. 


Fig. 2. 


The principal changes in this revolver from the 
original Smith & Wesson revolver are in the extrac- 
tor, cylinder catch and barrel catch, 


OPERATION OF THE PARTS, 


A is the barrel joined to the frame B by the joint 
screw C, Under and bebind the barrel projects the 
base pin on which the cylinder F revolves. This is 
kept in place on its pivot by the inner hook of the 
cylinder catch D. This catch pivots in front on the 
cylinder-catch screw D”, and is held down by the 
cylinder-catch cam D', the upper part of the middle 
portion of which is cut away and allows the catch 
to rise when the cam is turned two a eertan position. 

The base pin is hollow, and contains the extractor 
stem H, made in two parts, which screw together. 
Between the head of the stem and the bottom of the 
hole of the cylinder is confined the extractor spring 
H', which is compressed when the extractor moves 
out. The extractor G is recessed into the face of the 
cylinder. The ratchet by which the cylinder is re- 
volved, is cut in the face cf theextractor, and the 
extractor stud G’ forms a rear bearing for the cylin- 
der on the frame when the revolver is closed. The 
steady-pin I keeps the extractor steady in place when 
it is down, 

The lifter J moves upon the friction collar K under 
the influence of the pawl L; the pawl is pressed 
against the lifter by the pawl spring M ; the liiter is 
moved by the pawl in one direction only, and is 
therefore free to follow the motion of the extractor 
spring. In closing the revolver, the outer hook of 
the cylinder catch presses back the barrel catch E, 
and engages it under the influence of the barrel catch 
spring E’. The position of the hammer prevents the 
opening of the barrel catch, and consequently of the 
revolver, uatil brought to the half-cock. The parts 
of the lock resemble in general feature those of the 
Colt revolver. N is the hammer, Rthe hammer stud, 
O the main spring, Q the strain screw, P the swivel 
and swivel pin, T the trigger and trigger pin, S the 
trig er spring. The hand W is kept in place by the 
hand spring in the front surtace of the hammer, 
which bears against a flat place on the pivot arm of 
the hand. The stop V is thrown up into the stop 
notches of the cylinder by the stop spring. It is 
drawn out of them by the action of the trigger 
spring on the trigger when the hammer is half- 
cocked. When the hammer is full cocked and also 
during its fall, the upper arm of the trigger bears 


B 



















down on the rear end of the stop, and keeps its head 
securely in the stop notch. The guard X is secured 
to the frame by the guard screw Y, and bya lip on 
the back portion of the guard strap, which fits under 
a corresponding projection of the frame, and so 
serves to hold the guard in place. The sight Z is 
let into a groove in the upper side of the rib of the 
barrel. The recoil plate U receives the bearing of 
the cartridge head at the time of fire. 
DIMENSIONS. 
Wetel ieee. . 2 . ss + IM. 
Length of barrel. rr 
Diameter of bore. -» 0".435 
Grooves, number of. $i5 
Grooves, twist of, uniform, one 


5 


Mk Th. 4s 4s . 20”—right-handed, 
Grooves, depth, uniform. 0”.0075 
WEIGuHTS. 
Total weight. 2.5 lbs. 


Weight o powder charge. a ; 28 grs. (service.) 
Weight of bullet. . . « 230 grs. (service.) 























GENERAL DescripTION oF REMINGTON ARMY Rz- 
VOLVER, CALIBRE 0”.44, 


This revolver is a modification of the Colt revolver 
described above. The essential differences are de- 


scribed in detail above under the heading of “ Me- 
chanical Features.” The accompanying diagram isa 
side elevation showing the’arrangement of the work- 
ing parts. 
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NOMENCLATURE. 


A. Barrel. 

B. Frame. 

C. Cylinder. 

D. Base pin. 

D.’ Ejector tube. 

E, Guard. 

F. Back strap. 

G. Hammer. 

I, Hammer roll & rivet. 
J. Hammer screw. 
K. Hammer cam. 

L. Hand and spring. 
L’. Stop bolt. 

M. Ejector frame. 
N. Dowel pin. 

O. Ejector spring. 
P. Ejector, frame screw. 
P,’ Base-pin catcb. 

Q. Ejector head. 

R. Short-guard screw. 
§. Front sight. 

T. Swivel ring. 


REsvits oF CoMPARATIVE TESTS. 
Initial Velocities . 
Colt revolver, service ammunition : 
(28.6 grs. powder, 229.2 grs. lead) . 783° 
Schofield-Smith and Wesson, service ammunition : 
(28.6 grs. powder, 229.2 grs, lead) 744’ 
Remington revolver, Remington ammunition 4 


(28:8 grs. powder, 226.6 grs. lead) 5’ 
Colt revolver, Bridgeport ammunition : 
(37.6 grs. powder, 249.6 grs. lead) - 890’ 


These weights were obtained by breaking up a 
number of cartridges of each kind and taking the 
mean weights of powder and lead in each kind. 


PENETRATION AND RECOIL. 


Penetration. Recoil. 

Colt revolver, service ammuni- 

ee ck kkk 47 56 
Schofield-Smith end Wesson, 

service ammunition ‘ 46 57 
Remington, Remington ammu- 

nition. Sar Ae eae 43 53 
Colt, Bridgeport ammunition 58 74 





T’. Swivel bolt and rivet. 
U. Sear and bolt spring 
and screw. 


OPERATION OF THE PARTs. 


As the hammer is cocked the hand, which is 
pivoted to its lower portion, rises and engages the 
ratchet on the base of the cylinder and causes it to 
revolve. 

The bolt L’ engages the stop notches in the sur- 
face of the cylinder to prevert the momentum of the 
cylinder from carrying it past the firing point. It 
disengages from them under the action of the ham- 
mer cam K, which, rising during the cocking of the 
hammer, presses up the rear end of the bolt and 
liberates its front end from the notch. When the 
revolution is about complete, the beveled lower sur- 
face of the hammer cam comes opposite the point of 
contact on the bolt. At this moment the tail of the 
bolt (being slit so as to have a lateral spring, and 
the head being pressed upward by the flat spring U) 
slides down over the inclined surface of the cam, and 
the head engages the stop notch in the cylinder. The 
spring U is slit and bent so as to act upon both the 
bolt and the trigger. 


DIMENSIONS. 
Total length. 13.03 
Length of barrel. 7.46 
Diameter of bore. 0".44 
Grooves, number of. 5 
Grooves, twist of, at base. 1 turn in 5’ 
Grooves, at muzzle. 1 turn in 26” 
Grooves, depth. 0”.004 
Grooves, twist. Left-handed 
Total weight. oa 2.6 lbs. 
Weight of powder charge. . 28.3 gre. 
Weight of bullet. va . 226.6 gre. 


Remington cartridges, brass shells, capped or 
primed. Bullet not cupped at the base; has one 
cannelure in front of the, shell containing the lubri- 


cant. 
REMARKS. 


The comparison of theColt revolver using the 
service cartridge (the dimensions of which impose a 
fixed limit upon the powder charge and weight of 
ball,) with the same arm using the Bridgeport cart- 
ridge, manufactured for and issued by the Colt Man- 
ufacturing Company, has been made for the reason 
that while the maximum efficiency of the Schofield- 
Smith & Wesson revolver is obtained with the ser- 
vice cartridge, that of the Colt is not reached until 
its chamber is filled by its cartridge, as when the 
Bridgeport cartridge is used. In discussing: the 
comparative merits of the different revolvers and se- 
lecting a standard of reference, the Schofield-Smith 
& Wesson must be brought up to the standard of the 
Colt revolver, or else the latter must be brought 
down to the limiting conditions of the Schofield- 
Smith & Wesson revolver. The Board bas consid- 
ered the latter alternative the more proper one, in- 
asmuch as the Ordnance Department has fixed the 
ammunition to be used, and by that standard the 
comparisons have been made, 

Furthermore, the cartridge accompanying the 
Remington revolver more nearly approaches the 
standard service cartridge than it does the Bridge- 
port or Colt cartridge. 

In considering the abstract merits, however, of 
the Colt revolver and its efficiency as a service 
weapon, its full power or efficiency cannot be over- 
looked, because the full capability of the other re- 
volvers has been considered. Therefore the Board 
has placed on record certain tests of the Colt revolver 
upon the basis claimed by its manufacturers. 

The views of the Superintendent of the Colt Man- 
ufacturing Compaay, General W. B. Franklin, on the 
disadvantages tv their revolver dueto the use of 
the service cartridge ure giren in a letter, which is| 
attached to these proceedings and marked “ B,” 


These results were obtained with recoil and pene- 
tration frames similar to those illustrated in Figs, 2 
and 8, Ordnance Notes No. XLII, but swung in a 
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Tests ror AccuRACY. 


In the accompanying target records each small 
square represents 12”. The firing from fixed rest in- 
dicates the absolute comparative accuracy at 25 
yards and-100 yards of the three revolvers, and also 
the comparative performance of the Colt revolver 
using the service cartridge and the same arm using 
the Bridgeport cartridge. . 

In this latter connection, the Board desired to set- 
tle definitely the question of the direct or indirect 
influence upon the marksman of using the maximum 
powder charge in the Colt revolver. For this pur- 
pose the members of the Board, as well as the Armory 
markeinan, made individual off-hand targets, as 
shown in the accompanying target records, which 
illustrate the comparative performance of the Colt 
with the service and Bridgeport cartridges. 

The Board gives it as its decided opinion that no 
inconvenience whatever attends the use of the cart- 
me i containing 37.6 grs. of powder and 250 grs, of 

€ad, 

The penetration in pine butts at 100 yards is 
5’.7 for this cartridge, and 8.45 for the ser- 
vice cartridge, taking a mean of five shots with each 
kind of cartridges, The trajectory is flatter for the 
former cartridge, and the efficiency of the revolver 





slightly different manner. 


is greatly increased. 


DISTANCES FROM CENTRE OF IMPACT. 


Range, 25 yards—Fir 


tng from Fixed Rest. 













































































































































































SCHOFIELD-SMITH & 
CottT—BRIDGEPORT Coit—SERVICE WEsson—SERVICE| | REMINGTON--REMING- 
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Rapipity oF LOADING AND EJECTING. 


Time required to fire 18 shots, commencing and 
ending with chambers empty : 
Minutes. Seconds, 


a ee ee ee | 54 
Schofield-Smith and Wesson re- 

volver. ie we ee 59 
Remingtor revolver. 2 25 


One of the Remington cartridges missed fire, but 
exploded at the second trial; this delayed its rapid- 
ity nearly thirty seconds. In ejecting the empty 
shells from the Remington revolver, the forefinger of 
the marksman was badly torn by repeatedly striking 
the sharp angles about the head of the ejector. 

ENDURANCE, 

Two hundred and fifty rounds were then fired from 
each revolver, allowing thema short time to cool 
after every fifty rounds. 

The Colt worked without the least difficulty. 

The Schofield-Smith and Wesson clogged slightly 
in the cylinder after the 180th round, but the clogg- 
ing did not increase. 

The Remington cloggedin the cylinder at the 162d 
round, and worked with some difficulty thereafter. 
One of the Remingtvun cartridges missed fire, there 
being no fulminate in the primer, and the balls of two 
cartridges were too large to enter the chambers. 

Fou.ina. 

The revolvers were then allowed to remain forty- 
eight hours uncleaned, after which 50 rounds were 
fired from each, allowing the arm to cool after the 
12th, 24th, and 86th rounds. 

The Colt revolver was considerably fouled, but 
worked without difficulty. 

The Schofield-Smith and Wesson was also consider- 
ably fouled, but worked without difficulty. 

The Remington appeared less badly fouled than 





leylinder did not revolve readily. From the 12th to 


the two others. In firing the first 6 rounds the 


the 18th round both hands were required to hold the 
revolver in cocking. In firing the last 14 rounds the 
base pin stuck somewhat, due to the fouling of the 
front of the cylinder about the base pin. The primer 
of one cartridge leaked so as to allow the escape of 
gas to the rear. 


PULVERIZING OR Dustina TEstT. 


The revolvers were next carefully cleaned and then 
shaken in fine dust, after which each was roughly 
brushed and fired 12 rounds. 

The Colt worked without difficulty, as did also the 
Schofield-Smith and Wesson. 

The ejector of the Remington, while ejecting a 
cartridge shell, stuck in the chamber. It was found 
that the ejector had bound in its narrow groove or 
tube by reason of the dust and fouling, and the 
ejector spring had not power enough to retract it. 
After forciply moving the rod up and down a few 
times it worked properly. Each revolver was again 
dusted in the same manner, to ascertain the combined 
effects of dusting and fouling, and 6 rourds were 
then fired from each. 

The Colt revolver worked with ease. 

In the Schofield-Smith and Wesson the cartridges 
entered the chambers with difficulty, but the revolver 
worked well. 

The cartridges for the Remington required a great 
deal of force to push them into the chambers, and 
the ejector stuck as before. 


DISMOUNTING AND ASSEMBLING. 

The revolvers were then dismounted and the parts 
carefully cleaned, after which they were again as- 
sembled. 
The base pin of the Colt revolver was found to be 
so badly stuck to the cylinder by fouling as to re- 
quire a vise to extract it. The other arms were dirty 
but in working order. 

The time required for an ordinary machinist to 





dismount each revolver is as follows : 
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Minutes. 

Colt revolver. . ... =. 5 
Schofield-Smith and Wesson. . . .. . 71-2 

‘ "Remington. . . 1. + 2 2 2 e eo @ 7 
This includes the dismounting of every part, how- 


ever small. es 
The time required for the same machinist to com- 
pletely assemble the parts is as follows: 


. . . . . 


OGi@esevelwe 2. 2. «ws eee ene 
Schofield-Smith and Wesson. . . .. 19 
Remington, . 2. 2 2 we ee ew ew ow 
The greater time required for the Remington 
is due to the delay in slippiog the main-spring ex- 
actly into place. 
Rustine TEst. 


The revolvers were next dipped for ten minutes in 
sal ammoniac and then exposed for forty-eight hours, 
when they were found but slightly rusted. Each was 
fired 12 rounds, 

Coit Revolver—Worked without difficulty. 

Schofield-Smith and Wesson.—The first six cart- 
ridges entered the chambers with difficulty, and the 
ejector did not readily draw out the empty shells. 

Remington.—Worked without difficulty, 

Rustine Test REPEATED. 

The revolvers were then loaded, and, without be- 
ing cleaned, were again rusted as before, with the 
following results : 

Colt Revolver.—The cylinder was found so fast that 
it was impossible to cock the hammer until the 
cylinder was forced around by hand. After six rounds 
were fired, the cylinder moved without difficulty. 
Eighteen rounds were fired from this revolver, and 
all the cartridges were found stuck to one side of the 
centre of the head, the teed fingers having failed to 
throw the cylinder quite to the firing point. All the 
other parts worked well. 

Schofield-Smith and Wesson.—The cylinder was 
tightly bound and the barrel catch and ejector were 
stuck fast. The barrel catch was forced open with 
great difficulty and the cylinder forced around by 
hand, but it was impossible to bring the hammer to 
a full cock. The cartridges were forced out with the 
greatest difficulty, and the ejector finally forced to 
move, but the ejector spring was tuo badly rusted to 
act. The impossibility of full cocking the hammer 
was due to the rusting of the swivel and swivel pin. 

Remington.—The cylinder was found tightly bound, 
and, until it was forced around by hand, the hammer 
could not be raised. The ejector was bound but 
could be forced down. Six rounds were fired. The 
ejector continually stuck when forced in the chamber, 
requiring considerable effort to retract it. Twelve 
more rounds were fired, during the last six of which 
the trigger bound and had to be forced forward after 
each shot, the sear spring not being sufficiently stiff. 

MECHANICAL FEATURES, 


“The comparative tests of the revolvers ended with 
the rusting test. Each revolver was dismounted, 
examined and cleaned. All of the parts were found 
well coated with rust. . 

The following diagrams illustrate the essential 
differences between the Colt and the Remington 
revulvers : 
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The advantages or improvements supposed to be 
claimed for the Remington revolver, as compared 
with the Colt arm, are the uss of a light base pin 
which can be withdrawn by loosening its catch, and 
thus allowing the removal of the cylinder; the intro- 
duction of the ejector frame, fastening to the barrel 
by a small screw and to the frame by the dowel pin 
N, lessening the liability of accidentally tearing the 
ejecting system from the barrel; the coiling of the 

ector spring around the base pin instead of around 
the ejector; the absence of the screw of the bolt M, 
and the fact that the butt of the Remington is iorged 
solid with the pistol frame. It would also be proba- 
bly claimed that the pistol has a neater look than 
the Colt, 








Coit REVoLvVER. 


The principal advantages claimed for this revolver 
over former models are its solid frame, its bushing 
around the base pin (making a third surface for the 
revolution of the cylinder), and its double feed finger 
on the hand, giving two points of contact with the 
ratchet instead of only one. The finger of the band 
moves in the direction of the tangent to the circle 
upon which the ratchet is cut, and after rotating the 
cylinder to a certain position it passes from the notch 
of the ratchet, and can no longer act upon it. In the 
Colt model, before the first or upper finger leaves its 
notch of the ratchet the lower finger begins to act 
upon the next notch, and thus insures the certainty 
of the revolutions of the cylinder. The wearing away 
ot the notches of the ratchet through long service 
must impair the action of the hand in other models, 
but will not do so in the Colt model. As may be 
seen from the following diagram, the more extended 
action of the hand allows the ratchet of the Colt to 
be cut on a larger circle than in other models (where 
the finger would slip off the notch before the revolu- 
tion of the cylinder is completed), and thus demands 
less power in the hand and produces less wear upon 
the ratchet. 


Cott REvo.ver. 
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REMINGTON REVOLVER. 

In this revolver, in addition to the principal 
changes from the Colt model, already given, are 
found other minor changes worthy of note. The 
firing-pin is solid with the hammer, and its fracture 
involves the replacing of the entire hammer; the 
spiral-gate spring of the Cclt model is replaced by a 
weak flat spring. The forging of the frame and butt 
in one solid piece is regarded as an advantage by the 
Board, as it increases the rigidity of the system and 
requires a less number of small screws for assembling, 
but at the same time this requires the abandonment 
ot the solid wooden handle ot the Colt. 

The aubstitution of a long, light base pin, easily 
bent or broken and not always easy to remove, is re- 
garded as in every way a disadvantage as compared 
with the base-pin of the Colt, whose advantages 
have been already shown. The ejector frame in- 
creases the weight of the arm, does not materially 
increase the firmness with which the ejector is at- 
tached to the arm, and does not afford a certain or 
an easy passage for the ejector. The placing of the 
ejector-spring around the base-pin, instead of around 
the ejector-rod, is not regarded as an advantage, and 
the number of small parts is not materially reduced. 
In fact, the Board regards every departure of this 
pistol from the Colt model, with possibly the one 
exception of the connection of the butt with the 
frame, as a positive disadvantage. 

The workmanship displayed in the Remington 
model is far inferior to that of either of the other re- 
volvers. The head of the ejector is so near the bar- 
rel as to quickly become heated in firing, and the 
liability ot the sharp angles about it to cause injury 
has been shown in the test for rapidity of loading 
and ejecting. 

DEFECTS OF THE SMITH AND WEssON SysTEM. 

The following sketch is designed to call attentien 
to some defects in this system, which are, in the opin- 
ion of the Board, very serious objections. The Scho- 
field-Smith and Wesson embodies all the main me- 
chanical features of the system, and is used to 
illustrate its detects, ; 




















The efficiency of any revolver of this model must 
depend, in great measure, upon the accuracy with 
which its joints are made and broken. A glance at 
the above diagram shows that the distances AB, AC, 
AD, AE, AF, AG, AH, BC, GE, HE, HF, AI must 
not only De made exact, but must remain invariable, 
and it is believed impossible to preserve the latter 
condition with the rough usage of the service. A 
system depending for its efficiency upon such condi- 
tions is deemed by the Board far less reliable than a 
rigid system like the Colt and kindred models. 
The Schofield-Smith and Wesson revolver, like the 
original Smith and Wesson, is ot excellent workman- 
ship and finish, but the severe rusting test given by 
the Board resulted in showing how readily this model 
may become unserviceable, and this test is not re- 
garded as more severe a trial of the arm than would 
frequently be experienced in the service. 


CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 


The record of this trial shows the Colt revolver to 
be the most serviceable of the three arms under con- 
sideration, and the one best adapted to the military 
service. It is simple in its mechanism, stable in its 
structure, and will endure the most severe tests to 
which it may be subjected in the hands of the cavalry 
soldier. Its maximum effectiveness is secured by the 
cartridge prepared for and issued by the manufactu- 
rers with the arm, and not by the present service cart- 
ridge, which utilizes only a portion of the powder and 
ball space provided in the chambers of this arm, a 
poiut well taken by General Franklin in his letter al- 
ready referred to. 

The Board is of opinion that a weapon so weigity 
and bulky as the Army revolver should be called 
upon to perform a more important part in our ser- 
vice than can be obtained with the light pocket pis- 
tofs* now in the market, and believes the Colt re- 
volver has the strength to endure very, heavy strains, 
therefore its maxinum working capacity should be 
utilized. 

The ejector of this arm is certain in its applica- 
tion of power to eject the cartridge shell, and is in- 
dependent in its movements of any part that may 
prove defective in service; it has all the rapidity of 








action required for a military weapon of this char- 
acter, 

Parallelism of the axis of the chambers with the 
axis of the bore, and their continuity with that axis, 
are obtained by the rigid frame supporting both in 
front and rear the cylinder and keeping its axis in- 
variable. Other advantages have been described in 
the body of this report. 

The Remington revolver does not differ essentially 
in principle from the Colt, and to this extent is an 
excellent service weapon; the points of difference, 
already set forth, if intended to be improvements 
upon the arm from which it is derived, fall so far 
short of being improvements as to condemn the arm 
for the military service, when brought in competition 
with the Colt revolver. 

The Schofield-Smith and Wesson embodies all the 
essential mechanical principles of the arm trom which 
it is derived—the Smith and Wesson. It is undoubt- 
edly an improvement upon the original, and the ap- 
pended report (A) shows that the inventors are still 
actuated by an earnest and commendable desire to 
improve its effectiveness, 





* The special Colt pocket revolver, 0'’.38 calibre, weighing 
133gounces, and using a cartridge containing 17.25 grains of pow- 
der and 141 grains of lead, gave, while in the possession of a 
member of the Board, an initial velocity of 550° ard gave 2’’ pen- 
etration in pine plank at 50’, it: accuracy at this distance being 
ve . The Smith and Wesson Company is producing a 





ry 
pistol of the same character. 
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It is the desire of the Board not to forestall opinion 
in regard to the merits of this arm, which is now un- 
dergoing the tests of actual service, but it finds that 
its performance after the rusting test was unfavora- 
ble as compared with that of its competitors. This 
test was uniform for the three arms, and not beyond 
the natural incidents of service. The Board finds 
that in point of workmanship, delicacy and nicety of 
adjustment and ingenuity of mechanism this arm 
presents great recommendations, and believes that it 
would be in demand bya large class of commissioned 
officers in time of war. 

Taking all things into consideration, the Board ex- 
presses its decided preference for the Colt Army 
revolver, as the one best adapted to meet all the re- 
quirements of the military service. 

The Board, having no further business to transact, 
then adjourned sine die. 

J. P. FAR.eEy, 
Captain of Ordnance, President. 
Jas. ROCKWELL, JR., 
Lieutenant of Ordnance, Recorder. 





Approved and forwarded to the Chief of Ord- 
nance, agreeably to his instructions of the 10th of 
February, 1876. 

J. G. BENTON, 
Lieutenant Colonel of Ordnance, Commanding. 





“se A.” 
NatTIonaAL ARMORY, } 
January 12,1876. § 

Sir: 

Agreeably to your instructions, I have the honor 
to report the results of an examination and trial of 
the latest improved model Schofield-Smith and Wes- 
son revolver. After conference with the Superin- 
tendent and Foreman of the Smith and Wesson fac- 
tory, I am prepared to czactly describe the proposed 
changes and modifications as specifically directed 
by you. 

First. The “ base pin,” which is a hollow cylinder, 
about which the cylinder proper revolves, when re- 
moved from the pistol, appears as follows (Fig. 1): 


Fig. | 














































































Fig.. 2 re- 
presents the 
“base pin” of 
the revolver 
now in the 
hands of 
or troops. The 

object in mak- 

—"S—" tae this 
change in the length of the ‘‘base pin” is to 
strengthen and stiffen it at the front end only sup- 
ported end. This “ base pin” has to carry the weight 
of the cylinder, and when the pistol is open as for 
ejecting cartridge shells, there is great probability of 
its being strained out of line. The weight of the 
cylinder added to the force of an accidental lateral 
blow, multiplied jnto the leverage that is offered, 
should almost inevitably produce the result men- 
tioned. 

The bearing surface of the ‘‘base pin” in the 
model now in service does not exceed 0’ .5, The 
base pin” is a hollow cylinder but 0” .04 in thick- 
ness of wall, and is slotted through at its front or 
bearing end, as represented at D’, Fig. 2. The 
revolver ratchets are cut upon a very small circle, 
and are carried away from the “hand,” which 
operates them every time the pistol is opened to eject 
shell; if then these ratchets have been thrown out 
of place by the strain before mentioned the revolu- 
tion of the cylinder will not take place. The deli- 
cacy of this adjustment, coupled with the delicacy of 
all the other adjustments depending upon a perfectly 
rigid and inflexible condition of the “ base pin,” will 
not only warrant this change (proposed by Mr. Wesson), 
but demands that this alteration should be made, as 
approachiog more nearly conditions sought. 

Second. The front end of the stem of the ejector of 
the revolver now in service appears as follows 
(Fig. 3): 











A’ 


In the proposed 
model Mr. “o—— 


desires to make it as 
represented (Fig. 4); 
4 also to make the 


spiral-ejector spring 
a little lighter. This 
change is unimport- 


ant. The “stem” is 
not weakened, as its 
strength is that of its 
A’ smallest diam., AA'. 


The “spring” has but little work to do, merely 
that of withdrawing the ‘‘ ejector” after the positive 
action of the “‘lifter.” Spiral springs of this 
character take a set at first, but after that may be 
compressed and fully closed 500,000 or more times 
without losing a particle of force; nothing therefore 
may be apprehended on the score of growing weak 
in service. 

Third, It is proposed to groove the barrel jeint. 
(See Fig. 5, at A.) 


Fig. 5. 


Fig. 3. 


Mr. Wesson desires to do this 
not only to reduce the friction of 
surfaces, but to provide a means of 
taking up dust, dirt, etc. 

Fourth. The trigger of the re- 
volver now in service was made the 
same in shape as the original model, 
but there appears to have been a 
mistake made by Colonel Schofield 
in submitting something different from what he in- 
tended. Colonel Schofield acknowledges his mistake, 
but desires to have the trigger less curved, as in the 
latest proposed model. 

Fifth. The checking and alteration in the barrei 
catch is a decided improvement, as will be seen by an 
examination of the model, likewise the enlargement 
of the barrel-catch screw. This screw is increased 
0” .02 in diameter, and is likewise tempered, ay much 
strain falls upon this point. 

Siath. The stock or metal under the barrel is to be 
increased to cover the increased length of “* base pin.” 
In the present submitted model the metal is brazed 
on, but it is the intention to provide more stock to 
meet this requirement in future manufacture. 

The general working features of this new model 
being precisely identical with the older model, it was 
not deemed necessary to subject it to any severe tests, 
as nothing could be proved thereby that was not already 
known. The revolver was fired fifty times, and the 
shape of trigger found to be an improvement over 
the old form. Having less curvature, there is less 
liability of expending the force of the forefinger on 
the guard. The ejection of the cartridge shell was 
also facilitated by the alteration in the “ barrel catch.” 
There is less wear and tear upon the thumb and 
fingers. All of these modifications are proposed by 
Mr. Wesson, who has a joint interest with Colonel 
Schofield in the success of the revolver, and I infer 
from the tone of Colonel Schofield’s letters that he 
sanctions these alterations. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. P. FAR ey, 
Captain of Ordnance. 
To the Commanding Officer, 
National Armory. 





“ B.” 


OFrrice oF CoLt’s PATENT F'rrzE-ARMS M’r’e Co., | 
HartForpD, Conn., March 3, 1876. § 
Dear SIR: 
Your letter* of the 29th ultimo has been received. 
I think that the advantages claimed for the Colt’s 
revolver by this Company over other military pistols, 
and which were recognized in the Report ot the 
Board of Officers of 1873, on which 8,000 and more 


about the same accuracy and power as its ri 

short ranges. This can hardly be canddaned “ 
desirable result, either for the United States or for 
this Company. If the size and weight of military 
pistols, as compared with those for the pocket, are ot 
any benefit to the soldier, it must be on acconnt of 
the power they give him of striking an object at a 
distance beyond the range of the ordinary pocket 
pistol. Otherwise I know no reason why the pocket 
pistol will not answer every purpose of the mili 
pistol, at less cost to the United States, and with 
more convenience to the soldier on account of its 
lightness. An experienced marksman can make a8 
good a target at 25’ with one of our pocket pistols as 
he can with the Army pistol. This is shown every 
day at our works, But when the range gets to be 50 
yards or more, the Army pistol with our cartridge 
will make a target nearly every shot in which would 
disable @ man (fired into a body of men it would 
always strike some one), and it is impossible, I think, 
to make such a target with a pistol and cartridge 
materially lighter than ours, At any rate, such has 
been the reeult of our experience. I send you to-day 
by express four targets made yesterday ; of these two 
are at 25°, one with the service cartridge, one with 
ours. They are virtually of equal accuracy. Two are 
at 100 yards off-hand; one with service cartridge, one 
with ours. The mean of the lineal deviations with 
the service cartridge is 19” .33, and the mean with 
ours is 9.65. The accuracy, judging by mean lin- 
eal deviation, is as one (service) to two (ours.) The 
matter of the shoulder in our chamber against which 
the ball rests when the chamber is charg: d, if our 
cartridge be used, and making crimping necessary 
when @ shorter curtridge like the service is used, is 
one to which I hardly consider it necessary to call 
your attention. It however hurts the efliciency of 
our pistol to use the shorter cartridge, on account of 
the enlarged space le't in front of the ball, and ab- 
sorbs power by taking powder force to destroy the 
crimping. 

The powder charge in one of the service cartrid 
which I weighed yesterday was 25 grains. The Wall 
appears to be about the same in the service and in 
our cartridge. In conclusion, I say that it seems to 
me that the use of a smaller cortridge than ours 
in an arm as large and as expensive as are the mili- 
tary pistols of the present day does not develop the 
true value of the arm (at all events, in the Colt pis- 
ma -, ie offensive and defensive weapon, but de- 
ey it to what is the ordinary value of the pocket 

Very respectfully, yours. 
W. B. Prana, , 
; ice-Presiden . 

Lieut. Jamzs Rockwe 11, Jr., A ene 

Ordnance Corps, U. 8. A., Recorder, 
National Armory, Springfield, Mass. 
P. 8.—The penetration of the service cartridge is 


to the penetration of 
pee ours (by thé a as 34x 





[Firet_Indorsement.] 
NaTionaL Armory, 
March 15, 1876. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Chief of Ordnance. 
J. G, Benton, 
Lieutenant of Ordnance, Commanding. 
[Second Indorsement.] 
ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, June 28, 1876, 
nee ay sonppeor to the Secretary of War, 
e request for authorit i i 
an Oulinanen Note. ati cits 
8. C. Lyrorp, 
Acting Chief 
dnainiaiie g Chief of Ordnance. 





were ordered for the use of the cavalry, are to a great 
extent destroyed by the use of the service cartridge, 
as it now exists, 

The advantage of shortening the service cartridge 
and lightening the charge of powder seems to be that 
with the altered cartridge certain different models of 
pistols can be used in service with the same ammuni- 
tion. I think, however, that it has been demonstrated 
hitherto, and can be demonstrated again if necessary, 
that the result obtained by the change has been the 
diminution of the accuracy and power of the Colt’s 
pistol at comparatively long ranges, leaving it of 





* This refers to a letter written by the Recorder, asking for a 
statement of any divadvantages which the Colt Company might 








think placed upon their arm by a change from their own to the 


J. D. Cameron, 
Secretary of War. 
June 28, 1876. 








“Cigars by mail.” See Adv. of A. M. Platt, New Haven, Ct. 
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- ial MARRIED. 

nnouncements of Marr:ages and Births rrrry cents each 
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TauntT— Ene isu.—At the Navy-yard, Portsmouth, 
Wednesday, Jan. sist, by Rev. by Taunt, of Kang Coase 
assisted by Rev. C. A. Halbrook, rector of Ke. John’s Church, 
and Rev. 8. A. Hutchinson, of Kittery, Lieut. Emory H. Taunr. 
U. 8. N., to Mary, eldest daughter of Capt. Kari English, U.s. N. 
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NAVY PAY OFFICE, ' 
s |21 Kitrsy StseEt, Boston, January 1, 1877, f 
DIPLOMA AT PARIS EXPOSI- pare sealed and endorsed ** Proposals 
for Manila Hemp,” will be received ut this 
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Examine Neck-Band to De- 


tect Counterfeits. 


PRICE ONE-THIRD LESS 
than FOREIGN CHAMPAGNES. 


LIBERAL DISCOUNT TO THF 


TRADE. 


American Wine Company, 
119 Olive St., St. Louis, Mo 


For sale at PARK & TILFORD’S 
MERRALL & 


and ACKER, 
New York, 


0O0.’S, 


office until MONDAY, Feb. 26, at 12 o’clock M., 
for furnishing twenty tons, of 2240 pounds per 
ton, Manila Hemp, at the Charlestown Navy Yard, 
subject there to the usual inspection and Govern- 
ment tests. 

Samples of the quality required can be seen at 


where all information can be obtained. 

Two eatisfactory sureties mnst accompany the 
bid, guaranteeing a faithful execution of the 
offer, if accepted. 

The price of the Hemp must include its deliv- 
ery at the Charlestown Navy Yard. All Hemp 
rejected must be removed at the risk and expense 
of the bidder, and it will be at his risk until 
removed. 

Biank forms for Proposals can be had on appli- 
cation at this office. G. E. THORNTON, 

Pay Inspector U. 8. Navy. 





the Commandant’. Office, at the said Navy Yard, | 
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This is one of the 


published, contains 


600 fine engravings, two 
elegant colored plates, and 

gives full descriptions, prices | PRICE 

and directions for 
over 1200 varieties of Vegetable 
and Flower Seeds, Bedding Plants, 
Roses, &c., and is invaluable to 
Farmer, Gardener & Florist. Address, 


D.M. FERRY & C0., Detroit, Mich. 
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ARMY AND NAVY FURNISHERS, 
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REMINGTON'S 


[From the Rod and Gun, Nov. 18, 1876.) 
Tue Reminecton Gun.—Col. H. A. Gildersleeve, 


the American Rifle Teams, 1874, 1875, and 1876, 4 
of Col r date of Nov. 10! s 
where I have been gunning for ducks. 
purchased from you last S . 
udgment its shooting capacity cannot be surpassed. 
elieve I could find it, even among the expense EDannL 


Lt.-Col. 12th Regt., writes under 
I have just returned fiom the Big South Bay, 
for the first time the Remington 10 gauge gun 
with it was excellent. In my 
better gun, and if I did I don't 
guns. 


ARMORY, ILION, N. Y. 
Chicogo, 237 State st. Boston, 146 Tremont st. 









E. REMINGTON AND SONS, 281 and 283 Broadway, : es 


P. O. Box 3994. 
Baltimore, 47 N. Charles st. St. Louis, 609 N. 4th. 
Cut this out and send for Illustrated Catalogue and Treatise on Rifle Shooting. 


REMINGTON’S | 


BREECH-LOADING 
DOUBLE-BARRELED 
GUN. 
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English 
EEVE. 














MOUSTACHE! (PROTECTOR. 
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oan it ay Cun Favorite. 


Ga 
- See the figures 


&strike, Agents, 
while the iron’s 
hot. Storekeep- 
ers sell streams 
of them to the 

: Lapigs for pres- 
ents. Monustached gents hook on to them at 
sight. It isa gem, and sells itself. Try it. Prof- 
its immense and a sure thing. Nicke) plate only 
25 cts., $1.50 per doz., six doz. $6. Gold gilded 
50 cta., $3 er doz. by mail. 

vu. fr BARROWS, Witumantic, Conn. 
Refers by permission to Mer. Loan and Trust 
Co., J. Brown, P.M., and Ed. Journal, Willimantic 
* 


 THOMSON.S 
















HUNTING 


Boots. 





Send Stamp FOR 
ILLUSTRATED 
ATALOGUE. 


—_—_ 


THOMSON 
& SON, 


301 Broadway, N.Y, 
P. O. Box 1,016. 


CORK SOLE BOOTS & SHOES. 





Brooks’ Patent Cork Sole 


BOOTS AND SHOES 


Keep the feet dry and warm. Non-conductor of 
heat and cold. Recommended by ail physicians. 
THE HIGHEST PREMIUM AWARDED AT 
CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION. 
MEASURED WORK A SPECIALTY. 
HANDSOME AND EASY FIT GUARANTEED. 
NEW & NICE SELF-ACTING OVERSHOES 
put on and off without using the hands. 


Brooks’, 1196 Broadway, cor. 29th St 


FIVE MILLION CIGARS 
Smoked in the United States Daily! 

Don’t pay 10 or 15 cents each. We can sell you 
No 1 Cigars per 100: $3.50, $6, $6.50, $e. fio. 
f sent by 


tly filled. 25 cents extia 
bs Re PLATT, New Haven, Ct. 
N.B. 15 sample cigars sent free on receipt of 24 
Box 50 fine cigars sent postpaid on recely t of 


Dreka’s 
Dictionary Blotter. 


Useful to Every Letter-writer. 
Combination of Portfolio with Complete List 

Words which Letter-writers are liable to 

Spell Incorrrectly. 
Price from 55 cents to $10. 
Send for Descriptive Price List. 

1121 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 

For Sale by Booksellers and Stationers. 


TO HEADS OF GOVERNMENT OFFICES, 
OFFICERS COMMANDING, RAILWAY 
CHIEFS, BANKERS AND TRADING 
ESTABLISHMENTS GENERALLY. 


ZUCCATO'S PATENT 


PAPYROGRAPSH 


For Fac-Simile PRINTING. 


By means of this extraordinary invention 
from ONE TO ONE THOUSAND FAC-SIMILE 
IMPRESSIONS of any Design, Writing, Draw- 
ing, Map, Notice, Price-List, Examination Paper, 
Circular, etc., etc., may be »apidly printed in an 
ordinary Copying Prese, direct from a written 
sheet of paper. without transferring or Wee 
eetting, and WITH ONLY ONE APPLICATION 
OF COLOR 


Apply for Price-List and specimens of print 
ing to 


THE PAPYROGRAPH CO., 
43 and 45 Shetucket St., Norwich, Ct. 








and SONS, 
18 Fanevum Hau 8@q., Boston, 
Agents for W. & ©, Scott & Son’s 


Ww. READ 


GENUINE BrREECH-LOADERS. 
Also, Weetley Richards—Webley—Greener, 

Moore, and other makes, from $40.00u 
Send for Circulare. 





PERRY &C0.’S STEEL PENS 
LA 
—S— Fi 


Tx LARGEST MANUFACTURERS OF 
STEEL PENS IN THE WORLD, 
Established 1823. 








PATENT 
PEPRY & ce 








Ask your Stationer for them 
RRY & CO., 
Branch Honse, 112 & 114 William St., New York. 


London. 


SOLDIER INVEST YOUR LEISURE AND 

spare dollars in learning Tele- 
graphy ao I will send you two durable 
instruments, batteries and instructions complete 
for $25. It will return you ten-fold. Any man 
can learn in two months. | am C. 
Ketchum, Astoria, N. Y. 





ILLUSTRATED PRICE 














Fresrvary 10, 1877 





' 


WASHINGTON STREET, 


LIST, 





ESTABLISHED 1847. 


BAKER & McKENNEY, 


141 GRAND STREET, NEW YORK. 
NEW REGULATION ARMY EQUIPMENTS 


MILITARY GOODS, 
FOR THE ARMY, NAVY, AND NATIONAL GUARD. 


Fuli-dress Hats, Epaulettes, Fatigue Caps, and al] kinds of 
ti mai Guard of the various States Constants od a 


on hand and made to order at short 


Equipments for the Army and Nua 


notice. 


Goods Sent C. O. D. Everywhere. 





HOLDERS, 347 Brooms 


1876, Philadelphia. 


to order. 


Cc. STEHR, 
Manufacturer of MEERSCHAUM PIPES and CIGAR 


Bowery, N. Y., received the highest award, First i 
Prize Medal, and Diploma, Centennial Exhibition, 


Any special design of Pipes and Cigarholders cut 
Pipes boiled by the new process. 
ing done proper and at the shortest notice. 
for an Illustrated Catalogue and Price List. 





Street, 3 doors from the 


Repair- 
Write 











POLLAK & 60. 


Manufacturers of Meerschaum Pipes and Cigar Holders, 
27 JOHN ST., 4 poors wesr or Nassau Sr. 


Established 1832. 


Received a Diploma in 1863 and a Medal in 
the fret premiums awarded in this country for 


1865, from the American Institute, these being 
Meerschaum Goods. 


Any special) designs of Pipes or Cigar-holders cut to order within 10 
days’ notice, Pipes, etc., cut from Photographs, Monograms, Crests, etc., a specialty. 


Pipes, etc., boiled by the new process, repairing done and ambers fitted. 
A finely illustrated circular will be sent free of charge on application to P. O. Box 5009. 


_ ORIENTAL, POWDER MILLS. 
GUNPOWDER. 


A large Stock of Sporting, Shipping, Mining and Blasting Powders 
always on hand. GOVERNMENT POWDER of al) kinds manufactured to order. 
Office—13 Broad St., Boston. 


AGENCIES IN THE PRINCIPAL CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES. 








HOTELS. _ 


LELANDS’ 
STURTEVANT HOUSE, 
New York, 

ARMY AND Navy HEADQUARTERS. 
HOFFMAN HOUSE 
AND RESTAURANT, 
Said by all travellers to be the best Hotel in 

the World. C. H. READ, Proprietor. 


ea 
. 
‘THE BRUNSWICK,” 
BOYLSTON, Cor. CLARENDON ST., BOSTON. 


This new and commodious structure is now 
completed and ready for the reception of guests. 
The house is fire-proof and contains every mo- 
dern improvement, including a passenger and 
baggage elevator. It is elegantly furnished, is 
centrally located, in the most fashionable part of 
the city, near the Public Garden, Library and 
Cc , and as convenient Ratiroad ts 
and Theatres as any first-class Hotel in the city. 

No pains or money will be spared to make the 
Brunswick take rank with the best hotels in this 
country, Horse anne the doors. 

J. W. Wo.cort, Proprietor. 


EDWARD D. BUSSFORD. 


COOPER INSTITUTE, 


New York City. 


Valuable and Useful House- 
hold Goods of the substantial 
kind, Artistic and Cheap, in 
China, Glass, Cutlery, Silver, 
Copper, Brass, Iron, Tin and 
Enameiled Wares, Fire Irons, 
Andirons, Coal Vases and Hods. 


Communications by mail 
receive prompt atten- 
tion. Illustrated Catal- 
ogue and Price List free. 


EDWARD D. BASSFORD, 
Cooper Institute, 
New Yor« Crry, 























T. CG. SELLEW, 


MANUFACTURER OF 
DESKS, 
Office & Library Furniture, 


No. 103 FULTON STREET, 
NEW YORK. 


Banks and Offices Fitted Up. 
FINE ROLL AND CYLINDER DESKS. 
The Hazard Powder Co. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Gunpowder. 


Hazard’s ‘‘Klectric” Powder. 


Nos. 1 (fine) to 6 feceane. Uneurpassed in point 
of strength and cleanliness. Packed in square 
canisters of 1 lb. only. 











Hazard’s *‘ American Sporting.” 


Nos. 1 (fine) to 3 (coarse.) In 1b. canisters and 
6% lb. kegs. A fine in, quick and clean, for 
upland and prairie shooting. Well adapted to 
short guns. 





Mazard’s ‘“‘Duck Shooting.” 


Nos. 1 [fine] to 5 [coarse.] In 1 and 51b. canisters 
and 634 and 143g lb. kegs. Burns slowly and 
very clean, shooting remarkably close, and 
with great ration. For field, forest, or 
water shooting, it ranks any other brand, and 
& ® equally serviceably for muzzle or breech- 

er. 


Mazard’s “‘Kentucky Rific.» 


FFFG, FFG, and “‘ Sea Shooting” FG, in ke 
25, 133 and 634 Ibs. and cans of 5 lbs. FFFG is 
also packed in 1 and 3g lb. canisters. Burns 
strong and moist. The FFFG and FFG are 
favorite brands for ordinary sporting, and the 
“Sea Shooting” FG is the standard é pow- 
der of the country. 





of 


Supzrion MINING AND Biastine Powper. 


CARTRIDGE, CANNON AND MUSKET POW. 
DER; ALSO SPECIAL GRADES FOR 2X. 
PORT, OF ANY REQUIRED GEAL OR 
PROOF MANUFACTURED TO ORDER. 


The above can be, ad of dealers, or of the 
Company's Agen every prominent cit 
or wholesale at. our office, ve 


88 Wall street. New York. 





‘ 











